
 

 

         Tri-County Aging Consortium Advisory Council 
Our mission is to promote and preserve the independence and dignity of the aging population. 
                                                  June 8, 2017 Minutes-corrected 

 
Members Present Members Excused Guests Present 
Baker, Susann Halsey, Carol Azeez, Becki (Foster 

Grandparents/RSVP) 
Estes, Mary Gutiérrez, Joseph Betterly, Steve (AASA) 
Heideman, Eileen Horne, Emly Ewing, Blake (A Home Away) 
Pollitz, Brittany, for G. Pollitz Johnson, Chad Jordan, Carrie (MEJI) 
Fliss, Bud  Lewis, Kirk (Home Care 

Alternatives) 
Ford, Robyn  Steinke, Susan (MEJI) 
Gardner, Penny  Williams, Ola (Access Home 

Care Service) 
Jackson, J.J.   
Keilman, Linda Members Absent Staff Present 
Morse, June Monroe, Phyllis Aikman, Sara 
Neve, Kelly Truszkowski, Karen Buonodono, Carl 
Parker, Laurie  Cooper, Casey 
Sargent, Dawn  Kosinski, Shelagh 
Powell, Toby (for M. Clements)  Lemmer, Tammy 
Sanchez Gazella, Linda  Smith, Tom 
Sexton, Jennifer  Owen, Marion 
Voisinet, Ruth   
Wallin, Jane   
Yoder, Martha   
   

 
I. Public Hearing for AIP: President J. Wallin called the Public Hearing to order at 1:01 PM.   

T. Lemmer provided a brief overview of the process and highlights of the plan for fiscal year 
2018. No changes were made to any goals or objectives. New evidence-based programs were 
highlighted for emphasis under existing goals. P. Gardner inquired about continuing efforts 
related to the LBGT community and was assured that the goal had not changed. Susan 
Stenke from the Michigan Elder Justice Initiative (MEJI) applauded our efforts to address 
elder abuse.  E. Heideman moved to close the hearing. S. Baker seconded. The motion 
carried. The plan will now go before the TCOA Administrative Board for their consideration.  
 

II. Call to Order: President J. Wallin called the Council Meeting to order at 1:10 PM.   
 

III. Welcome and Introductions: Members welcomed and introductions were made, including 
several guests who stayed following the Public Hearing. 

 
IV. Approval of the Agenda for June 8, 2017:  J.J. Jackson made a motion to approve the 

agenda for June 8, 2017:  L. Keilman seconded.  Motion carried. 
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V. Approval of the May 11, 2017 Minutes:. R. Voisinet made a motion to approve the minutes 
for May 11, 2017. E. Heideman seconded.  Motion carried.  

 
VI. Public Comment and Correspondence:  Representatives from MEJI shared greetings from 

Director Alison Hershel, and distributed copies of their recent newsletter on Elder Abuse. 
They noted that staff are available to make presentations on the topic. T. Lemmer also noted 
that earlier this year TCOA and other partners were interviewed about our elder abuse 
initiatives on HOMTV, the local cable access channel for Meridian Township. She also 
reviewed meeting packet contents, which included a flyer for the Mobile Food Pantry June 
17th. Disability Network Capital Area is hosting a picnic on July 20 at Lake Lansing Park 
South in celebration of the Anniversary of the ADA. RSVPS are requested as lunch will be 
provided. No additional correspondence was received.   
 
Executive Director’s Report:  M. Owen thanked the providers for attending the meeting. 
She discussed the status of the Project Choices/Medicaid Home and Community Based 
Waiver program. Intakes and screenings are ongoing, with clients being added to the wait list 
and receiving information and assistance to meet immediate needs. Personal Emergency 
Response Systems are offered to those at most risk, as well as referrals to other resources. 
There have not been any developments following last month’s meeting with representatives 
from the state Medicaid program. At that meeting M. Owen reiterated TCOA’s commitment 
to person centeredness and the intent to operate the program with integrity to all clients. 
There is a discrepancy across the state on daily costs and there is a concern that not all 
services are being provided equitably, which can skew the overall costs of the program. Nick 
Lyon, Director of DHHS, requested a meeting with TCOA leadership on June 20.  

 
M. Owen discussed a concern with language in a Michigan Senate Appropriations bill that 
would have implemented a new pilot that would have pushed everyone into a specific health 
plan in the current dual eligibility pilot areas. Fortunately, advocates were able to get the 
language removed with education and contact with legislators. The state budget process is 
now being held up related to teacher pension issues. Small increases were proposed in both 
house and senate versions of the budget for home delivered meals and in-home services.  
 
