
 

 

TRI-COUNTY AGING CONSORTIUM ADVISORY COUNCIL 

          Our mission is to promote and preserve the independence and dignity of the aging population 

September 13, 2018 Minutes, revised 

 

Members Present Members Excused Guests Present 

Baker, Susann Ferris, Suzanne Masters, Linda (potential council 

member) 

Barrett, Carol (for RSVP/SCP) Fliss, Bud Lewis, Kirk (MSAC, SAC) 

Estes, Mary Heideman, Eileen  

Ford, Robyn   

Gutiérrez, Joseph   

Jackson, JJ   

Jason, Andrew (for Sixty Plus 

Elderlaw Clinic) 

Members Absent Staff Present 

Johnson, Chad Kienitz, Shannon Aikman, Sara 

Keilman, Linda Sargent, Dawn Buonodono, Carl 

Lasiter, Carla  Cooper, Casey 

Monroe, Phyllis  Lemmer, Tammy 

Morse, June  Long, Kate 

Pineda, Meghan  Owen, Marion 

Rickman, Jennifer (for DHHS)  Rogers, Shelly 

Turner, Anita  Smith, Thomas 

Voisinet, Ruth   

Wallin, Jane   

 

I. Call to Order: President R. Ford called the meeting to order at 1:00pm. 
 

II. Welcome and Introductions: Members were welcomed, and introductions were made. 
 

III. Approval of the Agenda: for September 13, 2018 J. Jackson made a motion to approve the 

agenda. J. Morris seconded. Motion carried.  
 

IV. Approval of the Minutes for July 12, 2018 (No meeting in August): J. Wallin made a motion 

to approve the minutes for July 12, 2018. J. Morse seconded. Motion carried.  
 

V. Public Comment and Correspondence: T. Lemmer discussed a survey relating to a 

“Grandparent Raising Grandchildren Due to the Opioid Epidemic” project. She also extended 

greetings from Martha Yoder, who has moved out of the area and won’t be continuing on the 

Council.  
 

VI. Executive Director’s Report: M. Owen talked about the federal budget passing the Senate in 

August with funding for Older Americans Act services virtually the same as the current year. 

Two programs were thankfully restored-- the SHIP (Medicare/Medicaid Assistance 

Program/MMAP in Michigan) and the Senior Employment Program. The House and Senate will 

have to work out the entire budget and it will likely result in a continuing resolution, as has been 



 

 

the experience in the past several years. M. Owen distributed a chart from N4A that describes 

funding appropriations to aging programs since FY 2010. 

 
AARP of Michigan will be working with the new Governor to designate the entire state as an Age 

Friendly State. A Task Force has been formed and TCOA is a member. There are eight domains 

influencing the quality of life and health including, accessibility to outdoor spaces and buildings, safe 

and affordable transportation, respect and social inclusion and community support and civic 

participation. More information is available on the AARP website. J. Wallin made a motion to 

endorse the efforts and J. Morse seconded. Discussion followed.  

 

MDHHS Medical Services Division (MSA) works with an actuarial firm to develop the new rates for 

the MI Choice Medicaid waiver program. The preliminary rates for FY 2019 were released with 

increases in many categories. The level of reimbursement depends on the rates, which are based on 

client functional, medical, cognitive level and the degree of services necessary to support the client. 

New rates also include some relief for agencies who serve high cost, high care clients. These factors 

will have a positive impact on the financial health of Project Choices, which has already improved 

greatly thanks to creative and dedicated staff. TCOA is also working toward restoring some of the 

rates paid to home care agencies who have continued to provide good care with reduced rates. This 

has been a huge challenge for them given the high turnover in direct care workers and how hard it is 

to hire competent workers given the low pay. TCOA is finalizing the 2019 agency budget which will 

be taken to the Board for approval on Monday, September 17. 

 

The Area Agencies on Aging Association of Michigan (4AM) is in the process of creating an LLC as 

a component of the Association. The LLC will serve in a variety of capacities including a statewide 

entity for contracting/or management to position the AAA’s for successful partnerships in the current 

and future healthcare marketplace.  

 

The grant for the PREVNT program has been renewed for another year through AASA (Aging and 

Adult Services Agency) in the amount of $50,000.  

 

The Office of the Auditor General seems to have completed their review of TCOA as part of their 

audit of AASA. They are also reviewing three other AAA’s in the state. This has been a long process 

covering verification of compliance with AASA standards including criminal background checks, 

staff training, financial records, oversight of contractors, verification of client records and costs.  

 

TCOA received the results of the AASA AAA assessment covering the standards and rules for 

AAA’s. The results were positive with no findings. AASA also assessed the Nutrition Program and 

the results were mostly positive. C. Buonodono explained the assessment went well other than one 

finding for Meals on Wheels Home Delivered Meals program because one client did not have a Re-

assessment on file. Re-assessments are required every 6 months for every client per the standard. A 

plan has been put in place to correct the issue and to try and prevent it from happening again.  

 

The Intra-State Funding Formula (IFF) through AASA has been approved by the Commission and is 

reflected in the FY 2019 funding allocation. Due to the increase in the over age 60 population in the 

tri-county region, TCOA will receive additional federal and state funds with the new formula.  
 



 

 

VII. Presentation: Medicare Medicaid Assistance Program. Shelly Rogers, MMAP Coordinator, 

provided a brief description of the Medicare Medicaid Assistance Program. Program details for 

2019 will be available at the beginning of October. Open Enrollment runs October 15, 2018 

through December 7, 2018. Appointments are available Monday through Friday, 8am to 5pm, 

and are requested in advance by calling 1-800-803-7174. There are MMAP Counselors in all 

counties and Open Enrollment events through the service area, mostly at area senior centers. S. 

