
 

 

         Tri-County Aging Consortium Advisory Council 
Our mission is to promote and preserve the independence and dignity of the aging population. 
                                                  March 8, 2018 Minutes 

 
Members Present Members Excused Guests Present 
Baker, Susann Bauer, Gary (for SixtyPlus) L. Charboneau 
Eisenzimmer, Morgan Estes, Mary  
Fliss, Bud Ferris, Suzanne  
Gutiérrez, Joseph Ford, Robyn  
Halsey, Carol Lasiter, Carla  
Heideman, Eileen   
Jackson, J.J.   
Johnson, Chad   
Keilman, Linda Members Absent Staff Present 
Kienitz, Shannon (for McLaren)  Aikman, Sara 
Monroe, Phyllis  Buonodono, Carl 
Morse, June  Cooper, Casey 
Neve, Kelly  Lemmer, Tammy 
Pineda, Meghan  Long, Kate 
Sargent, Dawn  Smith, Thomas 
Turner, Anita  Owen, Marion 
Voisinet, Ruth   
Wallin, Jane   
Yoder, Martha   

 
 

I. Call to Order: First Vice President E. Heideman called the Council Meeting to order at 
1:00 PM.   
 

II. Welcome and Introductions: Members welcomed and introductions were made.  
 

III. Approval of the Agenda for: March 8, 2018. J. J. Jackson made a motion to approve the 
agenda January 11, 2018.  J. Morse seconded.  Motion carried.  

 
IV. Approval of the February 8, 2018 Minutes: T. Lemmer added a correction which added 

Kirk Lewis to the Guests Present at the February meeting.  J. Wallin made a motion to 
approve the minutes for February 8, 2018. S. Baker seconded.  Motion carried.  

 
V. Public Comment and Correspondence:  T. Lemmer reviewed meeting packet contents and 

shared handouts, including a flyer for the March Mobile Food Pantry. A notice from the 
Attorney General’s office encouraged those affected by the latest Medicare scam (offers for a 
temporary card for a fee) should be directed to law enforcement. Healthy Capital Counties is 
holding Focus Groups in the area. (Ed note: Info is now available for Clinton County.) She 
noted that there is no Aging Network News. No additional correspondence was received.   
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VI. Executive Director’s Report:  M. Owen noted that the Federal budget for Fiscal Year 2018 
is still under another Continuing Resolution until March 23. It is still unknown how the funds 
for Older Americans Act programs will be impacted. She distributed a handout with the 
current and proposed budgets. There is particular concern for the SHIP services, referred to as 
MMAP (Medicare and Medicaid Assistance Program) in Michigan, as well as LIHEAP 
(Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program). Last year over 1,700 people were served 
through the MMAP program in the tri-county area and there is no other service available like 
this. 

The state legislature has started taking public testimony on the FY 2019 budget. The governor 
has unveiled his proposed budget which includes flat funding for Aging and Adult Services 
Agency (AASA) programs including home delivered meals and in-home services.  However, 
the Silver Key Coalition has been testifying at hearings continuing to advocate for senior 
programs, and the Governor’s stated interest in making Michigan a “No-Wait State.” 

 
M. Owen reported on the local flood emergency that occurred last month. Meals on Wheels 
provided meals to Lett’s Community Center who served as a temporary shelter for those 
displaced. TCOA had a couple of clients displaced. Food was delivered to all home delivered 
meals clients. Some required different routes to client homes. No one went unserved. Lessons 
were learned for future emergencies.  
 
M. Owen passed out a draft Older Michiganian Day (OMD) handout. The handout lists 
priority issues and info on the event, including protecting MI Choice, supporting the Direct 
Care Workforce, supporting AASA In-Home Services and Preventing Elder Abuse.  
 
Area Agencies on Aging Association of Michigan (4AM) is transitioning in a new Director, 
Ryan Cowmeadow, who will be on board full time by April. 
 

VII. Presentation: Public Policy 101-How to Engage Legislators and Other Public Officials - T. 
Lemmer and L. Charboneau from AAA Region 8, both of whom are Staff Representatives to the 
Senior Advocates Council, spoke on what public policy looks like, how to engage our law makers and 
what we can do to make a difference. Current pressing matters include the MMAP/SHIP funding risk 
at the federal level. L. Charboneau discussed importance of educating legislators because there is no 
way for them to know everything. Never assume they know what we do and how the funds contribute 
to senior issues and agency mission. Open discussion followed on what Advisory Council members 
have done in the past related to advocacy, what has been successful and what they can do moving 
forward. L. Charboneau noted that campaign years are good opportunities to meet with candidates, 
educate them, voice your opinion, find a connection and feel out their priorities. T. Lemmer will 
continue to update members with information and data and will resend a sample letter and talking 
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points to AC members to help with reaching out to legislators. T. Lemmer showed members where to 
look on TCOA website for a listing of current local and state legislators. 
 

