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TRI-COUNTY AGING CONSORTIUM ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
             Thursday June 10, 2021, 1:00 P.M. 

 
Members Present Members Absent Staff Present 
Beals, Laurie Hoffman, Sue Buonodono, Carl 
Cockerill, Susan Martin, Kristina Hartenburg, Carrie 
Fliss, Bud Monroe, Phyllis Lemmer, Tammy 
Gutierrez, Joseph  Long, Kate 
Henry, Emma  Owen, Marion 
Kotval-Karamchandani, Zeenat  Smith, Thomas 
Kovnot, Gloria   
Lasater, Carla Members Excused Members of the Public 
Mask, Cheryl Ford, Robyn Becky Payne (AASA) 
Neve, Kelly Heideman, Eileen Neal Langford 
Pineda, Meghan Sargent, Dawn Jim Dell 
Presas, Raul Wiese, Deb Kevin McKinney(CPAN) 
Stauffer, John  Martha Levandowski (CPAN) 
Tomczyk, Archi  Stephen Sinas (CPAN) 
Turner, Anita   
Beals, Laurie   
 
I. Call to Order: M. Pineda called the meeting to order at 1:16pm following the Annual 

Implementation Plan Public Hearing. 
 
II. Welcome and Introductions: K. Long took attendance as shown above. 
 
III. Approval of the Agenda for June 10, 2021: M. Pineda requested approval of the 

agenda. A. Tomczyk motioned for approval. Z. Kotval-Karamchandani seconded. 
Motion passed. 

 
IV. Approval of the Minutes from May 13, 2021: M. Pineda requested approval of the 

minutes. J. Gutierrez motioned for approval. A. Tomczyk seconded. Motion passed. 
 
V. Public Comment and Correspondence: 

T. Lemmer congratulated Gloria Kovnot on the Viewpoint article published in the 
Lansing State Journal. The article highlighted the opportunity for older adults and retirees 
to stay engaged through volunteering for programs like Meals on Wheels, Evidence-
Based Programs, etc.  
T. Lemmer also gave a “shout out” to John Stauffer who was in a recent radio ad 
promoting the MI Veteran Affairs Association and services available to veterans. 
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VI. Presentation: Auto No Fault- What do Seniors Need to Know? Martha 
Levandowski, Kevin McKinney, and Stephen Sinas, Coalition to Protect Auto No 
Fault (CPAN) 

T. Lemmer introduced the speakers with a background on the Auto No Fault legislation 
and changes that go into effect July 1. She explained that these three representatives from 
CPAN will talk about what they are doing, the impacts on consumers, and what we need 
to know.  
K. McKinney and S. Sinas explained that there is a bill (HB 4992) that will be introduced 
today (June 10) by Rep. Berman which includes an alternative solution to the “fee 
schedule” problem. On July 2 under the reform, medical providers will have their rate of 
reimbursement reduced. Especially for patients not payable under Medicare. 
The new fee schedule causes many services to only be reimbursed at 55% of what 
providers were receiving a year ago. This may result in medical providers having to close 
their doors. 
There is literature available to educate consumers and Social Media campaigns have 
begun: “We Can’t Wait” and “Fix the Fix.” 
The presenters also shared that the new law has rules intended to apply changes to those 
already injured and receiving benefits, but they have filed a lawsuit challenging the 
constitutionality of those new rules and arguing that the rules should not be applied 
retroactively.  
There is an option for seniors on Medicare to opt out of the lifetime benefits for a 
discounted premium. The problem is there are serious limitations, and in some cases, 
Medicare can take their compensation from the at fault driver. In short, seniors get 
nothing out of the changes, and vastly underestimate the level of coverage needed for a 
catastrophic injury.  
Governor Whitmer is now engaged. Discussions are being had with the Speaker of the 
House who may be willing to look at alternatives. The Senate Majority Leader wants to 
“wait and see.”   
Providers are notifying patients and families to prepare for a change in care and programs 
in different parts of the state are closing. Many families are being left with few 
alternatives. The Long-Term Care Ombudsman wrote a letter to legislative leadership 
with concerns which seemed to grab the attention of administration. There is a bipartisan 
memorandum stating there is no intent for the current act to be applied retroactively. 
Discussion followed including a suggestion to contact local Representatives for 
advocacy, including Representative Brixie who signed on to the memorandum. 
For more information contact: mlevandowski@cpan.us, stevesinas@sinasdramis.com, or  
kevin@mckinneyandassociates.net  

