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TRI-COUNTY AGING CONSORTIUM ADVISORY COUNCIL VIRTUAL MEETING 
             Thursday February 10, 2022, 1:00 P.M. Via Microsoft Teams 

 
 

Members Present Members Absent Staff Present 
Anita Turner Emma Henry Carl Buonodono  
Archi Tomczyk Joseph Gutierrez Casey Cooper 
Bud Fliss  Kate Long 
Carla Lasater  Marion Owen 
Cheryl Mask  Tammy Lemmer 
Dawn Sargent Members Excused Tom Smith 
Gloria Kovnot   
Heather Febres-Cordero  Members of the Public 
Jessica Maas  Kellie Blackwell, Presenter, MI AT Program 
John Stauffer   
Kelly Neve   
Lucy Maillette   
Meghan Pineda   
Raul Presas   
Robyn Ford   
Sue Hoffman   
Susan Cockerill   
Tom Nobach   
Zeenat Kotval-Karamchandani   

 
 
I. Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 1:01pm. 
 
II. Welcome and Introductions: Everyone was welcomed, and call-in attendees were 

confirmed. T. Lemmer welcomed and introduced new members Tom Nobach from 
Clinton County and Lucy Maillette from Ingham County. Each gave a brief bio.  

 
III. Approval of the Agenda for February 10, 2022: H. Febres-Cordero motioned for 

approval. A. Turner seconded. Motion passed. 
 

IV. Approval of the Minutes from January 13, 2022: J. Stauffer motioned for approval. 
Z. Kotval-Karamchandani seconded. Motion passed. 

 
V. Public Comment and Correspondence: No comments or correspondence. 

 
VI. Executive Director’s Report: M. Owen shared TCOA COVID updates. TCOA 

continues to honor CDC guidelines. The office remains closed to the public. However, 
many staff are working in the office. 
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TCOA received a new shipment of KN95 masks to be distributed in the community. 
Please notify TCOA if you are interested in a pack of masks, and we can provide those 
while supplies last. Home care providers and clients are receiving packs from this 
shipment as well. 
 
M. Owen also mentioned that TCOA continues to assist older adults with vaccine and 
booster access. Postcards will be going out to a mailing list of older adults in our area 
with the invitation to contact TCOA if they need assistance scheduling or getting to a 
vaccine or booster appointment. 
 
TCOA recently received information from the state office on aging regarding the 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds. The funds have not been received but notice 
of award with dollar amounts was provided. However, the guidance for spending these 
funds are not out yet. Some money at the state level will be going to direct care worker 
wage increases, which are now permanent. M. Owen provided some history on the direct 
care worker situation.  
 
The Federal budget continues to function under a Continuing Resolution. Funds received 
this year are based on last year’s amounts until the new budget is finalized.  
 
M. Owen then provided a Millage update to inform the council on where funds are being 
spent and what TCOA has been able to accomplish in Ingham County with millage 
funding. Interest in forming a resident-driven senior millage committee has been 
expressed in Clinton and Eaton Counties. 
 

 
VII. Old Business 

A. Request for Pictures: K. Long reminded the council that the collage of council 
member photos will again be used in the Annual Report in leu of the traditional group 
shot. Head shots were requested for anyone that was on the council in 2021. Photos 
are to be sent to Kate Long longk@tcoa.org or connect with Tammy Lemmer 517-
887-1382 for other options.   

B. Conflict of Interest Forms: T. Lemmer requested forms from those that have not 
yet turned them in. T. Lemmer will email those she hasn’t received a form from yet. 
New members will receive one as well. It is a requirement to be transparent and 
recognize any conflicts for voting purposes. The information also helps TCOA know 
who is connected to community organizations and may be able to serve as liaisons for 
further collaboration. The form can be mailed, emailed (photo of form or scanned 
copy), dropped off, etc. Contact Tammy with questions.  

C. Member Binder updates: T. Lemmer will send a new binder to new members and 
has sent updates for specific content pages to the council via email or the postal 
service. If you did not receive the updated documents, contact Tammy. 
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VIII. New Business 
A. Multi-Year Plan Needs Assessment: K. Long provided a background on the Multi-

Year Plan and why it is necessary. She then went over the components of the Needs 
Assessment, including a phone survey, online and paper surveys, and forums, as well 
as the area plan document and timeline of the review and approval process.   

B. New Friends for Independence Structure: C. Cooper introduced herself and her 
role at TCOA as Fundraising and Volunteer Specialist. She then provided a 
background on the Friends for Independence Council. To make this group more open 
and informal, it has been restructured and will only meet twice a year to discuss 
budget and funding allocations. The two planning committees for the main 
fundraising events, the Golf Outing and Dinner & Auction, will be included under the 
umbrella of the Friends for Independence Council. These committees carry out a 
majority of fundraising efforts and will be invited to participate in the budget 
allocation meetings. Casey also extended an invitation to join FFI for anyone 
interested. Contact for Casey: cooperc@tcoa.org or 517-887-1377 
Save the Date for Golf: June 16  
Save the Date for Dinner & Auction: November 16  

C. TCOA Speakers Bureau: Due to the restructure of Friends For Independence and 
the continued need for help with public awareness, TCOA is exploring the creation of 
a volunteer-based Speakers Bureau. If anyone is interested, please contact Tammy at 
lemmert@tcoa.org or 517-887-1382. Discussion followed. Several members 
expressed an interest in serving. 

