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TRI-COUNTY AGING CONSORTIUM ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING 
             Thursday October 10, 2019, 1:00 P.M. 

 
Members Present Members Absent Staff Present 
Baker, Susann Gardner, Penny Aikman, Sara 
Beals, Laurie Gutierrez, Joseph Buonodono, Carl 
Cockerille, Susan Obanjoko, Adam Lemmer, Tammy 
Ford, Robyn Rios, Liza Long, Kate 
Heideman, Eileen  Owen, Marion 
Johnson, Chad  Smith, Thomas 
Keilman, Linda   
Lasater, Carla Members Excused  
Monroe, Phyllis Estes, Mary  
Neve, Kelly Jackson, JJ  
Pineda, Meghan Sargent, Dawn Guests Present 
Przybyl, Gina Turner, Anita Ford, Linda 
Tomczyk, Archi Wilkes, Jason (RSVP) Fryer, Judy 
Wallin, Jane  Mask, Cheryl 
Zachrich, Joel  McKinney, Kevin  
   

 
 

I. Call to Order: E. Heideman called the meeting to order at 1:02 PM. 
 
II. Welcome and Introductions: Members and guests were welcomed, and introductions 

were made.   
 
III. Approval of the Agenda for October 10, 2019: A. Tomczyk motioned to approve the 

agenda as submitted. K. Neve seconded. Motion carried.   
 
IV. Approval of the Minutes from September 12, 2019: A. Tomczyk motioned to approve 

the minutes as submitted. S. Baker seconded. Motion carried.   
 
V. Public Comment and Correspondence: T. Lemmer reminded the committee of the 

Navigating the Golden Years seminar on October 12 at St. Thomas Aquinas 8am-
12:30pm, put on by SAFE. Also mentioned were the Mobile Food Pantry flyers and the 
Age-Friendly State Conference where she learned of a national grant opportunity for a 
“Fit Lot.” She offered an overview of the AARP Fit Lot initiative and noted preference 
would be given to those included in AARP age-friendly initiatives, which includes the 
Cities of Lansing and East Lansing. 
 
J. Zachrich shared his positive experience at the Global Warming on Health seminar with 
Rep. Angela Witwer. He will send T. Lemmer the report. The seminar covered climate 
change and how insects, plants, Great Lakes etc. are affected.  
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VI. Executive Director’s Report: M. Owen shared that the State budget allocated a 5% 

increase for MI Choice/Project Choices, which equates to 40 million more dollars. 
Unfortunately, there were no increases for programs funded through AASA (MOW, In-
home, daycare, etc.). A Continuing Resolution for the Federal Budget is effective through 
November 21, so there is no update. Proposed increases in allowable funding through the 
Older Americans Act renewal will hopefully result in increases to those programs.  
 
The TCOA Multi-Year Plan was approved by the Commission on Aging at their meeting 
on September 20.  
 
M. Owen and staff have been working with the Ingham County Board of Commissioners 
Human Services Committee in discussing a Senior Millage for the county. The current 
proposal is to do a separate millage to keep seniors “independent in their homes,” which 
would help address the wait lists, and provide potential funding for chore services, crisis 
services, expanding Options Counseling and Community Health Workers. Commissioner 
Robin Naeyert has been a big ally for this effort. M. Owen will share more information as 
it becomes available.  

 
VII. Presentation: Auto No-Fault Reform-What Older Adults Should Know, Kevin 

McKinney from the Coalition to Protect Auto No-fault 
 

T. Lemmer introduced Mr. McKinney who is with the Coalition to Protect Auto No-fault 
(CPAN). K. McKinney gave a brief background on his work with Auto No-fault and an 
overview of the CPAN. CPAN’s goals for the No-fault were fair and balanced reform, 
which included lowering premiums, reducing fraud risk from the system, addressing the 
cost factors with fee schedules and protecting consumers through rate regulation.  
 
K. McKinney broke down the Act as passed and pointed out some of the problems. Some 
aspects became official the day the bill was signed, such as the discontinuation of lifetime 
coverage. Items that will be phased in include fee schedules (July 2021) and Personal 
Injury Protection (PIP) Choice (July 2020).  
 
He passed out several handouts that included “Tips for Lowering Your Premium” and an 
informational flyer about who is affected by the reform and what Michiganders can do to 
help protect Auto No-fault.  
 