Rogers provided a brief description of the “Donut Hole” gap in coverage experienced by many, 

and notified the council that legislation may be introduced to fix the hole. S. Rogers also 

reviewed a scam relating to the new Medicare cards. Discussion followed. 

 

VIII. Old Business 

A. RFP Contract Renewals: Tom Smith, TCOA thanked the renewal committee (J. Wallin, S. 

Baker, M. Estes, B. Fliss and R. Ford), who reviewed the proposed contractors for 2019 

AASA expenditures. These are agencies who were approved through the RFP process for a 

three year cycle. The renewal process included a review of program status, current and 

historic spending, and proposed budgets. Approved funding amounts are based on FY 2018 

figures and are subject to change upon finalization of the FY 2019 budget. J. Wallin made a 

motion to approve the resolutions to the Administrative Board recommending Access 

Services, In-Home Services, and Community Services Funding. S. Baker seconded.  Motion 

carried with two abstentions. 

 

B. 2019 AIP Update: T. Lemmer, TCOA explained that the Administrative Board passed the 

2019 AIP in July, a month later than usual because there was no quorum in June. The plan 

has since been officially submitted to AASA and the State Commission on Aging. TCOA 

staff will be going before the Commission on September 21 to seek final approval of the plan 

and TCOA appreciates the support and patience of the Advisory Council. T. Lemmer also 

explained the new three-year cycle will be starting soon and TCOA is looking for ideas and 

ways to connect with the community. 

 

IX. New Business 

A. TCOA Dinner and Auction raffle and dinner tickets. Casey Cooper, TCOA reminded 

members that this year’s Dinner and Auction is November 8th at Eagle Eye Banquet Center, 

and distributed RSVP forms for complimentary tickets for members and one guest. 

Additional guests are welcome at the cost of $60 per ticket. Raffle tickets are also available 

for purchase. Individuals may sign out tickets to sell, with an incentive of a free dinner ticket 

for anyone who sells $400 worth or more. Tickets are $5 each or $20 for 5 tickets and are due 

back November 2. T. Lemmer highlighted the auction portion of the evening. Thank you to 

sponsors and participants.  

 

B. 3rd Quarter FY 2018 Services Report: Kate Long, TCOA reviewed highlights of the 3rd 

quarter report, including information on the RFP contractors. MMAP numbers have 

increased substantially, Kinship Care Respite has spent allocated funds and are referring out, 

retention rates for Personal Action Toward Health workshops were noted, and to date all 

Project Fresh coupons have been distributed. Discussion followed.  



 

 

C. Advisory Council Terms: T. Lemmer reviewed the individual and agency terms that are set 

to end in December. Individual appointments are made by the local units of government and 

the agency reps are recommended by Advisory Council to the Consortium Board for 

approval. Individual terms set to expire include R. Voisinet (Clinton County), M. Yoder 

(Eaton County), C. Halsey (Eaton County), and J. Morse (Ingham County.) There are 

currently two vacancies for City of Lansing. Agency terms set to expire are MSU 

(renewable), CATA (renewable), 60 Plus Law Clinic (completed term), McLaren 

(renewable). T. Lemmer will follow-up to determine who may be interested in continuing if 

not term limited.  Assistance in identifying potential members is appreciated. It was noted 

that housing and veterans’ agency representatives would be valuable. Discussion followed. 

          

 IX.     Council Reports 

A.  Social Security Administration: R. Ford reviewed the new Medicare card distribution and 

what to expect. Nearly every office is reporting a scam that involves telling callers they did not 

do something so Social Security is going to send someone out to arrest them. The only 

information they are trying to get out of callers is their Social Security Number.  Presentations in 

the community by the West Michigan Public Affairs Specialist Vonda VanTil are down due to 

budget cuts, but webinars are a great resource for information and updates.  

B.  Michigan Senior Advocates Council: K. Lewis reported the state legislature passed a wage 

increase to $12 minimum and home care agencies are concerned. T. Lemmer mentioned that 

Advocacy Alerts from TCOA are likely in the months to come.            

C.  State Advisory Council: K. Lewis explained the SAC is close to releasing their report on 

Senior Volunteerism. R. Ford mentioned the report next year will not be as in depth but will 

revisit a previous topic that is still an issue. 

D.  Nutrition Council: P. Monroe reported that the Council met September 5. Community 

Nutrition Manager Tasha Stetler presented the manual for the upcoming Fiscal Year highlighting 

changes and new information included in the manual. Nutrition Education is a focus of FY 19. 

The monthly Newsletter will continue and be discussed orally at each site instead of just having 

the materials available for review.  

E.  CATA Advisory Board: J. Jackson reported there are openings available on the CATA 

Board. Routes 30-39 will be changing hours and territory, though the location of those specific 

routes was unknown at the time. With the new SpecTran contract, TransDev retained 60% of 

drivers. 40% are new hires in training. Audio/Visual is also now available in all vehicles that 

drivers can switch on when necessary. Discussion followed.     
 

XI  Issue Items 

(Current Topics or Concerns impacting Seniors, Persons with Disabilities and/or 

Community   Related issues)  No items raised. 
 

XII.       Member's Time and/or Announcements    

 

C. Lasiter shared that Disability Network Capital Area is moving to its own building this fall 

near the corner of Mount Hope and Pennsylvania in Lansing. 
 

 Meeting adjourned at 2:14pm. 


