
 

 

TRI-COUNTY AGING CONSORTIUM ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Our mission is to promote and preserve the independence and dignity of the aging population 

December 13, 2018 Minutes 
 

Members Present Members Excused Guests Present 
Baker, Susann Bauer, Gary Obanjoko, Adam (MVAA) 
Beals, Laurie (McLaren GEMS) Ferris, Suzanne Tomczyk, Archi (Clinton Co.) 
Estes, Mary Keilman, Linda  
Fliss, Bud   
Ford, Robyn   
Heideman, Eileen  Staff Present 
Jackson, JJ  Aikman, Sara 
Johnson, Chad  Buonodono, Carl 
Monroe, Phyllis Members Absent Lemmer, Tammy 
Morse, June Barrett, Carol (for RSVP) Long, Kate 
Pineda, Meghan Gutiérrez, Joseph Owen, Marion 
Przybyl, Gina Lasiter, Carla Smith, Thomas 
Rickman, Jennifer (DHS)   
Sargent, Dawn   
Turner, Anita   
Voisinet, Ruth   
Wallin, Jane   
Zachrich, Joel   

 
I. Call to Order: President R. Ford called the meeting to order at 1:03 pm. 

 
II. Welcome and Introductions: Members were welcomed, and introductions were made. 
 
III.     Approval of the Agenda for December 13, 2018: J. Jackson made a motion to approve the 
agenda. A. Turner seconded. Motion carried. 
 
IV. Approval of the November 8, 2018 Minutes: J.J. Jackson made a motion to approve the 
minutes for October 11, 2018. J. Morse seconded. Motion carried. 
 
V. Public Comment and Correspondence: T. Lemmer referred to an email previously shared 
regarding public meetings at CATA discussing their 2019 Strategic Plan, proposed elimination of Route 
4 and proposed increase of Route 1. She also mentioned an email that recently went out with the Senior 
Advocates Council report for the year. The December mobile food pantry was announced and flyer 
dispersed. T. Lemmer and P. Gardner were part of a statewide coalition effort to promote adding dental 
coverage to Medicare. They were called the “Bucket Brigade” and took dental hygiene items to Senator 
Stabenow’s local office to raise awareness of the need for dental coverage to be added.   
 
VI. Executive Director’s Report: M. Owen mentioned current bills being introduced and passed 
and explained these do not directly impact seniors. TCOA is always looking at ways to advocate for 
solutions to the Direct Care Worker shortage and other issues. There is $500 million available for 
supplemental appropriations in the State’s Fiscal Year 2019 budget and the Silver Key Coalition is 



 

 

advocating for funding to address the worker shortage. One idea is funding for the Building Training 
Building Quality (BTBQ) initiative. Michigan road funding is also being considered. TCOA was 
awarded the Kelly Dean Healthy Living Partnership Award from YMCA of Lansing.  TCOA also has a 
tree at the Turner-Dodge Mansion for the Festival of Trees. This year the tree is dedicated to the Silver 
Key Coalition whose main goal is to eliminate wait lists across the state. Finally, TCOA staff are 
working with TRIAD on the “Be a Santa to a Senior” project again this year. 
 
VII.  Presentation: TCOA highlight videos: T. Lemmer shared three videos. The first was an 
interview with a Meals on Wheels participant, followed by a short ad promoting volunteering for Meals 
on Wheels, and finally a Yellow Pages video for TCOA featuring staff and Advisory Council Members. 
T. Lemmer and staff stated the importance of volunteers like council members and MOW drivers, noting 
that some do both. All time and efforts are appreciated.  
 
VIII. Old Business 

A. 2018 Dinner and Auction update, Tammy Lemmer, TCOA: The TCOA 33rd Annual 
Dinner and Auction, held on 11/8/18 at Eagle Eye Banquet Center, was a great success. The 
event raised a net total of about $67,000, which is about $9,000 more than last year! The silent 
auction saw the greatest increase in revenue due to the Clickbid mobile bidding this year, which 
opened up the silent auction to offsite bidders. Thank you to all Advisory Council members who 
participated, secured items for the auction, and helped spread the word about the event.  
 

IX.   New Business 

A. Resolution for Agency Appointments: T. Lemmer explained that Mareck/SAFE (Suzanne 
Ferris) and Sixty Plus (Gary Bauer) were term limited. There was a request for a resolution to 
recommend new appointments by the Administrative Board for Michigan Veteran Affairs 
Agency (MVAA) and Legal Services of South Central Michigan (LSSCM), with McLaren 
Geropsychiatric Evaluation and Management Services (GEMS) and CATA as continuing 
appointments. Motion by J. Wallin. Seconded by E. Heideman. Motion carried.  
 

