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TRI-COUNTY AGING CONSORTIUM ADVISORY COUNCIL VIRTUAL MEETING 
             Thursday April 14, 2022, 1:00 P.M. via Microsoft Teams 

 
Members Present Members Absent Staff Present 
Mary Ablan Joseph Gutierrez Carl Buonodono  
Susan Cockerill Sue Hoffman Casey Cooper 
Heather Febres-Cordero  Tammy Lemmer  
Bud Fliss  Kate Long 
Robyn Ford  Marion Owen 
Emma Henry Members Excused Tom Smith 
Zeenat Kotval-Karamchandani Barbara Smith   
Gloria Kovnot  Members of the Public 
Carla Lasater  Nakita Harden (Nutrition volunteer) 
Jessica Maas   
Cheryl Mask   
Lucy Maillette   
Tom Nobach   
Meghan Pineda   
Raul Presas   
Dawn Sargent   
John Stauffer   
Archi Tomczyk   
Anita Turner   

 
 
 
I. Call to Order: Meeting called to order at 1:02pm. 
 
II. Welcome and Introductions: Attendees were welcomed, and introductions were made. 
 
III. Approval of the Agenda for April 14, 2022: J. Stauffer motioned for 

approval. M. Pineda seconded. Motion passed. 
 
IV. Approval of the Minutes from March 10, 2022: H. Febres-Cordero motioned for 

approval. J. Stauffer seconded. Motion passed.    
 
V. Public Comment and Correspondence:  

 
T. Lemmer shared that the national partners at USAging (formerly N4A) are 
encouraging residents, specifically older adults, to connect with legislators and 
congressional representatives regarding a bipartisan letter intended for congress to adopt 
increases to Older Americans Act funding. Details were shared via email. 
 
Nakita Harden, TCOA volunteer and guest member of the public was welcomed.  
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VI. Executive Director’s Report: M. Owen mentioned the President’s proposed Federal FY 
2023 budget has been released and includes significant increases for the Older Americans 
Act programs. Community Services and the Nutrition Program (both home delivered and 
congregate meals) have the largest increases.  
The FY 2023 State Budget recommendations have been released and budget hearings 
have started. There is an emphasis on expanding MI Choice (Project Choices at TCOA) 
and seeing continued increases for direct care worker wages as well as nutrition, 
community, and in-home services.  
Jo Murphey, director of SHIP/MMAP, is retiring.  
The annual financial audit went very well with no findings.  
Agency operations are slowly returning to normal. M. Owen reviewed current operations 
and protocols. 
TCOA is getting more clarification on American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds but 
shared the understanding regarding guidance received thus far. 

 
VII. Presentation: Senior Action Week Older Michiganians Day: T. Lemmer shared the 

Area Agencies on Aging Association of Michigan (4AM) website and noted where to 
locate ‘Events’ for more information on Senior Action Week and Older Michiganians 
Day. There will be a small, invitation only in-person event on Wednesday, May 11 with a 
Livestream of the event. Contact Tammy Lemmer if you are interested in participating in-
person. T. Lemmer then gave an overview of what to expect during Older Michiganians 
Day, Platform items, and an invitation to complete a letter to Michigan Legislators with a 
goal to have letters in-hand on May 11. Discussion followed.  
 

VIII. Old Business 
A. Multi-Year Plan Needs Assessment and Next Steps: K. Long explained how the 

initial findings from the needs assessment as well as service data and staff discussions 
are helping the development of the draft area plan. We are required to have a Plan 
Summary available by April 24, but this should be available several days prior. 
K. Long then reminded the council that in May they will review the entire planning 
document and attachments to recommend to the board for approval. As soon as the 
full draft plan is completed, that will be made available on the website and by request. 
Individuals can contact Kate Long or Tammy Lemmer. We will be having public 
hearings in May. Dates, times, and locations were shared.  

           
IX. New Business 

A. FY 2022 ACLS Bureau Programmatic Assessment Update: T. Smith explained 
that TCOA contracts with multiple agencies across the service area and each year 
TCOA performs programmatic assessments with the contractors. T. Smith provided 
an overview of the assessment process and shared the findings.  

B. TCOA Volunteer Appreciation Month: C. Cooper announced Happy Volunteer 
Appreciation Month. TCOA is celebrating a little differently this year with “Pop-up 
Sites.” We will be visiting various locations to say Thank You and show 
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our appreciation. The list of dates and sites will be shared and council members are 
invited to participate. 

