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TRI-COUNTY AGING CONSORTIUM ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING 
             Thursday October 8, 2020, 1:00 P.M. 

Via tele-conference call due to recommendations to date relating to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Members Present Members Absent Staff Present 
Baker, Susann Beals, Laurie Buonodono, Carl 
Dell, Jim Cockerill, Susan  Lemmer, Tammy 
Fliss, Bud Mask, Cheryl Long, Kate 
Ford, Robyn Rios, Liza Owen, Marion 
Gutierrez, Joseph  Smith, Thomas 
Heideman, Eileen   
Jackson, JJ   
Johnson, Chad   
Kotval-Karamchandani, Zeenat Members Excused Members of the Public 
Lewis, Kirk Gardner, Penny  
Neve, Kelly Lasater, Carla  
Pineda, Meghan Monroe, Phyllis  
Przybyl, Gina Sargent, Dawn  
Tomczyk, Archi Stauffer, John  
Turner, Anita   
Wallin, Jane   
Zachrich, Joel   
 
I. Call to Order: A. Turner called the meeting to order at 1:00pm. 
 
II. Welcome and Introductions: T. Lemmer took attendance.  
 
III. Approval of the Agenda for October 8, 2020: J. Jackson moved for approval. J. Dell 

seconded. Motioned carried. 
 
IV. Approval of the Minutes from September 10, 2020: J. Wallin moved for approval. M. 

Pineda seconded. Motioned carried. 
 
V. Public Comment and Correspondence: No public comment or correspondence.  
 
VI. Executive Director’s Report:  

M. Owen reminded the council that although the Supreme Court ruled that the Governor 
doesn’t have authority to continue to issue emergency orders, state and local orders have 
been issued under the public health code. Many of these orders include mask 
requirements and gathering limits. The orders issued by MDHHS basically mirrored the 
Governor’s orders, with some exceptions. TCOA is waiting to get more information on 
face-to-face visits, but those are not likely to resume for some time. Besides receiving 
guidance from MDHHS, TCOA offices are located in Ingham County and therefore, the 
existing response plan for staff and program modifications (available on the website) is 
still applicable and clients are being contacted regularly via telephone or video chat.  
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Another cloth mask shipment was received from the MDHHS Aging and Adult Services 
Agency (AASA). Contact T Lemmer if you or a family member need one.  
M. Owen provided an update on budgets, and the ongoing efforts to advocate for a 
permanent $2 an hour increase to Direct Care Workers (DCW). Currently a short term 
increase ins in effect through December 31.  
Also mentioned was a TCOA project to provide kits that include brain stimulating 
activities for those that are facing isolation and loneliness based on recent contact with 
staff.  Discussion followed. 

 
VII. Old Business 

A. FY 2020 SGA Programmatic Assessments Review: 
T. Smith provided an overview of the Programmatic Assessment Summary, which 
was sent to council members prior to the meeting, including the process and results of 
assessment.  
M. Owen shared more information about the various types of annual contractors and 
the background of the monitoring process.  

B. TCOA Dinner and Auction:  
T. Lemmer provided an update to the council that the date of the annual Dinner and 
Auction has been changed to November 5, 2020 and will be an online/virtual gala. 
The on-air portion will start at 6pm and last until about 7pm that evening. Most of the 
broadcast will be prerecorded with a live segment from TCOA staff. The link to 
access the event will be available on the TCOA website and Facebook pages. 
Attendance for the event is free, but TCOA is still requesting that guests register so 
you can receive a reminder and link.  
Discussion followed including clarification that the silent auction will open prior to 
the livestream and will be available until shortly after the event as well.  

C. Election of 2021 Officers:  
M. Pineda shared as part of the Nominating Committing the following proposed 
nominations: 
President: Meghan Pineda  
First Vice President: Bud Fliss 
Second Vice President: Archi Tomczyk 
Secretary: Phyllis Monroe 
No nominations were shared from the floor. J. Jackson motioned for approval. S. 
Baker seconded. Motioned carried. The Slate Nominations were approved and will be 
voted on for election next month. 

           
VIII. New Business 

A. Ingham County Millage:  
M. Owen discussed the recent passage of the Ingham County Senior Millage. TCOA 
is working with the County on details as they will contract with TCOA. The millage 
is intended to provide essential services to eliminate or prevent waiting lists, 
including Meals on Wheels and in-home services. Other intended services were listed 
and discussed, including crisis services. M. Owen announced there will 
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be an advisory committee formed specific to the millage and wanted Advisory 
Council members (Ingham and Lansing representatives) to be aware if interested. The 
millage money will not be available until January 2021 and the contract is for a year, 
while the millage funding was approved for 4 years.  
Eaton County is in the discussion phase of proposing a millage for their county.  
Discussion followed. 
 