B. 2019 Sign-up for the Administrative Board Meetings: T. Lemmer invited Advisory 
Council members to attend the Administrative Board meetings for 2019. While attendance is 
not required, and there is no expectation for a report or comments, it is nice if someone is 
available. R. Ford volunteered for January, A. Tomczyk volunteered for February, J. Wallin 
volunteered for June, S. Baker volunteered for July and September, and E. Heideman 
volunteered as a fill-in. T. Lemmer thanked those who have volunteered and will request 
representatives at future meetings for vacant months.  

 
C. Certificate of Appreciation-Departing Members: T. Lemmer noted that two members, J. 

Morse, Ingham County, and R. Voisinet, Clinton County, have completed their terms. They 
were presented with certificates of appreciation. T. Lemmer mentioned there has not been a 
new Ingham County member identified and there is still a vacancy for City of Lansing, and 
encouraged the group to promote those openings. A. Turner’s term has been renewed and P. 
Gardner will be back for a new 3-year term for the City of Lansing. Welcome was offered to 



 

 

new members Adam Obanjoko, (MVAA), Archi Tomczyk, (Clinton CO), Gina Przybyl and 
Joel Zachrich, (Eaton CO), and Laurie Beals (new Rep from McLaren.) Discussion followed. 
 

X.       Council Reports 
A.  Social Security Administration: R. Ford passed around two handouts. The first was a 
reminder to be wary of scammers with information relating to a current phone scam, and the 
second offers information on how Social Security supports children and non-parent families 
(including grandparents) supporting children.  Discussion followed. 
 
B.  Michigan Senior Advocates Council: T. Lemmer attended along with Kirk and Penny. 
There is a lot going on in lame duck, though the only bill MSAC is concerned about was auto no 
fault. MSAC will also be following what the Governor does with over 200 bills he will need to 
review in a short span. Watch for Action Alerts from Tammy in the coming days. Discussion 
followed. 
 
C.  State Advisory Council: R. Ford reported SAC is on hiatus until January, but as Tammy 
mentioned, the Volunteerism report was approved by the Commission. The report is being 
printed and is available electronically. Discussion followed. 
 
D.  Nutrition Council:  The Council did not meet last month, but P. Monroe reported that a 
newsletter went out to the dining sites to keep them up on communication.  
 
E.  CATA Advisory Board: J. J. Jackson reported that CATA is looking into expanding the 
service area in Meridian Township. The scooter movement for the last leg of one’s journey was 
discussed. Deb Wiess was approved to continue as the CATA Board’s Advisory Chair and Diana 
Pice-Angles as the new Vice-Chair. TransDev is acquiring 20 new vans for Spectran and is 
updating the computer systems. CATA will be moving forward with Looking Bus and 
applications that help track bus and rider locations. Ridership is up across the area 35%. There 
are four vacancies on the CATA Board so J. J. Jackson encouraged members to think of someone 
they know who may be appropriate. T. Lemmer announced this reporting section will be 
changed in January to a general transportation section to give all three county transit 
representatives an opportunity to share updates with the council.  

 
XI.  Issue Items (Current Topics or Concerns impacting Seniors, Persons with Disabilities 

and/or Community Related issues) 
 

A. Tomczyk mentioned Clinton County MOW needs volunteers, particularly in the Westphalia 
and Bath areas.  

 
XII.     Member's Time and/or Announcements 
 

C. Johnson wanted to remind members that the Mobile Food Pantry on December 15 will be at 
Bethlehem Temple Church at 1518 S. Washington and they will be giving away jackets. 
 



 

 

J. Morse gave thanks and well wishes. 
 
J. J. Jackson gave kind words and passed out Candy Canes in the shape of a “J”. 
 
M. Owen wished everyone Happy Holidays.  
 
T. Lemmer passed out new membership lists and thanked June and Ruth.  
 
C. Buonodono thanked everyone who has or does volunteer for Meals on Wheels and offered 
presentations on volunteerism if anyone or group is interested. 
 
M. Estes shared her experience in California with the American Red Cross where her team 
found missing people and reunited them with their families, including an elderly couple.  
 
R. Voisinet thanked everyone. 
 
A. Tomczyk announced that the Clinton County Walk for Warmth is happening this year with 
more information to follow. 
 
B. Fliss thanked Robyn for her service as Chair.  

 
 
J. Morse made the motion to adjourn. R. Voisinet supported. Motion carried, and meeting adjourned at 
2:17 PM.  


