
 

 

         Tri-County Aging Consortium Advisory Council 
Our mission is to promote and preserve the independence and dignity of the aging population. 
                                                  October 12, 2017 Minutes-updated 

 
Members Present Members Excused Guests Present 
Bauer, Gary (for SixtyPlus) Baker, Susann Lewis, Kirk (MSAC) 
Ferris, Suzanne Keilman, Linda  
Fliss, Bud Voisinet, Ruth  
Ford, Robyn   
Gardner, Penny   
Gutiérrez, Joseph   
Halsey, Carol   
Heideman, Eileen   
Jackson, J.J.   
Johnson, Chad   
Kienitz, Shannon (for McLaren)   
Monroe, Phyllis Members Absent Staff Present 
Morse, June Estes, Mary Buonodono, Carl 
Neve, Kelly Killips, Rosa (for SCP/RSVP) Cooper, Casey 
Parker, Laurie  Lemmer, Tammy 
Powell, Toby for Sparrow  Long, Kate 
Sargent, Dawn  Smith, Tom 
Turner, Anita  Owen, Marion 
Wallin, Jane   
Yoder, Martha   

 
 

I. Call to Order: President J. Wallin called the Council Meeting to order at 1:05 PM.   
 

II. Welcome and Introductions: Members welcomed and introductions were made.  
 

III. Approval of the Agenda for: October 12, 2017. J.J. Jackson made a motion to approve the 
agenda October 12, 2017. B Fliss seconded.  Motion carried.  

 
IV. Approval of the September 14, 2017 Minutes: T. Lemmer noted a correction regarding the 

raffle ticket incentive. (Sellers of $400 or more in tickets will receive 2 free tickets to the 
dinner.) J. Morse made a motion to approve the minutes as corrected for September 14, 
2017. E. Heidman seconded.  Motion carried.  

 
V. Public Comment and Correspondence:  T. Lemmer reviewed meeting packet contents and 

shared handouts, including flyers for the October Mobile Food Pantry. An email was 
previously shared regarding the AASA PREVNT Grant (elder abuse prevention), and Tammy 
provided some information about TCOA’s project. The Tri-County Regional Planning 
Commission is developing a long-term transportation plan, and has launched a survey which 
has been emailed to Advisory Council members.  There was also information shared 
regarding the MSU Partners in Aging Strategies and Training project.   



 
 

 
Tri-County Office on Aging         2 of 5 
Advisory Council Minutes 10/12/17 
 

 

 
No additional correspondence was received.   
 

VI. Executive Director’s Report:  M. Owen noted that the status of the Federal budget for 
Fiscal Year 2018 is not yet final, and a Continuing Resolution will carry over FY 2017 
funding levels through December.  The State has issued funding agreements for 6 months.   
 
Planning is underway for Older Michiganian’s Day, including Platform development. Likely 
topics include transportation, elder abuse and funding for in-home services.  
Steve Betterly has taken on new duties at AASA, and Sherri King has been appointed as 
temporary Field Rep.  
 
TCOA’s PREVNT grant will involve working with EVE, Inc, Advent House Ministries, 
RSVP-Lansing, and Legal Services of South Central Michigan to increase awareness, 
especially within the LBGT community.  
 
Questions were raised regarding Medicaid and Medicare. T. Lemmer updated the group on 
the status of federal Medicaid Medicare Assistance Program Funds. The importance of the 
program was reiterated. The status of actual funding for health care coverage (Medicaid, 
Medicare, the “exchange” via healthcare.gov) is still unknown due to continuing budget 
negotiations. Open enrollment dates have shortened, which may make it more difficult to 
access coverage. Disability Network has Benefits Coordinators who can help.  
There was also a question about PACE (Program for All Inclusive Care) which is currently 
expanding its physical space in Greater Lansing. Discussion followed.    
 

VII. Presentation: Report out from 4AM Conference- Getting Better with Age 

T. Lemmer facilitated a conversation about the Area Agencies on Aging Conference in 
October. Topics highlighted included the national public policy update, technology and 
accessibility (including driverless cars, the direct care workforce, and the opioid epidemic. 
Discussion followed.    

 
 

VIII. Old Business  
A. RFP Contract Renewals-. T. Smith noted that the funding recommendations were 

approved by the Administrative Board. He also updated members on the status of Kinship 
Care funds. TCOA released a new request for proposal and MSU Kinship Care Center is 
planning to respond with an application.  
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B. TCOA Dinner and Auction- Casey Cooper reminded members of the Dinner and Auction 
on November 9th at Eagle Eye Banquet Center. Please return RSVP forms asap so staff can 
have an accurate guest count. There will be no physical entrance tickets this year. Raffle 
tickets are also still available for purchase. 

 
 

IX. New Business 
A. Select a Nominating Committee for Election of Officers. Elections for new officers is 

to be held at the November meeting. T. Lemmer described the election process and 
requested volunteers to serve on the Nominating Committee. If you are on the 
Nominating Committee you are allowed to be on the slate. E Heidman volunteered. T. 
Lemmer will follow-up with other Advisory Council members for assistance.  
 