B. Advisory Council Terms: 
T. Lemmer explained that recommendations for agency representatives are being 
sought for terms beginning in January. The Council makes recommendations and the 
TCOA Administrative Board approves or declines. The Nutrition Council, Social 
Security Administration, Community Mental Health, Disability Network Capital 
Area, and Department of Health and Human Services hold standing terms. Other 
agencies are limited to two 3-year terms. Wind Beneath My Wings is eligible for a 
second term, however, two slots need a new agency identified as JWR/Elizabeth’s 
Place and RSVP Senior Companion terms are ending.  
The Council will need to make recommendations in November as the Board does not 
normally meet in December. Some categories to consider as members think of 
specific recommendations are Senior Centers, Adult Day Centers, and Home Care 
Agencies. TCOA will compile a list of specific recommendations which will be 
shared prior to the November meeting. Suggestions should be shared with Tammy 
Lemmer or a TCOA staff person. 
 
T. Lemmer also reviewed individual positions highlighting which terms are ending, 
which includes two slots for Ingham County, one for Eaton County, and two currently 
vacant positions for City of Lansing.  

 
X.  Council Reports 

A.  Social Security Administration: R. Ford shared that the Social Security lobbies are 
still closed to public, but staff are still assisting online and by phone. Those needing 
assistance are being directed to call their local office versus the toll free number due to 
longer than normal wait times.  
The Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) will be announced Tuesday, October 13. 
Additionally, the Benefit Verification Letter was standardized. The Administration is 
encouraging people to register for a My Social Security account and receive the letter 
online. 
B.  Michigan Senior Advocates Council: T. Lemmer shared that the biggest focus of 
the last meeting was going to be on budget conversation, but there haven’t been any 
significant changes and many discussions happened behind closed doors. Funding is 
mostly stable for older adult services including the $2 an hour wage increase for DCW 
through the end of the calendar year. The Council is watching for issues that may arise 
during the Lame Duck session (the period between the elections and the end of the term 
in December.) 
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C.  State Advisory Council: R. Ford shared that the Council is still working on the 
Senior Isolation Report. The next meeting is on October 22 and will be a virtual meeting. 
D.  Nutrition Council: C. Buonodono shared that the TCOA Community Nutrition 
Manager continues to meet remotely every other week with dining site coordinators. 
Although there are no plans to reopen sites in the immediate future, planning discussions 
are underway. To–go events are happening and are receiving positive feedback.  
Home Delivered Meals continue with a once a week delivery at the assessed need. C. 
Buonodono also shared that a new AmeriCorps Member will be starting on October 19. 
Boxes, Bags and Buddies is a new program through AASA that provides new program 
participants the opportunity to receive food items requiring minimal preparation along 
with a partner they can connect with virtually to share the meal.  
E. Transportation Advisory Boards   
J. Jackson/CATA: CATA purchased 20 new vans and 15 new buses. Recent data 
showed that CATA is serving 48% of typical rider numbers. Spectran services are 40% 
down from normal. Board Elections occurred and J. Jackson shared updates on CATA 
advisory members. He also provided an update on the Wait-Stop service, including 
correspondence to existing Spectran riders regarding access to the service. CATA 
pandemic response measures were also reviewed. 
J. Gutierrez/Eatran: No information was received from Ms. Webb, but the buses are 
running, though ridership is down. Millage renewal promotion has been great. Eatran is 
back to collecting payment for rides. 
A. Tomczyk/Clinton Transit: The Transportation Millage passed and money should be 
received by the end of November. Ridership is down but is building rapidly which can be 
partially attributed to Peckham riders using public transit more frequently due to their 
offices opening back up. 
Clinton Transit has also expanded hours to allow for greater access (6am-7pm). 
School ridership is at 50% and grocery delivery is still active. 

 
XI. Issue Items 

  
M. Pineda asked a question regarding the DCW wage increase and what programs are 
included. K Neve from Ingham DHHS clarified that the increase applies to home help 
programs as well.  

 
XII.       Member's Time and/or Announcements    
 

 
J. Dell commented that it has been a pleasure serving on the council. He also voiced 
interest in staying active in council or attending as a public member. 

 
 Meeting adjourned at 2:36pm. 
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