 
VII. Executive Director’s Report: M. Owen shared that with the loosening of restrictions 

the staff COVID Ad Hoc Committee is discussing the plan to reopen, which would be 
done in phases. Staff can come to office now if needed, but only on their assigned days to 
allow for social distancing. Nutrition Dining Sites are looking to reopen in phases down 
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the road for protection of clients, staff, and volunteers, but also to allow for the kitchen to 
adjust.  
Ingham county does not allow us to reopen to public and we must wear masks in the 
office at this time regardless of vaccination status.  
Remote contacts continue with no in-person client visits.  
We are still waiting on the allocation of funds from the Federal Relief Act. This has to go 
through the state legislature who allocates amounts to the different departments. It 
appears there will be increased funding for home delivered meals, congregate meals, in-
home services, ombudsman, and some community services.  
M. Owen recognized Gloria Kovnot for her Senior Citizen of the Year award and article 
published in the Lansing State Journal.   
She closed with a plug for the Area Agencies on Aging Association of Michigan 
conference next week, June 15 and 16. 
 

VIII. Old Business 
A. 2021 Meals on Wheels Charity Golf Outing: T. Lemmer shared that TCOA had a 

successful outing. Data and numbers are still being compiled, but 107 golfers were 
expected. There was an increase in golfers and sponsorships from last year, which of 
course had more limitations. The silent auction was also a success, though totals are 
still being tallied. Casey will provide a formal report next month. Thank you to those 
that participated, donated, or bid on items.  

B. Older Michiganians Day/Senior Action Week: K. Lewis gave a recap of the TCOA 
Town Hall where local legislators discussed the 2021 OMD Platform pillars. T. 
Lemmer confirmed there were 30 attendees and all legislative offices except one had 
the Representative or a staff member attend.  
K. Lewis also gave a brief recap of the virtual OMD event on May 12.  
           

IX. New Business 
A. FY 2022 Annual Implementation Plan Approval: K: Long gave an overview of 

the Public Hearing that took place prior to the meeting and requested the Council 
recommend the Annual Plan for approval by the Administrative Board. B. Fliss 
motioned to recommend the plan for approval. G. Kovnot seconded. Motion carried. 

B. Creating Confident Caregivers® (CCC) relaunch: T. Lemmer announced that 
CCC will be hosting their first virtual workshop with virtual zoom orientation. The 
orientation is on June 24 and the first session is on Thursday July 1. The workshop 
will be held on Thursdays through August 5 from 4-6pm. A second series has been 
scheduled and all workshops and classes can be found on the TCOA website. 
T. Lemmer clarified that this is a caregiver focused workshop for those caring for 
individuals living at home with dementia. Other workshops have been available 
including Powerful Tools for Caregivers, but that is not dementia specific. 

 
X.  Council Reports 

A.  Social Security Administration: A representative was not in attendance. Therefore, 
no report was given. 
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B.  Michigan Senior Advocates Council: K. Lewis shared that the focus lately has been 

contacting Representatives via phone and email regarding Auto No Fault legislation. 
C.  State Advisory Council: K. Lewis thanked Tammy for sending the SAC report on 

social isolation. He then requested that councilmembers review report and share with 
others. The next report will focus on Aging in Place. They are in the research stages 
for that report. 

D.  Nutrition Council: C. Buonodono shared that Nutrition is gearing up for when it is 
safe to resume Monday-Friday deliveries with home delivered meals and reopening 
congregate sites. Each program reopening still requires a lot of planning, as well as 
approval and guidance from the state. Another concern, outside of client and 
volunteer safety, is not wanting to overwhelm the kitchen.  
Tasha still hosts the weekly Tuesday phone calls which is slowly growing and will 
likely continue even after reopening occurs.   

 E. Transportation Advisory Boards   
CATA/D. Wiese: T. Lemmer shared the update as D. Wiese was unable to attend. 
The Local Advisory Committee moved to approve the Spec-Tran Wait Stop protocols 
proposed by the Service Quality Subcommittee at its June 2 meeting. The document 
will be reviewed for comment and action by the CATA CEO.   
CATA has provided over 2,000 vaccination rides.  
CATA is working with Disability Network Capital Area and Rite Aid to target 
underserved areas with a mobile vaccination clinic. Their first destinations will be 
Stockbridge and Onondaga. Final details will be determined soon. 
Eatran/J. Gutierrez: No updates at this time 
Clinton/A. Tomczyk: Saturday buses continue. Average ridership is increasing with 
restrictions loosen up.  

 
X. Member's Time and/or Announcements: 

G. Kovnot shared that about 400+ houses of worship in the area will soon be receiving a 
mailing to highlight TCOA programs and services along with the previously mentioned 
Viewpoint article on volunteering.  
Gloria also shared that she will be attending the Administrative Board meeting and plans 
to discuss the Millage and planning efforts. 
Additionally, the Delta Senior Council has a trip coming up to Dell Gardens and there are 
extra spaces on the bus. It is $74 for the day. Call the Parks and Rec office to register. 
Deadline is Friday, 6/11. 

 
Meeting adjourned 2:27pm. 
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