
 

 

TRI-COUNTY AGING CONSORTIUM ADVISORY COUNCIL 
          Our mission is to promote and preserve the independence and dignity of the aging population 

Thursday, March 14, 2019 1:00P.M. 
 

Members Present Members Excused Guests Present 
Baker, Susann Barrett, Carol Cockerill, Susan (Williamston) 
Beals, Laurie Johnson, Chad  
Estes, Mary Obanjoko, Adam  
Ford, Robyn Przybyl, Gina  
Gardner, Penny Wallin, Jane  
Gutiérrez, Joseph   
Heideman, Eileen   
Jackson, JJ  Staff Present 
Keilman, Linda  Aikman, Sara 
Lasiter, Carla  Buonodono, Carl 
Monroe, Phyllis  Cooper, Casey 
Neve, Kelly Members Absent Lemmer, Tammy 
Pineda, Megan 
(Wind Beneath Your Wings) 

 Long, Kate 

Rios, Liza  Owen, Marion 
Sargent, Dawn  Smith, Thomas 
Tomczyk, Archi   
Turner, Anita   
Zachrich, Joel   

 
I. Call to Order:  E. Heideman called the meeting to order at 1:01pm. 
 
II. Welcome and Introductions:  Members were welcomed, and introductions were made.  
 
III. Approval of the Agenda for March 14, 2019: A. Tomczyk made a motion to approve the 

agenda. A. Turner seconded. Motion carried.  
 
IV. Approval of the Minutes for February 14, 2019: J. Jackson made a motion to approve the 

minutes for February 14, 2019. J. Gutierrez seconded. Motion carried. 
 
V. Public Comment and Correspondence: T. Lemmer notified the committee of Mobile Food Pantry 

flyers on the table. Also, several agency partners are in the process of Needs Assessments at this time. 
Electronic surveys will be shared for Capital Area Community Services and Clinton, Eaton, Ingham 
Community Mental Health, and some hard copies are available. T. Lemmer also shared that SIREN/ 
Eaton Shelter is hosting a luncheon for victims of crime on Wednesday, April 10 at 520 Robinson St. in 
Charlotte. The invitation will be shared with the committee. K. Long notified the group that TCOA now 
has Spanish and Arabic translations available for the Needs Assessment Survey. 
 

VI. Executive Director’s Report: M. Owen explained the President’s FY 2020 proposed budget was 
released this week and contains either flat funding or reductions in programs funded through 
the Older Americans Act. There is flat funding for nutrition (including home delivered meals) 
and community service programs (including in-home services). There are proposed reductions 



 

 

to the Family Caregiver Support Services and the State Health Insurance Assistance Program 
(Medicare Medicaid Assistance Program or MMAP in Michigan). Other reductions include the 
Nursing Facility Ombudsman Program and to Medicare and Medicaid.  
 
The Governor’s FY 2020 state budget was also released this week. Included is flat funding for 
many of the state funded programs through the Aging and Adult Services Agency, including 
home delivered meals, and some increases for in-home services and other community services. 
The Silver Key Coalition and TCOA will continue to advocate for appropriate funding. 
 
In the Governor’s proposed budget, there is a proposed $8.3 million decrease to the MI Choice program. 
TCOA’s Director joined Ryan Cowmeadow, Director of the Area Agencies on Aging 
Association of Michigan to testify in front of the Senate Appropriations Committee on the 
Health and Human Services budget. The testimony is included in the Board packet. Two other 
organizations, the Alzheimer’s Association and the Caring Majority Coalition, provided 
testimony on the need to increase funding to MI Choice over the FY 2019 level. At the hearing 
a staff person from the Senate budget office explained that the allocation was merely based on 
the expenditures from FY 2018 and not on any recommendation from the Governor or DHHS. 
In our testimony, we stressed that the wait list, which has been decreasing, will increase again 
without adequate funding and further burden caregivers and result in more persons ending up in 
nursing homes. 
 
