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TRI-COUNTY AGING CONSORTIUM ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING 
             Thursday November 12, 2020, 1:00 P.M. 

Via tele-conference call due to recommendations to date relating to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Members Present Members Absent Staff Present 
Beals, Laurie Rios, Liza Buonodono, Carl 
Cockerill, Susan  Johnson, Chad Cooper, Casey 
Fliss, Bud  Lemmer, Tammy 
Gutierrez, Joseph  Owen, Marion 
Kotval-Karamchandani, Zeenat  Smith, Thomas 
Lasater, Carla   
Lewis, Kirk Members Excused Members of the Public 
Mask, Cheryl Baker, Susann Kovnot, Gloria 
Neve, Kelly Dell, Jim  
Pineda, Meghan Ford, Robyn  
Przybyl, Gina Heideman, Eileen  
Sargent, Dawn Monroe, Phyllis  
Tomczyk, Archi Stauffer, John  
Turner, Anita Zachrich, Joel  
Wallin, Jane   
   
 
I. Call to Order: A. Turner called the meeting to order at 1:00pm and requested a moment of 

silence for Jerome (JJ) Jackson. 
 
II. Welcome and Introductions: T. Lemmer took attendance.  
 
III. Approval of the Agenda for November 12, 2020: J. Wallin moved for approval. A. 

Tomczyk seconded. Motioned carried. 
 
IV. Approval of the Minutes from October 8, 2020: moved for approval. A. Tomczyk moved 

for approval. C. Lasater, seconded. Motioned carried. 
 
V. Public Comment and Correspondence: Gloria Kovnot introduced herself as an 

incoming representative from Ingham County who will be joining the Advisory Council 
in January. She previously served on the Advisory Council as a representative from Eaton 
County when she resided there.  
 
T. Lemmer shared news of the passing of longtime volunteer Art Lopes. TCOA staff and 
volunteers have Art’s family in our thoughts.  

 
VI. Executive Director’s Report:  

M. Owen shared that a colorful bouquet of flowers was sent to JJ Jackson’s wife, 
reminiscent of his favorite colors, vibrant personality and his dapper suits.  He will be 
greatly missed by all. As reported previously, TCOA is undergoing renovations including 
new carpeting, cubicles and painting. T. Lemmer reported on the Personal 
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Care Bag grant received from AASA. Items are being identified to meet personal hygiene 
needs of isolated and/or high-risk seniors and will include informational materials as well 
as activity books and games or other items if funding allows. Previous callers to TCOA’s 
Crisis Services line will be prioritized to receive the bags.  
 
TCOA continues to be vigilant about Covid-19 and related safety precautions and 
MDHHS Executive Orders under the public health code, and we will work with MDHHS 
in any way we can to assure that older adults can be vaccinated and provide education 
and outreach necessary. PPE distribution has continued to clients and service providers.  
The state budget included minimal increase for older adult services and Mi-Choice 
Waiver. The AAA Association is continuing to advocate for the permanent addition of 
the $2/hour increase for direct care workers, which currently is slated to expire in 
December.  
 
Staff are working with Ingham County to approve the contract for managing the recently 
approved Elder Persons Millage funding to help reduce the wait list for in-home services, 
prevent a wait list for home delivered meals, and enhance vital services such as legal 
assistance and the Ombudsman program, crisis services, Information and Assistance, 
Community Resource Navigator and other critical services such as home repair or 
modification to enable older adults to remain in their homes. It is anticipated that the 
Ingham County Board of Commissioners will approve the contract within the next few 
weeks as it moves through the Human Services and Finance committees. Volunteers and 
community members have started conversations for a similar effort in Clinton and Eaton 
Counties.  
 
Be safe and wear your masks!  
 

 
VII. Old Business 

A. TCOA Dinner and Auction:  
C. Cooper provided an update to the council on the results of the annual Dinner and 
Auction, held virtually on November 5, 2020. TCOA raised about $56,000 total, 
compared to $80,000 last year, which was a record year.  We had no raffle, no games, 
no live auction, and fewer items overall. We did raise about $13,000 in the silent 
auction which is comparable to last year’s amount. The video was well received and 
included great client testimonials. The link remains available on the TCOA website 
and Facebook pages, which received an increase in traffic and exposure in the days 
leading up to the event. C. Cooper once again thanked the planning committee and 
everyone who donated and/or tuned in to the event.   
 
The 2021 Dinner and Auction is currently scheduled for Thursday, November 18, 
2021 at the MSU Kellogg Center in East Lansing.  
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B. Election of 2021 Officers:  
M. Pineda, Chair of the Nominating Committee presented the slate as adopted at the 
last meeting:  
President: Meghan Pineda  
First Vice President: Bud Fliss 
Second Vice President: Archi Tomczyk 
Secretary: Phyllis Monroe 
J. Wallin motioned to approve the slate. K. Neve seconded. Motioned carried. 
Thanks were offered to outgoing officers and those who have agreed to serve in 2021.  