X. Council Reports 
A. Social Security Administration: R. Ford shared a handout called “13 Fearless Things to 

Know About Your Social Security Number.” She noted that there is a limit of 3 
replacement cards per year and 10 time per lifetime. Harassment or Harm is required in 
order to request a new number. As of 2011, the numbers are now randomized rather than 
being assigned geographically. There was a question about Cost of Living Allowance 
(COLA) increase, and that information was not available at the meeting. Discussion 
followed. 

 
B. Michigan Senior Advocates Council (MSAC):  Kirk Lewis is the newest delegate for 

TCOA’s region. The primary topic at the September 27th meeting was legislation regarding 
proposed reforms to Michigan’s Auto No-Fault system. MSAC currently opposes the bill as 
written, and is advocating to keep unlimited and uncapped Personal Injury Protection (PIP) 
benefits to accident survivors and wants full disclosure of the financial status of the 
Michigan Catastrophic Care Association. 

 
C. State Advisory Council (SAC):  R. Ford reported that the group next meets October 26th. 

She reviewed the new charge of studying volunteerism. There are four subcommittees 
(positive benefits, recruitment techniques, retention strategies, and places and 
organizational systems that need volunteers.) TCOA has a hard copy of the Creative Aging 
Report, which is also available online.  

 
TCOA/Region 6 still has a vacancy on the SAC. Most work is done via conference call.  

 
D. Nutrition Council: The Council did not meet this month. C. Buonodono noted that 

volunteers are still needed, and staff would be interested in visiting with local groups to 
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discuss the need. He reminded members that there is no longer a Senior Dining Site in 
Olivet. A location for a senior dining card is being sought.  Discussion followed. 
 

E. CATA Advisory Council: J. J. Jackson reported that the council met October 4th and that 
B. Fliss was elected as new Vice Chair. Deb Weise remains as chair. Pat Cannon is a new 
member from East Lansing. CATA continues to focus on technology improvements and the 
call back feature. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, December 5 (a date change) 
and the public is invited. It provides a nice overview of needs faced by community 
members, especially people with disabilities.  

 
 

XI. Issue Items (Current Topics or Concerns impacting Seniors, Persons with Disabilities 
and/or Community Related issues):  

 
No items raised.  
 

XII. Member's Time and/or Announcements:   
 
Sharing time was used as an opportunity to learn more about each other. 
 
A. Baker introduced herself as the President of the National Black Caucus and Center on 
Aging Lansing Chapter. The group meets at noon on the 3rd Monday of every month at the 
Letts Community Center. 
 
J. J. Jackson retired from British Petroleum as Human Resources Manager. He had to prove 
himself as the 1st and only blind manager in the company.  He also noted that Ted Hull, 
Stevie Wonder’s former tutor and manger, would be speaking at the Hannah Center in East 
Lansing in October.  
 
P. Gardner is collecting signatures for the Voters Not Politicians anti-gerrymandering effort. 
The proposal is for a 13-member non-partisan board to be appointed to a redistricting 
committee.  
 
P. Monroe is active with the Sam Corey Senior Center in Holt. 
 
E. Heideman is a member of the Meridian Concert band which will be performing the annual 
Souza Concert Friday November 3 at McDonald Middle School in East Lansing. Tom 
Gillette is the Director. Members come from all over Greater Lansing.  
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B.  Fliss retired from a career in banking, and is a long-time community volunteer, including 
work with the Prime Time Program in East Lansing. He has “learned to give.”  
 
L. Parker is a certified rehab councilor and wears many hats at Disability Network Capital 
Area.  She is also a member of the Dewitt Concert Band.  
 
J. Gutiérrez is active with the organization Charlotte Rising, whose mission is to cultivate a 
vibrant, enduring downtown Charlotte by promoting innovation and fine arts. 
 
K. Neve is Adult Services Supervisor for Ingham and Eaton County with DHHS.  
 
M Yoder is a state of Michigan retiree, and currently spends time with her 90-year-old 
mother.  She is also a Meals on Wheels volunteer.  
 
S. Kienitz from is Manager of the Infusion center, Geriatric Psych, and Orthopedic Centers at   
McLaren Hospital  
 
C. Cooper shared that following the successful MSU volleyball event, former Advisory 
Council Member J. Greenslit has secured a donation of women’s basketball tickets for the 
November 19th game at the Breslin Center.  
 
K. Long noted that the 2018 TCOA 5K Run Walk Wheel event will be May 19, 2018 at 
Hawk Island Park.   
 
T. Powell has worked for Sparrow Specialty Hospital for 12 years, but is retiring at the end of 
the year. The hospital provides Specialty/acute Long-Term Care for stays of 25 days or more. 
He has also been a private practice therapist. He is also a singer with Fracker vocal studies.  
 
J. Wallin retired accountant with the state, and serves on the Executive Committee of the 
State Employees Retiree Association Michigan Council. She was also recently elected to her 
8th four-year term on the Parks Commission for Delhi Township 
 
T. Lemmer noted that there are openings in coverage for the October and November 
Administrative Board meetings, held on the 3rd Monday of the month. J. Wallin will attend in 
October. (There is typically no meeting in December.) 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:35 PM.  