Older Michiganians Day is coming up on May 15. The final draft of the issue platform has been 
created and will be circulated soon. There have been some bills introduced on elder abuse, 
which is a platform issue.  
 
M. Owen announced that effective March 1, TCOA was able to totally restore the rates that had 
been decreased last spring for in-home service providers. 
 
M. Owen also noted that a new LGBT Handbook for AAAs is being released. It addresses a lot 
of issues previously discussed at Advisory Council. AASA is discussing ways to gather data on 
LGBT issues and TCOA is looking into ways to incorporate data gathering as well. 
 
Discussion followed. 
 

VII. Presentation:  Lansing Area Veterans Coalition, Adam Obanjoko –Postponed.    
           
VIII. Old Business 

A. Run for the Ages 5K event, May 18, 2019, K. Long reminded the council of the date and location 
of the race. Long sleeve race shirts are available with a $15 donation. The registration fee includes a 
shirt, and forms are available online or as paper copies. Volunteers are also welcome and receive a 
shirt. Sponsorships are available at varying levels or it is always fun to just stop by. 
Discussion followed. 

 
 
 



 

 

IX. New Business 
A. Area Demographics and Advocacy Update, T. Lemmer shared a demographic update with a 

handout comparing the 2010 Census data with data from the 2017 American Community Survey. 
This information is important to share with law makers and other decision makers at the local, state 
and national levels, especially with so many new faces in the Capitol.  
 
T. Lemmer was in Washington DC with National AAA Association colleagues to meet with 
legislators on issues related to older adults and the role of AAAs. A policy priority for this year is the 
reauthorization of the Older Americans Act.  The changing demographics is also a factor in budget 
appropriation conversations, and an increased focus is being placed on social determinants of health 
(factors such as poverty, access to housing and nutritional supports that impact health outcomes.)  
 

B. AASA Programmatic Assessments, T. Smith explained that contracts for in-home, community-
based and access services are reviewed every year between TCOA staff and the contractor. An 
AASA approved assessment tool guides discussions on topics such as scope of services, client 
feedback, and goal setting. Usually one topic is the focus of discussion each year. A summary of 
these visits will be reviewed at the next meeting. 
 

C. 2018 Meals on Wheels Charity Golf Outing, C. Cooper reminded the council of the upcoming 
Golf Outing on June 11 at Forest Akers West. She reviewed registration information, mentioning a 
Facebook Event page and the TCOA Website. There is also an opportunity to volunteer. This event 
typically raises approximately $35,000 each year. 

 
D. Volunteer Appreciation Event, April 26, 2019, C. Cooper invited members to the annual 

Volunteer Appreciation event on April 26 at TCOA. RSVP is requested by April 15. She also 
mentioned the agency is celebrating its 45th anniversary.  

             
 X.       Council Reports 
            A.  Social Security Administration – R. Ford noted a proposed budget cut for Social Security to the 

disability program and a plan to reduce the retroactive period from 12 to 6 months. This reduction 
would affect a small portion of the population. R. Ford distributed an Office of Inspector General 
handout containing contact information to report fraud, and instructions to call the Social Security 
office. Also shared was a Fact Sheet with interesting Social Security statistics. Finally, R. Ford 
shared an article from the Social Security website that breaks down helpful information by different 
social groups. 

 
B. Michigan Senior Advocates Council – T. Lemmer and P. Gardner reminded the council there is 

still an opening on the council for someone who enjoys engaging in public policy conversations. T. 
Lemmer explained the Council’s strategy for responding to the governor’s budget. At the time of 
the Council meeting the budget had not yet been released. T. Lemmer explained that many law 
makers are new, so efforts to connect with them will be ongoing. The Council received a short 
update on expected Auto no-fault legislation, with auto insurance reform remaining a priority for the 
Governor and legislators. 
 

C. State Advisory Council – R. Ford shared that the Council will be meeting next week. As 
mentioned at a past meeting, the work group activities were suspended. This was due to a survey 
going out to AAAs to see what programs are in place for addressing areas prioritized by the 
commission. 



