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TRI-COUNTY AGING CONSORTIUM ADVISORY COUNCIL 
          Our mission is to promote and preserve the independence and dignity of the aging population 

Thursday, July 11, 2019 at 1:01 P.M. 
 

Members Present Members Absent Staff Present 
Baker, Susann Gardner, Penny Buonodono, Carl 
Barrett, Carol Rios, Liza Cooper, Casey 
Beals, Laurie  Owen, Marion 
Cockerille, Susan  Smith, Thomas 
Estes, Mary   
Flowers, Angelo (for Kelly 
Neve) 

  

Ford, Robyn Members Excused Guests Present 
Gutierrez, Joseph Keilman, Linda Fryer, Judy 
Heideman, Eileen Przybyl, Gina Johnson, Dimitri 
Jackson, JJ Obanjoko, Adam Johnson, Blake 
Johnson, Chad   
Lasater, Carla   
Lewis, Kirk   
Monroe, Phyllis   
Pineda, Meghan   
Sargent, Dawn   
Tomczyk, Archi   
Turner, Anita   
Wallin, Jane   
Zachrich, Joel   

 
I. Call to Order: E. Heideman called the meeting to order at 1:01 PM. 
 
II. Welcome and Introductions: Members and guests were welcomed, and introductions were 

made.   
 
III. Approval of the Agenda for July 11, 2019: JJ Jackson motioned to approve the agenda as 

submitted. C. Johnson seconded. Motion carried.   
 
IV. Approval of the June 13, 2019 Minutes: A. Tomczyk motioned to approve the minutes as 

submitted. A. Turner seconded. Motion carried.   
 
V. Public Comment and Correspondence: Guest Judy Fryer inquired about openings on the 

Advisory Council. Casey and Marion will communicate with Tammy Lemmer for follow up. 
 
VI. Executive Director’s Report: M. Owen shared that the state legislature is not in session right 

now and the budget is at a standstill. The House proposed greater funding for in-home services, 
Meals on Wheels, and the MI Choice Waiver program than the Senate did, and they will have a 
conference committee discussion to come to an agreement. We are hopeful 
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that the MI Choice Waiver program will be granted 1000 more slots (people), an additional $40 
million, and a 5% increase in reimbursement rates for client services. To date, those rates have 
been insufficient.  
 
The Federal budget has also not been resolved, but that is normal. It is not unusual to start the 
new fiscal year without the federal budget being finalized. Typically the state will front us 
money to cover services while we wait for federal dollars.  
 
Marion distributed a handout from the National Association of Social Workers (NASW) in 
which they speak in favor of MI Choice and encourage increased funding for the program.  
 
Marion also distributed the Aging and Adult Services Agency (AASA) newsletter. AASA 
thanked TCOA for hosting AASA Director Dr. Alexis Travis, as well as Michigan Department 
of Health and Human Services Director Robert Gordon, and Chief Medical Executive Dr. 
Joneigh S. Khaldun. During the visit, they met two Project Choices clients and did a short Meals 
on Wheels route. Marion spoke to the seamlessness of how clients may transition within 
programs at TCOA, and the directors were interested and knowledgeable. The visit went well, 
and the visitors were complimentary of TCOA. 

         
VII. Presentation: Senior Mobility and Autonomous Vehicles Research, Joel Zachrich: Joel 

shared that on June 1st he went to a Michigan City or “Mcity” training. Mcity is a small area or 
“city” in which vehicles and various safety features can be tested on the University of Michigan 
campus. The U of M Transportation Research Institute (UMTRI) gave a presentation on 
autonomous vehicles and their safety, which Joel borrowed to show the Advisory Council.  
 
Joel described Mcity and the research being done in it. They research older driver behavior 
because of the rising baby boomer population. They recognize that driving is an activity that 
promotes independence for older adults, and having to stop driving has negative consequences 
including increased risk of nursing home placement and depressive symptoms. As such, 
driverless vehicles may be an option for older adults to continue to have mobility as they age. 
Discussion followed. 
 
Joel also spoke about another UMTRI research project, the LongROAD study, involving self-
regulation of driving by older adults, i.e. modifying how and when they drive. They want to learn 
if older drivers are engaging in self-regulatory behaviors that help increase their safety while 
driving as they age. AARP is also doing studies on older driver safety. Joel shared some of their 
statistical findings.  
 