 
X.  Presentation: Assistive Technology, with Kellie Blackwell, Michigan Disability 

Rights Coalition. T. Lemmer introduced Kellie, who provided a brief bio and 
background on the Michigan Disability Rights Coalition Assistive Technology (AT) 
Team. Assistive Technology is any type of device that will help someone perform a task 
that they would not have been able to do so without the device. The Team is able to 
provide information and assistance as it relates to Assistive Technology, some technical 
assistance and training, short-term device loaning, and more.  
Typically, a call starts with an informal conversation to determine an individual’s specific 
needs. Devices in inventory that line up with an individual’s need are shipped as part of a 
short-term loan program, then a demonstration is performed via zoom or telephone. Some 
examples of technology were given. 
Kellie shared that the second Tuesday of each month, the AT Team hosts a Tech Tuesday 
Training virtually over the lunch hour to discuss different devices based on a set topic.  
She clarified that they do try to connect people to other funding sources to work on 
purchasing devices that work for an individual once the free short term loan period ends. 
Discussion followed including eligibility requirements which include someone that 
identifies as a person with a disability or an older adult, or a family member of either of 
those. There are no income eligibility requirements.  
Contact for Kellie: 517-333-2477 ext. 352 or 800-578-0280 ext. 352 or 
kellie@mymdrc.org  
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IX. Council Reports 
A. Social Security Administration/R. Ford: As of February 1, Social Security offices 

can now provide replacement 1099s by request over the phone or by logging on the 
My Social Security site and printing for oneself.  
A press release from January 19 announced the agency has reached an agreement 
with the labor unions for employees to return to the office and reopen. No details 
have been received, though, so there is no set date. 

B. Michigan Senior Advocates Council (MSAC)/T. Lemmer: New member and 
former Advisory Council Member Eileen Heideman officially joined MSAC. At the 
last meeting, the Council was introduced to the Association’s new lobby firm, 
Government Consulting Services, Inc. The meeting discussion focused on budgets, 
including preparations for the FY 23 budget and also the supplemental stimulus and 
recovery act dollars.  
Older Michiganians Day planning information was shared. The committee is 
discussing making it a hybrid event by still hosting a Senior Action Week May 9-13 
with activities and events virtually, as well as a smaller in-person event for Older 
Michiganians Day on Wednesday, May 11. Details are still being worked out. More 
information and documents will be shared at a later date. 

C.  State Advisory Council (SAC)/R. Ford: Commissioners of the SAC were invited to 
the Advancing Equity through Systems Change training offered through the state 
office on aging.  

D.  Nutrition Council/C. Buonodono: Mary Derby, the new Nutrition administrative 
support person was introduced. There have been no changes to Home Delivered 
Meals since the last report. Most participants are receiving a week’s worth of meals 
once a week, although there are exceptions based on need. Congregate Dining also 
remains unchanged with 14 sites open to dine-in and the remaining sites continue to 
offer “to-go” meals for pick up. 
Tasha Stetler, Community Nutrition Manager, continues to host Let’s Talk Tuesdays 
at Two with Tasha, which is now available on Teams with a call-in option.  

 E. Transportation Advisory Boards 
 CATA/Deb Weise provided a report ahead of time that K. Long shared. 

COVID Tests:  122 rides / 138 tests, COVID Vaccinations:  1856 rides / 2176 
vaccinations, Fixed route:  800+ rides / vaccinations. Conservatively, CATA is 
directly responsible for 3,000 vaccination rides via buses/vans. 
CATA continues a very aggressive hiring campaign (as is Transdev, their 
subcontractor). CATA’s goal is to hire 50+ Operators and Transdev is looking to hire 
at least 15. 
The mask mandate and capacity restrictions are still in place on paratransit vehicles. It 
should be noted that some clients feel they should be the only person in a vehicle or 
with only one other. CATA follows guidelines established by Ingham County Health 
Department and they have approved of CATA’s capacity numbers. All drivers and 
passengers are masked throughout each trip. 
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CATA is also in the process of ordering new cutaway buses and minivans. Supply 
chain shortages are hindering the delivery of the vehicles in a timely fashion, but 
CATA is doing everything they can to expedite the process. New fixed route buses are 
also on order. 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Triennial final meeting will be sometime 
between March and May. This is the “Super Bowl” for any transit agency, similar to 
an audit. CATA has gone through the preliminary process with their FTA consultants 
and are very confident that they will have no “findings.” 

 
Clinton Transit/A. Tomczyk learned that the operating hours have been expanded 
and new buses are on the roads. The new hours extend operating hours to 7pm on 
weekdays and 8am-6pm on Saturdays. A walk on program has started that allows 
busses stopped at shopping areas or downtown, riders may walk or roll on and obtain a 
ride. Individuals can still arrange a ride online or on an app on a smart device.  
 
Eatran/J. Gutierrez: Not present/no report. 

 
 

X. Member's Time and/or Announcements: Nothing shared. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:44pm. 
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