           
VIII. New Business 

A. Advisory Council Terms: 
T. Lemmer reminded members that recommendations for agency representatives are 
being sought for terms beginning in January. The Council makes recommendations 
and the TCOA Administrative Board approves or declines. Wind Beneath My Wings 
is eligible for a second term; however, two slots need a new agency identified as 
JWR/Elizabeth’s Place and RSVP Senior Companion terms are ending.  
Based on November’s discussion, Maplewood Adult Foster Care was identified as a 
potential new representative. There is still interest in having someone connected to 
senior housing in some way, with local Service Coordinators raised as a possibility.  
B. Fliss moved to recommend Maplewood AFC and Wind Beneath Your Wings as 
agency representatives for three-year terms beginning in January 2021.  C. Lasater 
seconded, and the motion passed. The recommendation will go before the TCOA 
Administrative Board on November 16.  
TCOA staff will continue to explore housing related options for the remaining slot. 
Suggestions may also be shared with Tammy Lemmer or a TCOA staff person.  
 
T. Lemmer also reviewed individual positions highlighting which terms are ending, 
which includes two slots for Ingham County, one for Eaton County, and two currently 
vacant positions for City of Lansing.  

 
X.  Council Reports 

A.  Social Security Administration: No report. It was noted that offices are prioritizing 
callers for limited in person assistance as able.  
B.  Michigan Senior Advocates Council: K. Lewis discussed the continuing advocacy 
to maintain the $2 an hour wage increase for Direct Care Workers through the end of the 
calendar year. Most Legislative offices are closed to the public, so all advocacy is being 
conducted via the phone or email.  
C.  State Advisory Council: K. Lewis reported that the report of social isolation is being 
compiled and will be released in early 2021. 
D.  Nutrition Council: C. Buonodono shared that the TCOA Community Nutrition 
Manager continues to meet remotely with and connect with dining site coordinators and 
volunteers. Home Delivered Meals and Congregate Dining site pickups continue to see 
high numbers of participants.  
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C. Buonodono described the new AASA-funded Boxes, Bags and Buddies program, an 
Innovations in Nutrition Grant from Administration for Community Living. Meals on 
Wheels participants will be paired with a buddy who will deliver their weekly meals 
which will include one meal that requires some cooking, an instructional DVD created by 
MSU Extension and a recipe card created by Christine Histed, Registered Dietician. The 
Buddy and the meal recipient will use those tools to finish the meal preparation together 
virtually. 
C. Buonodono also described the Food and Friendship Connotations project, which will 
pair an older adult living with HIV with a peer support volunteer for socialization and 
assistance. Meals will also be provided.  
TCOA is expecting 470 additional Quarantine Food boxes through the USAD. The Q-
boxes will contain shelf-stable food items such as pasta, rice, and canned vegetables, plus 
recipe cards.  
 
E. Transportation Advisory Boards   
J. Jackson/CATA: No Report. CATA will identify a new representative  
J. Gutierrez/Eatran: No Report.   
A. Tomczyk/Clinton Transit: New Drivers are being hired. There is competition for 
new employees due to the new cheese factory and other employers. The pandemic is 
continuing to impact riders, including fewer students due to social distancing regulations. 
Clinton Transit is applying for a grant that would enable them to train drivers to provide 
other busing services. 

 
XI. Issue Items/Member's Time and/or Announcements    

 C. Lasater announced that Disability Network Capital Area has received a new 
shipment of cloth masks if anyone needs them. T Lemmer noted that TCOA still has 
some as well.  
A. Turner noted that October was Domestic Violence Awareness Month and that Nurses 
are focused on premature births in the month of November. T. Lemmer also noted that 
November is Caregiver Awareness month. Check out the TCOA Facebook page for 
resources, as well as information on health and wellness classes.  
C. Mask shared concerns about visitor restrictions at nursing homes and the possible lack 
of oversight of those facilities with fewer people coming in and out. T. Smith reviewed 
the role of the Long-Term Care Ombudsman in serving as an advocate for residents of 
nursing facilities. He will send out the contact information for the local ombudsman.  
T. Lemmer also noted that Diabetes PATH now has options via telephone for those not 
comfortable with Zoom.   
D. Sargent was confirmed as the Advisory Council rep for the November Board meeting.  
A. Tomczyk clarified the next meeting date as December 10, and it was noted that JJ 
would have caught the error.  
Happy Thanksgiving wishes were extended before the meeting adjourned at 
2:09pm. 
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