VIII. Old Business  
 

A. Foreclosure Prevention Resources – T. Lemmer shared that the Clinton County Treasurers 
Office does have similar resources to those available through Eaton and Ingham Counties. 

B. Run for the Ages 5K event, May 19, 2018 – K. Long updated members on the availability of 5K 
shirts for purchase: As of March 2018 long-sleeve shirts are $12 for non-registered participants 
and 2017 shirts are available for $5. Registration is available online or people can in person or 
volunteer and have the shirt included.  
 

IX. New Business 
 
A. 2018 Meals on Wheels Charity Golf Outing – C. Cooper reported about the Golf Outing on 

June 12 at Forest Akers West, shot gun start at 9am. Registration is available for those interested 
in golfing. There is a new option to attend just the dinner and auction portion after golf. Please 
help us by sharing the Facebook event or signing up online at the TCOA events page.  

B. Volunteer Appreciation Event, April 20, 2018 – C. Cooper invited AC members as volunteers 
to Volunteer Appreciation Open House on April 20 between 4-7pm. Correction to date listed on 
agenda (4/20/18). 

C. AASA Programmatic Assessments – T. Smith informed members on the Programmatic 
Assessment process to ensure compliance of standards set by AASA. He will provide follow up to 
AC in April or May. 
 

X. Council Reports 
A. Social Security Administration: R. Ford not present. No report. 

 
B. Michigan Senior Advocates Council (MSAC):  K. Lewis not present. T. Lemmer reported 

that a legislative update from Betsy Weihl, lobbyist from RWC Advocacy, was provided at the last 
meeting. The focus was on Health and Human Services hearings happening the week of the meeting 
and the push for increased funding for in-home services. T. Lemmer also reported there was a 
presentation from the Coalition for Protection of Auto No-fault regarding new proposals to reform 
or eliminate no-fault in Michigan. Gun violence was also discussed, including the issue of suicides 
in older adults continuing to rise and how guns are common tool for suicide. Discussion followed on 
whether MSAC would take a stand on issue. No decision was made.   

 
C. State Advisory Council (SAC):  R. Ford not present. No report.  

 
D. Nutrition Council: P. Monroe reported low attendance at the council meetings. Julie Anderson 

from Greater Lansing Food Bank spoke on SNAP food benefits. Other items discussed included the 
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need for volunteers at the Grand Ledge, Stockbridge, Ovid, Lett’s and Grange Acres sites. The April 
Volunteer Appreciation Open House was announced, and cookies will also be sent out to sites in 
March for volunteer appreciation. Additionally, the new NAPIS form was discussed, as well as 
continued concerns about Hepatitis B. The Oral Health presentations with Delta Dental will 
continue and Project Fresh coupons were discussed. C. Buonodono supplemented the report by 
adding that volunteers are solicited on Facebook, but the Nutrition program has also reached out to 
MSU to have students volunteer at dining sites, which has proved successful for specific sites. There 
was discussion about a potential option for a voucher program to assist seniors to access Bridge 
Card benefits with a volunteer shopping for them. This is in the infant stages. C. Buonodono also 
included information on the Meals on Wheels Fundraiser (Spaghetti Dinner at Mason A&W with 
Bake Sale), and made flyers available.    

 
E. CATA Advisory Council: J. J. Jackson reported no council meeting since Advisory Council last 
met. Dean Transportation lost their bid for the CATA SpecTran contract. TransDev is the new contract 
holder starting in April. J.J. Jackson reported on S. Dragoo’s retirement party and that S. Dragoo will 
stay on in an advisory capacity for a while to the new CEO Brad Funkhouser. B. Fliss discussed 
TransDev further.  

 
XI. Issue Items (Current Topics or Concerns impacting Seniors, Persons with Disabilities 

and/or Community Related issues):  
 
M. Owen reported that TCOA continues to have issues with staff from other buildings and 
programs parking in the lot next to our building, causing problems for older adults who are 
visiting us for services, especially the tax assistance program. She will likely escalate this 
matter to upper management and possibly County Commissioners. 

 
XII. Member's Time and/or Announcements:   

 
T. Lemmer requested a volunteer for Administrative Board meeting on March 19. D. Sargent 
agreed to attend.  
 
K. Neve asked if new Senior Preferences magazines were available. T. Lemmer reported they 
are not yet in, but there are still several boxes of the current issue available.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:21 PM.  


