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TRI-COUNTY AGING CONSORTIUM ADVISORY COUNCIL 
          Our mission is to promote and preserve the independence and dignity of the aging population 

Thursday, May 9, 2019 1:15 P.M. 
 

Members Present Members Excused Guests Present 
Barrett, Carol Baker, Susann  Judith M. Fryer 
Beals, Laurie Cockerill, Susan  
Gutiérrez, Joseph Gardner, Penny  
Jackson, JJ Heideman, Eileen  
Johnson, Chad Zachrich, Joel  
Keilman, Linda   
Lasater, Carla    
Monroe, Phyllis  Staff Present 
Neve, Kelly Members Absent Aikman, Sara 
Parker, Regina (SSA) Estes, Mary Buonodono, Carl 
Pineda, Meghan Obanjoko, Adam Lemmer, Tammy 
Przybyl, Gina Rios, Liza Long, Kate 
Sargent, Dawn  Owen, Marion 
Tomczyk, Archi  Smith, Thomas 
Turner, Anita   
Wallin, Jane   
 
I. Call to Order: Second Vice President J. Gutiérrez called the meeting to order at 1:15pm 

following the Public Hearing for the 2020-2022 Multi-Year Plan. 
 
II. Welcome and Introductions: Members were welcomed, and introductions were made.   
 
III. Approval of the Agenda for May 9, 2019: A. Tomczyk made a motion to approve the agenda. 

C. Johnson seconded. Motion carried.   
 
IV. Approval of the April 11, 2019 Minutes: J. Jackson made a motion to approve the minutes. A. 

Turner seconded. Motion carried.  
 
V. Public Comment and Correspondence: No comments or communication to report. 
 
VI. Executive Director’s Report: Marion Owen 

TCOA was awarded 3-year accreditation from the National Committee for Quality Assurance 
(NCQA) for Case Management of Long-Term Supports and Services (LTSS) for the Project 
Choices/MI Choice Medicaid Waiver Program. Staff, led by Heidi Dadow (Quality Manager, 
Project Choices) and Kirsten Laing (Director of Project Choices) have worked with their team for 
almost two years to achieve this prestigious endorsement, with a 100% accuracy score. 
 
There is nothing new to report on the state budget appropriations. Boiler plate language was 
added to extend MI Health Link statewide, which would impact the MI Choice Waiver. Last 
week in Washington, the House Appropriations Committee approved Federal FY 2020 funding 
for the Departments of Labor and Health and Human Services (HHS), which includes Older 
Americans Act programs and services. The funding includes $298 million more 
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than the President’s budget request. Also, the funding does not eliminate the Senior Employment 
Program and restores funding to the SHIP program, known in Michigan as the Medicare 
Medicaid Assistance Program (MMAP). Included are increases in community services, home 
delivered and congregate meals, and respite services for caregivers.  All received higher increases 
than anticipated. Also, elder justice programs, including the Nursing Facility Ombudsman 
Program and elder abuse and neglect programs, received increases. The House has yet to submit 
their recommendations.  
 
All Michigan Area Agencies on Aging were chosen to participate in a client phone survey 
through the Administration for Community Living, covering satisfaction for Older Americans Act 
funded services, specifically home delivered and congregate meals, transportation, home making, 
and care management services.  
 
The Older Americans Act is up for reauthorization. Testimony was provided by Deputy HHS 
Secretary Lance Robertson of the (ACL). M. Owen shared some of his quotes and offered to send 
the full testimony out to members. 
Discussion followed. 

         
VII. Old Business 

A. Older Michiganians Day: T. Lemmer reminded the council that Older Michiganians Day is 
on May 15 and that individuals are still able to sign up or can show up on that day. Weather is 
always a concern for the outdoor activities, but the event will only be cancelled for extreme 
weather. There is a hotline number that will be emailed out to provide information on 
whether or not the event is still happening.  
M. Owen reminded the group that the state budget will not be finalized yet so the timing to 
attend is ideal to meet with local legislators. T. Lemmer reported that we are expecting good 
attendance from local community members. Volunteers are still needed to meet and greet 
legislators and to pack lunches on Monday and Tuesday.  

B. Run for the Ages 5K event: K. Long reminded the council that the 5K is coming up on 
Saturday, May 18. The race starts at 9am and it is not too late to sign up. T-shirts will be 
available next week at Packet Pick Up on May 16 and 17 from 10am-1pm at TCOA.  

C. 2019 Meals on Wheels Charity Golf Outing: T. Lemmer reminded the council that the 
Golf Outing is on June 11 at Forest Akers. She offered an overview of what to expect at the 
event. Dinner only tickets are available for $40 if individuals are not interested in golfing.   