 

 

D. Nutrition Council – P. Monroe explained that the State now requires the Nutrition Council to 
provide onsite nutrition education monthly. There has always been the TCOA newsletter, but now 
sites are encouraged to have other things such as guest speakers and Nutrition Bingo. P. Monroe 
announced that the suggested donation amount for Meals on Wheels will be increasing to $3.50 
starting April 1. C. Buonodono reiterated that the amount is a suggested donation; any amount is 
accepted. The actual cost of a meal is currently $5.34. P. Monroe went on to share that Colleen 
Harns from Ingham County Communicable Disease Control Division was the guest speaker at the 
most recent meeting. Finally, the Mason A & W fundraiser was highlighted. C. Buonodono shared 
that the event raised over $600 from bake sale alone and sold 194 ham dinners. 
 

E. Transportation Councils 
J. Jackson/CATA discussed the controversy of camera use on busses and the concerns relating to 
privacy. An example that showed the usefulness of the cameras was recent; a SpecTran van was 
stolen and the tablet on board has GPS, so recovery of the stolen property was quick.    
 
A. Tomczyk/Clinton shared that the FY 20 budget has been submitted and a revision to FY 19 
budget has been requested. Clinton Transit is waiting on allocated propane buses and a new propane 
facility. There has been a trend of losing riders which is related to the CMH Transitions program 
discontinuing their daytime transportation programming. This is now falling to guardians or parents 
to pay for the transportation. 
 
J. Gutierrez/Eaton reported that General Manager Donna Webb’s new contract has been approved. 
Eatran also discussed that in another 3 years, 3 buses will be decommissioned, 2 replaced, and a 
contract for 5 new buses will take effect. Two newer buses have been modified to accept gasoline 
and propane (3 miles more per gallon with propane). Eatran replaced the radio system to be able to 
communicate with any other departments in the event of an emergency. J. Gutierrez brought up the 
topic of connecting rides between counties related specifically to veterans for appointments, but the 
CEO of CATA and General Manager of Eatran have not connected on the matter.    

 
XI.     Issue Items: (Current Topics or Concerns impacting Seniors, Persons with Disabilities and/or  
           Community Related issues) 
 
M. Owen updated the council regarding the ongoing parking situation. Former Ingham County Commissioner 
Kara Hope initiated efforts and current Commissioner Brian Crenshaw has continued to pursue the matter, 
resulting in a proposed amendment to an ordinance that will designate parking north of Building 1 (in front of 
TCOA) will only be for Veterans and patrons of Tri-County Office on Aging. The proposal passed through 
committee, but the Ingham County Board still has to review the request. Included would be new signage or 
cards to help enforce the ordinance, should it pass. 
 
P. Gardner shared that she was encouraged to take an Alzheimer’s test three weeks ago. The results will be 
provided on Friday. P. Gardner expressed the desire to have a presentation at a future meeting about early signs and 
education relating to dementia. Discussion followed.  
 
R. Ford thanked Tammy and the Advocacy committee for keeping no-fault insurance topic on their radar. She 
shared a personal experience related to the topic and appreciates the advocacy. 
 
 
 



 

 

XII.    Member's Time and/or Announcements 
 
J. Gutierrez shared that in January the VA sent a message that veterans are now allowed to stay with family and 
receive benefits. Before, veterans were not allowed to stay with family if they were receiving benefits (they had to 
be in hospital or veteran care center). 
 
S. Baker cautioned the council to watch for other drivers at the 3-way stop on the West entrance of the building at 
Cedar St. She nearly had an incident before the meeting. Discussion. 
 
C. Lasiter shared information about community conversations Disability Network Capital Area will be hosting. She 
will send a notice via email. Disability Network will also be talking with Community Mental Health (CMH) about 
the programming changes with their Transitions Program.  
 
P. Gardner made a motion to adjourn. J. Jackson seconded the motion. Motion passed.  
Meeting adjourned 2:16. 
 
 
 