K. McKinney then shared CPAN’s continuing efforts in not supporting “Senior Opt Out,” 
looking at wrap around coverage, and PIP Choice. CPAN held a Rally on September 25 
where 3,000 people attended in response to the new law. He reported that 700 letters 
were sent to legislators in response as well. CPAN is scheduled to do a 6-month Public 
Education Campaign starting soon about what changed with the law, and 
what to look at when making insurance choices.  
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McKinney noted that Senate majority Leader Mike Shirkey is not interested in major 
changes, but is open to small changes to sections such as the fee schedule.  
 
An 18-point, complicated lawsuit was filed October 4 by guardians on behalf of two 
patients with Traumatic Brain Injuries (TBIs). The lawsuit may serve as a leverage point 
to get things done in the legislature, but there are no guarantees.  
 
Discussion followed, including how it will affect in-home care services. During the 
discussion, K. McKinney mentioned the public can read more about the reform at 
www.CPAN.us, searching for “Navigating the Chaos.” 

 
VIII. Old Business 

A. TCOA Dinner and Auction: T. Lemmer reminded the council that invitations were 
handed out last month and registrations can be turned back in to her or Casey. Raffle 
tickets are also still available. If someone sells $400 or more, the seller gets two 
additional dinner tickets. The event is on November 7th at Eagle Eye Banquet Center and 
T. Lemmer shared that the program has been modified and shortened. 

           
IX. New Business 

A. Advisory Council Terms: T. Lemmer explained there will be no turnover in 
organizational service provider terms. However, some individuals are term limited. T. 
Lemmer highlighted current and pending vacancies (specifically for the City of Lansing 
and City of East Lansing) and the process to apply. Members were pleased to welcome a 
potential City of Lansing member visiting today.  
 

B. Select a Nominating Committee for Election of Officers: T. Lemmer thanked current 
officers and gave an overview of the positions. At this time, a Nominating Committee is 
needed to identify a slate for new officer terms. Members that volunteered to be on the 
Nominating Committee are E. Heideman, M. Pineda and A. Tomczyk. 
  

X.  Council Reports 
A. Social Security Administration: R. Ford passed out three handouts. The first included 

medicare.gov information on when seniors should receive their new cards. R. Ford also 
pointed out that medicare.gov can be used to verify information including Medicare 
numbers and who to call if you are contacted by a scammer. The second handout was 
regarding benefits for children with disabilities. She shared this with the group because 
benefits could help grandparents raising grandchildren. The third handout was about the 
Cost-Of-Living Adjustment increase for Social Security recipients. The 1.6% increase 
will take effect in 2020. Additionally, R. Ford shared that Medicare has not announced 
the new premium.  

 
B. Michigan Senior Advocates Council: T. Lemmer reported that many advocates went to 

the Auto No-fault rally. At the time of the meeting there was no State 
Budget. The Council used the time to debrief from the Legislative Meet and 
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Greet event they sponsored in September. For the remainder of 2019 there is an October 
meeting, no meeting in November, and a December meeting which may get canceled.  
Region 6 still has one vacant delegate seat available. 
 

C. State Advisory Council: R. Ford explained that the Council is meeting next month. The 
Council Chair will be meeting with the Commission on Aging to receive a new charge 
for the upcoming year. More information will be shared in the future. 

 
D. Nutrition Council: P. Monroe said there was no meeting in October, therefore, no 

report.   
 

E. Transportation Advisory Boards:   
 
Clinton Transit/A. Tomczyk reported that Clinton Transit has a new interim General 
Manager, Melissa Shed, who previously worked with a mobility program serving 
Shiawassee County. Clinton Transit also has a new Mobility Manager. The propane 
filling station is complete. The new buses have been received but need to be “branded.” 
The Board is currently working on the new budget.  
 
CATA/J. Jackson – Not present/no report.  
 
Eatran/J. Gutierrez - Not present/no report.  

 
XI. Issue Items 

 (Current Topics or Concerns impacting Seniors, Persons with Disabilities and/or 
Community Related issues)      No issues raised.  

 
XII.     Member's Time and/or Announcements    

M. Pineda shared that there is a Memory Matters Symposium at Eagle Eye on November 
6 from 9-3. The event is free and lunch is provided, but registration is required. The event 
is organized by Independence Village of Grand Ledge. The registration form will be 
shared following the meeting. 
 
J. Fyer shared that it is Mental Health Awareness Week. There will be events on MSU’s 
campus and around Lansing, as well as a walk in Grand Rapids this weekend. 
Also, Meridian Township Senior Center will have an event through the Joe Pentecost 
Foundation on October 15 at Okemos High School. Visit www.rrclansing.org for more 
information. 
 
K. Neve announced DHHS was able to increase the agency rate to providers as of 
October 1. Discussion followed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:24pm. 

http://www.tcoa.org/
http://www.rrclansing.org/