 
VIII. New Business 

A. Caregiver Appreciation Project: T. Lemmer notified the council that TCOA received 
funding from UAW 4911 for a Caregiver Appreciation initiative. Non-professional caregivers 
can be nominated on the TCOA website (click on homepage slider for link to page), or by 
calling or emailing Casey Cooper. All nominees will receive recognition including a magnet 
with self-care hints and a thank you.  

B. Multi-Year Plan Approval, FY 2020-2022: K. Long requested recommendation of approval 
for the 2020-2022 Multi-Year Plan (MYP), reviewed prior to the meeting at the MYP Public 
Hearing. The Advisory Council recommendation is taken to the TCOA Administrative Board 
for their approval. J. Wallin made a motion. A. Tomczyk seconded. Motion carried.  

C. FY 2020 RFP Update: T. Smith confirmed members of the review committee: A. Tomczyk, 
L. Keilman, K. Neve, C. Lasiter. The committee will meet briefly after today’s 
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Advisory Council meeting to discuss dates. The review meeting will likely occur the 1st week 
of July with packets available to review at the June 13 Advisory Council meeting. Discussion 
followed.  

D. Second Quarter FY 2019 Services Report: K. Long reviewed highlights of the 2nd 
quarter report. Highlights included wait list numbers continuing to decrease and 
Evidence Based Disease Prevention workshop openings.  
 

 
IX.       Council Reports 

A. Social Security Administration – R. Parker reported that the Social Security Administration 
is getting reports from the public of another new tactic: scammer mumbling to try and get the 
victim to say “yes” confirming they hear the person on phone, but scammer is using that 
recording to falsely prove consent from the victim.  
R. Parker distributed a handout regarding Social Security social media, including the 
Facebook page, YouTube, Twitter, Instagram and a blog called Social Security Matters. 
Michigan Senior Advocates Council – K. Lewis reported that the Legislature is considering 
no-fault insurance bills which will impact seniors. A cap on how much will be covered is 
being discussed. He encouraged all to pay attention when reading the proposal. T. Lemmer 
mentioned a no-fault information handout that is available. K. Lewis noted that the Governor 
is currently saying she will veto the proposal in its current form. 
The Council continues to work with the Silver Key Coalition for increased AASA funding and 
is actively involved in the Older Americans Act reauthorization.  

B. State Advisory Council – K. Lewis reminded the council of the charge from the State 
Commission that included gathering information on what the Area Agencies on Aging are 
currently doing in 4 pillars: direct care workforce, transportation, elder abuse and wait lists.  
Discussion followed. 

C. Nutrition Council – P. Monroe reported that the Nutrition Council met this month at 
Southbrook Villa. Julie Anderson from the Food Bank provided a presentation, including 
information on Bridge Cards. P. Monroe noted that Bridge Cards can now be used at dining 
sites. The Food Bank also provided seeds to meeting attendees for gardens. 
Other topics of discussion included Project Fresh coupons, dining site supplies use, common 
Health Department violations, monthly education sessions, and upcoming TCOA events.  

D. Transportation Councils 
CATA/J. Jackson – There has not been a meeting since the last Advisory Council meeting. 
However, he included a few reminders: The Looking Bus still hasn’t started as CATA is still 
working out the kinks. CATA is hiring drivers. The MI Tri-County Regional Planning 
Commission Transportation Plan Focus Group met. J. Gutierrez attended and offered a report 
to the council.  
J. Jackson also included a personal consumer experience and reminded members to advocate 
for themselves. 
Clinton Transit/A. Tomczyk – Fortunately, the closure of Transitions has not had as big of 
an impact as originally thought. The closure has opened up additional ride space for other 
individuals. There is now a Director to manage the Care-A-Van volunteer-driven specialty 
ride program, and there is an increase in volunteer opportunities. There are also new buses 
coming and most will run on propane. Discussion followed. 
Eatran/J. Gutierrez – Nothing to report. The meeting was cancelled. 
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X.     Issue Items: (Current Topics or Concerns impacting Seniors, Persons with Disabilities and/or  
           Community Related issues) 
 
 
XI.    Member's Time and/or Announcements 
 
A. Tomczyk reported that she attended the Older Adults in the Know (OAK) conference. She offered 
positive feedback, particularly Mary Mareck’s presentation about “Preparing to Die.” M. Owen added a 
comment that TCOA is hoping to secure and distribute the Identity Theft booklets that were available.  
 
A. Tomczyk also shared information about a Community Paramedics Program in Clinton County. 
Discussion followed. 
 
J. Jackson offered an official Thank You to the group from an accessibility standpoint.  
 
T. Lemmer shared information and details about the Seniors in the Know Expo on June 27th at the Eaton 
Area Senior Center from 1-4pm. The focus is on Elder Abuse Awareness.  
 
T. Lemmer also requested a volunteer from the council for the May 20 Board Meeting.  
 
 
 
A. Tomczyk made a motion to adjourn. A. Turner seconded. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 
2:33pm. 
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