C. 2022 Meals on Wheels Charity Golf Outing: C. Cooper shared that the event will 
be on Wednesday, June 16 at Forest Akers West with a tee time of 9am and 
registration opening at 8am. Current efforts include recruiting teams and sponsors and 
collecting auction items. Registration and event information will be shared. Early bird 
pricing for golfers is good through May 31.  

D. FY 2022 RFP Timeline Update: T. Smith explained that each contractor enters into 
a 3-year contract with each planning and grant cycle. We are entering into a new 
cycle with a new grant period which means we are launching a Request for Proposal 
(RFP) process. The RFP Timeline was shared and reviewed. T. Smith then discussed 
the traditional Proposal Review Committee. A. Tomczyk, H. Febres-Cordero, J. 
Stauffer, and Z. Kotvol-Karamchandani volunteered to serve on the committee.  

 
X.  Council Reports 

A. Social Security Administration/R. Ford: Lobbies are open to in-person service 
without needing an appointment. Over half the staff are still tele-working so they are 
asking those that are able to perform service online or over the phone when possible 
due to individual office restrictions/staff limitations. Call ahead if you want/need an 
in-person visit. Additional materials and handouts were provided, including a press 
release relating to the reopening of the lobbies. 

B. Michigan Senior Advocates Council/M. Ablan: OMD was a large portion of the 
last meeting. There was also a good presentation by TCOA regarding MI Choice and 
a presentation from AARP regarding Broadband. The statstate budget for next fiscal 
year was also discussed. Usually, the legislature has started the process by now, but 
the process has been delayed.  
M. Owen shared that the plan to restructure mental health services seems to be fading 
and may not be pursued, at least at this time.  
M. Ablan then gave an overview of Auto No-Fault history and current issues and how 
MSAC sent a letter expressing the urgency to try and fix the dramatic cut in caregiver 
rates. Discussion followed. 

C. State Advisory Council/R. Ford: Meeting tomorrow (April 15) in-person in 
conjunction with the Commission on Services to the Aging meeting at the Lansing 
Hilton Garden Inn with a Public Hearing to follow. 

D. Nutrition Council/C. Buonodono: Thank you Volunteers. There was one site that 
was recently impacted by COVID. All safety protocols and preventative measures 
continue, and response protocols are being followed. Operations will slowly return to 
normal with all precautions in place. More information to come as things change.  
Let’s Talk Tuesday with Tasha at Two continues. Now on Teams with call-in option. 

E. Transportation Advisory Boards:  
CATA/D. Wiese: T. Lemmer shared the provided update: CATA Local Advisory 
Committee (LAC) members presented at CATA’s paratransit contractor’s (Transdev) 
monthly safety meeting on March 30.  Four LAC members participated 
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throughout the day at five different sessions.  LAC participation was received well by 
the Transdev managers and drivers alike.   
The LAC in partnership with CATA will engage in strategic planning facilitated by 
the trainer that worked with the CATA’s Board of Directors in completing its 
strategic planning process. Sessions are now being developed and will occur in the 
next few months. 
CATA is up to 2199 vaccination rides for Paratransit and over 700 fixed route rides 
totaling approximately 2900 vaccinations directly related to CATA services. CATA 
has also done over 500 via clinics.  
CATA will hold a Job fare on April 19 at the former Sears building. CATA is 
interviewing for Operators, Mechanics, Utility Workers, and Customer Experience 
people. 
The Federal mask mandate has been extended two weeks, into May. 
CATA is exploring limited, on demand, holiday service (the holidays that CATA is 
closed) and hope to pilot this year through a grant. 
Orders are in for fixed route buses, cutaway buses, and minivans.   
CATA Director Funkhauser continues to meet with other tri-county leaders to explore 
regional transportation. 

F. Eatran/J. Gutierrez: Not present/no report. T. Lemmer shared that meetings were 
expected to restart soon.  

G. Clinton Transit/A. Tomczyk: The office is closed for renovations. Therefore, 
Clinton Transit operations are parking will temporarily be in the South Point Mall. 
The buses are in the parking lot and being dispatched from there.  

 
X. Member's Time and/or Announcements (Including Current Topics or Concerns 

impacting Seniors, Persons with Disabilities and/or Community Related issues) 
 
M. Owen asked A. Turner if there is a National Black Caucus on Aging chapter active in Lansing. Anita 
responded that they are in a transition period and are hoping to have something reorganized soon.   
 
T. Lemmer brought forth a question that has been received from several group members on whether or 
not the Council will be meeting in person moving forward. Discussion followed. Some members 
appreciate the convenience of meeting online and others miss the interaction of an in person meeting. 
Members are encouraged to contact Tammy to provide additional feedback. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:32pm. 
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