Autonomous vehicle research is ongoing across the country, but the difficulty in Michigan with 
testing these is heavy snow. Autonomous vehicles look for white lines on the side of the road, so 
without those, they cannot operate. They also have difficulty with dirt roads and narrow roads. 
Discussion and questions followed.  
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VIII. Old Business 

A. RFP Proposal Review Committee Update: T. Smith explained the process of how the 
Proposal Review Committee (composed of some Advisory Council members) decided on 
proposed funding levels for each of the agencies who submitted a grant request to fund their 
services. TCOA receives state and federal funds and issues a new Request for Proposal every 
three years to correspond with the new Multi-Year Plan. The committee reviews applications 
and budgets, and tries to make the award match based on available funding for each service 
category and what each agency has historically spent, if applicable. 2020 is the first year of 
the new three-year cycle in which the funding for our contracted partners will begin. The 
TCOA Administrative Board votes to approve the funding levels after the Advisory Council 
has motioned to recommend them. J. Wallin motioned to recommend all three resolutions. J 
J Jackson seconded. Motion passed, with abstentions from C. Barrett, C. Johnson, and A. 
Tomczyk (representing applicants.) 

 
B. FY 2020-2022 Multi Year Plan Update: C. Cooper reported that the TCOA Administrative 

Board approved the draft Multi Year Plan at their June 18th meeting. All Consortium 
Members (The Cities of Lansing & East Lansing, and Clinton, Eaton, and Ingham counties) 
received copies of the draft plan with a request to approve it. The City of Lansing passed a 
resolution of approval. Eaton County’s Human Services Committee recommended approval 
and it will go next before the full board. Ingham County is scheduled to discuss the plan on 
July 23, and Clinton County will discuss it on July 31. The passive approval date is August 
3rd, meaning that the plan is considered passively approved if we do not hear from a unit of 
government by that date.  

 
IX. New Business 

A. Advisory Council August Meeting: J. Wallin motioned to cancel the August 2019 
Advisory Council meeting.  A. Tomczyk seconded. Motion passed.  
 

X.       Council Reports 
A. Social Security Administration – R. Ford passed out a handout on how Social Security can 

help provide benefits for minor children if their parents pass away or are disabled. “Minors” 
includes those under 18, unmarried people up to age 22 who became disabled before age 22, 
and 18-19 year old people who are full time students up to grade 12. If the parent is deceased, 
a child may be eligible on a grandparent’s social security record.  

B. Michigan Senior Advocates Council – K. Lewis reported that MSAC is not meeting in July 
because the legislature is not in session. At the last meeting in May, the delegates opposed 
pending auto-no fault legislation, though the bill did ultimately pass the legislature and was 
signed into law. Follow-up legislation is expected to help address some of the issues with this 
bill.  
 
Marion noted that on September 11, MSAC delegates will host a meet and greet event with 
legislators. TCOA will share the information as it becomes available.  
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C. State Advisory Council – R. Ford reported that the SAC met in June and received updates 
from advocacy groups. The direct care workforce group discussed the Better Training Better 
Quality (BTBQ) program that resulted in higher retention rates among direct care workers. 
There was also discussion about the definition of the waitlist for in-home services. Robyn 
shared that Alexis Travis, the new director at AASA, had lunch with them as well. The elder 
abuse prevention group had not met yet. A report should be available to submit to the 
Commission on Aging by September.  

D. Nutrition Council – P. Monroe reported that they met on July 10th. Eight dining sites were 
represented. They discussed donations at dining sites, volunteer needs at each of the sites, and 
gave input on the menus. TCOA’s Barb Mannino distributed “File of Life” refrigerator 
magnets and discussed her availability to do presentations on dementia at the sites. The group 
also had the opportunity to take donated placemats from Country Stitches back to their sites 
for clients.  
 
C. Buonodono shared the City of Lansing mobile food pantry flyer for July 20th. He also 
shared that we are currently recruiting our next AmeriCorps member to manage the Senior 
Proxy Project for the next year, and answered a question about Senior Dine Cards.  
 

E. Transportation Councils 
CATA– J. J. Jackson indicated that there was no CATA meeting this month. CATA has 
announced autonomous vehicle testing to start in the Mount Hope parking lot in October. 
 
Clinton Transit- A. Tomczyk reported they are still waiting on their new buses. They are 
also looking into a new propane station as these new buses will run on propane. Additionally, 
the Board of Directors’ new meeting dates are on the 4th Thursday of the month at 6pm.  

 
EATRAN – No report. 

 
XI.     Issue Items: (Current Topics or Concerns impacting Seniors, Persons with Disabilities and/or 
Community Related issues). None to report. 
 
XII.   Member's Time and/or Announcements:  
 
JJ Jackson invited Judy Fryer to share that Sparrow has begun a new free program open to all ages with 
yoga, Pilates, and other classes. Katie Hubbard is the contact person at Sparrow. 
 
S. Baker shared her appreciation of being on the Proposal Review Committee and encouraged others to 
do so in the future.  
 
TCOA 2018 Annual Reports were made available. Casey invited members to take more as needed. 
 
XIII.  Adjourn: S. Baker motioned to adjourn. J. Wallin seconded. Meeting adjourned at 1:03 PM. 

**Susann Baker will attend the July 15, 2019 Consortium Board meeting.** 
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