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TRI-COUNTY AGING CONSORTIUM ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Our mission is to promote and preserve the independence and dignity of the aging population 
January 10, 2019 Minutes 

 
Members Present Members Excused Guests Present 
Barrett, Carol  Baker, Susann Cockerill, Susan 
Beals, Laurie  Keilman, Linda  
Estes, Mary Pineda, Meghan  
Ford, Robyn   
Gardner, Penny   
Gutiérrez, Joseph   
Heideman, Eileen   
Jackson, JJ  Staff Present 
Johnson, Chad  Aikman, Sara 
Lasiter, Carla  Buonodono, Carl 
Monroe, Phyllis Members Absent Lemmer, Tammy 
Obanjoko, Adam (MVAA) Sargent, Dawn Long, Kate 
Przybyl, Gina  Owen, Marion 
Rickman, Jennifer (DHS)  Smith, Thomas 
Rios, Liza   
Tomczyk, Archi    
Turner, Anita   
Wallin, Jane   
Zachrich, Joel   

 
I. Call to Order: President E. Heideman called the meeting to order at 1:00pm. 

 
II. Welcome and Introductions: Members were welcomed, and introductions were made. 
 
III.     Approval of the Agenda for January 10, 2019: J. Jackson made a motion to approve the 
agenda. M. Estes seconded. Motion carried. 
 
IV. Approval of the Minutes for December 13, 2018: J. Wallin made a motion to approve the 
minutes for December 13, 2018. A. Turner seconded. Motion carried. 
  
V. Public Comment and Correspondence: T. Lemmer notified the group that Bud Fliss resigned. 
His services were appreciated. T. Lemmer encouraged members to be thinking of a new member that 
may be a good fit for the City of East Lansing seat. There was no additional correspondence.  
 
VI. Executive Director’s Report, Marion Owen, TCOA: M. Owen discussed the government shut 
down and notified the group that, overall, the agency is not affected because the Housing and Human 
Services (HHS) budget was passed. However, the USDA budget, relating to food stamps/SNAP, as well 
as the senior housing (HUD) budget, are affected, so those we serve may still feel an impact. Regarding 
the State budget, supplemental appropriations (over 1 billion dollars) were allocated. Money was given 
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to CMH and roads, etc., but no money was set aside for aging and disability programs. Next year’s (FY 
20) budget process may be delayed because of the new legislature and administration, though 
discussions are underway. The Silver Key Coalition is involved. An elder abuse bill was approved in the 
final days of the session but we do not have details at this time. 
 
Older Michiganian’s Day (OMD) meetings have begun. The event will be May 15 on the Capital lawn. 
The platform issues will likely be similar or the same as last year: Direct Care Workers, Elder Abuse, 
Transportation and Wait Lists. Tammy, Carl and Marion are on the steering committee. The State 
Advisory Council has four advocacy issues in line with the OMD platform: Direct Care Workers, Elder 
Abuse, Transportation and Wait Lists. The State Commission on Aging and Advisory Council are 
jointly working on specific issues, including wait lists. There is a workgroup with agency staff, 
providers and AASA gathering data from around the state to help advocate for solutions.  
 
As a follow-up to the Advocacy conducted in December, legislation is in the works to add general dental 
coverage under Medicare. 
 
Discussion followed.  
 
 
VII. Presentation: Advisory Council Orientation. T. Lemmer distributed new Advisory Council 
Member Binders and provided updated inserts as needed, reviewing each section and highlighting new 
materials. It was noted that a formal timeline has been created to help track key dates and processes for 
the Advisory Council calendar.  

 
VIII.   Old Business 

A. Administrative Board meeting schedule – T. Lemmer again invited members to volunteer 
to attend the Administrative Board meetings in 2019. A few months are covered as follows, 
January – R. Ford, February – A. Tomczyk, June – J. Wallin, July – S. Baker, September – S. 
Baker, but additional openings remain.  E. Heideman volunteered as back up. 

 
IX.  New Business 

A. Conflict of Interest Forms – T. Lemmer distributed blank forms for completion. She 
offered instructions and an explanation of why TCOA needs those forms. She requested them 
back as soon as possible. This is an annual requirement.  

 
X.       Council Reports 

A.  Social Security Administration – R. Ford provided a reference sheet of when to call 
Medicare and when to call Social Security Administration. She also distributed a handout 
with instructions on requesting a 1099 form and accessing it through the online portal. 
Benefit statements are not automatically mailed, they must be requested. 

 
B. Michigan Senior Advocates Council (MSAC) – P. Gardner and T. Lemmer notified the 

group that the council meets on January 23. There are vacancies and the council now allows 
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for telephone participation. The Area Agencies on Aging Association of Michigan will be co-
hosting an advocacy lunch for legislators with ElderLaw on 1/30/19. TCOA’s Nutrition 
Program will be providing lunch. The TCOA website has updated legislator contact 
information under the Advocacy tab. Discussion followed. 

 
B. State Advisory Council – R. Ford shared that the council also has vacancies locally and 

throughout the state. Meetings are typically conference calls, though periodically there are 
meetings in person and subcommittees tasks as well. R. Ford had a limited number of printed 
copies of the 2018 Volunteer Report, but an electronic version can be sent via email. The 
new charge has been put on hold for unknown reasons.  
 

C. Nutrition Council – P. Monroe shared that at the first meeting of the year, January 2, Casey 
Cooper talked about the benefits of volunteering. The nutrition survey is ongoing and there is 
a need for volunteers to enter the survey data. Nutrition education information is given 
monthly, and it was also noted that emergency preparedness information should be reviewed 
yearly with all of the dining sites. Other discussion items at the meeting included accuracy in 
accounting, dining site finance procedures for handling money, and sanitization procedures. 
Discussion relating to emergency preparedness followed. 

 
E. Transportation  

 
CATA - J. J. Jackson reported no meeting since last month. The next meeting is on 
February 6 from 3:30-5:00 at the CATA administrative building at 4615 Tranter St, Lansing, 
in the second-floor conference room. He also mentioned there are vacancies on the local 
advisory council. 
 
Clinton Transit – A. Tomczyk mentioned there is a need for volunteer drivers. There has 
also been work on the budget for MDOT. The board meeting will be today, January 10. 
 
Eatran – J. Gutiérrez notified the council there is no meeting until February 14. 

   
XI. Issue Items (Current Topics or Concerns impacting Seniors, Persons with Disabilities 
and/or Community Related issues) 
 

A. Tomczyk – Announced that the Clinton County Walk for Warmth is on February 23rd at 9:30 am 
at the Nazarene Church on North Lansing St. in St. Johns. The event generates funding for 
localized utility assistance.  T. Lemmer shared other Walk for Warmth dates and locations.  The 
Lansing/East Lansing walk is also on February 23rd starting at 9:30 am at the CACS Pine Street 
Head Start building at the Neighborhood Empowerment Center in Lansing. The Eaton County 
walk is on March 2nd at 11:00 am at the First Congregational Church in Charlotte. The Rural 
Ingham County walk is on March 2nd at 10:00 am at the First United Methodist Church in 
Mason.  
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XII.     Member's Time and/or Announcements 
 

A. Obanjoko introduced himself further and explained his role in the community. Among 
several other things, he is a Meals on Wheels volunteer. 

 
C. Buonodono shared free tickets to the February 3rd MSU Women’s Basketball game, acquired 
with the assistance of John Greenslit. 
 
J. Gutiérrez shared that he received an email from the Veterans Administration (VA) notifying 
recipients that Little Rock, AK no longer has a homeless veteran population. Additionally, 
southern California built an apartment complex for homeless veterans in that area to help 
eliminate the local homeless veteran population. Discussion followed. 
 
T. Lemmer shared information about the Disability Network Capital Area 10th Annual Brew and 
Bubbly on February 10th from 2-4pm at Blue Gill Grill in Haslett. Tickets are $25. 

  
P. Gardner motioned to adjourn. C. Johnson seconded.  Motion carried.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:28pm. 