The proposed FY 2018 budget is of great concern to seniors, with a plan to eliminate Senior 
Employment programs and SHIP (known in Michigan as MMAP), and major cuts to 
Community Development Block Grants and community service programs such as 
AmeriCorps and RSVP. Many hope the budget as proposed is not going anywhere. There 
were some proposed increases still underway. Discussion followed, with questions about the 
capitation rate and the history of that model for Medicaid reimbursement. 
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VII. Presentations 
a. Kinship Care Resources- Shelagh Kosinski, TCOA Eligibility Specialist, described 

the Kinship Care Respite Program, which is designed to help pay for activities and 
programs for youth under the age of 18 whose primary caregivers are older adults age 
55 or older. The program has been under-utilized in recent years, so outreach efforts are 
underway. TCOA is working with the YMCA and other summer camp programs to 
advertise the opportunity for assistance. Funds can also be utilized for afterschool day 
care, summer school, and drivers’ education classes. It was noted that many older adults 
have questions about benefit eligibility when caring for a minor, and R. Ford shared that 
the Social Security Administration is available to help sort that out. They are also 
available to make presentations. Discussion followed.  
 

b. Serving Smiles to Seniors Program, Carl Buonodono, Nutrition Director provided 
information on the Oral Health partnership with Delta Dental. He showed a short 
promotional video. This is the 3rd consecutive year that the TCOA nutrition program has 
been involved with an oral health initiative. In 2015, TCOA participated in the 
statewide Tooth Wisdom program, bringing in trained dental hygienists to six local 
sites. Last summer Delta Dental began sponsoring the Serving Smiles to Seniors 
Program, which includes oral health fun facts, nutrition information, healthy treats and 
goody bags for participants. There are six dates left between now and September. 
Discussion followed.    

 
 

VIII. Old Business 
A. Older Michiganians Day - T. Lemmer recapped the event and noted with appreciation that 

several Advisory Council and Administrative Board members attended. TCOA provided 
lunch to over 1,000 individuals, and it was well received.  All State House and Senate 
members received one ticket and an invitation to join their constituents for lunch. The 
turnout from legislators was considered good, and several local lawmakers joined 
approximately 50 local seniors from our Region. State Speaker of the House Tom Leonard 
and House Minority Leader Sam Singh from TCOA’s Service Area both spoke, as did 
Department of Health and Human Services Director Nick Lyon. A few people had parking 
concerns. (A Lugnuts game and the Michigan Assisted Living Conference at the Lansing 
Center contributed to the congestion.)  Discussion followed.  
 

B. TCOA 5K Run for the Ages- T. Lemmer reported on the successful event held on May 20 
at Hawk Island Park in Lansing. The net total raised during the event was just over $7,400 
with 176 registrants. This is up from last year’s net of $4,800 (Editor’s Note: 2016 net was 
closer to $5400 with a late sponsor payment not reflected in the original total) and 168 
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registrants. She congratulated the team and Race Director Kate Long for their hard work, 
and extended appreciation to council members who supported the event through 
registration, donations, and attendance. Next year’s 5 K Run will be on May 19 and will be 
the 5th Annual event during TCOA’s 45th Anniversary year.  
   

C. Meals on Wheels Charity Golf Outing, Casey Cooper, TCOA. The event is Tuesday, June 
13. Golfer registration is open through the Monday prior. $42,000 has been raised to date 
with sponsorships. The goal is to raise a net total of over $35,000 after expenses, up from 
$29,000 last year, and we appear on track to do so. Reminder that this year’s Dinner and 
Auction is November 9th at Eagle Eye Banquet Center. Volunteers are welcome on the 
planning committee.  

 
IX. New Business 

A. DRAFT Annual Implementation Fiscal Year 2018.  A motion to approve the FY 
2018 Plan was made by B. Fliss, seconded by J.J. Jackson. T. Lemmer reminded 
members that a version was emailed prior to the meeting. It was noted that one of the 
continuing focus areas is meeting needs of the LBGT population. The motion passed, 
and the plan will be forwarded to the Administrative Board.  

 
X. Council Reports 

A. Social Security Administration: R. Ford distributed a handout on “Lasting Sources of 
Independence” with information on Medicare Parts A, B, C and D.  The second handout 
was called “Can I Keep This Benefit” and describes “throughout the month” eligibility 
rules. Eligibility age has not changed for Medicare (age 65.) R. Ford also highlighted the 
status of ‘My Social Security” with multi-factor log-in due for implementation on June 10, 
with the option of accessing a special code by text or email. A new code is required upon 
every log-in, so no need to remember a password. Finally, in response to a question, she 
noted that all inquiries related to the proposed American Health Care Act are referred to the 
Public Affairs office. Discussion followed. 

 
B. Michigan Senior Advocates Council (MSAC):  The next meeting is in September. 

Delegates from the region are still needed. The group meets monthly on the 4th Wednesday 
at the Capitol. It is an informative meeting with a focus on public policy advocacy. 

 
C. State Advisory Council (SAC):  The group meets next week.  

 
D. Nutrition Council: No Meeting.  

 
E. CATA Advisory Council: The Local Advisory Council met on June 7.  J. J. Jackson 

shared CEO Sandy Draggoo’s retirement is effective February 28 after 44 years. A search 
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committee will be formed on June 21. Redi-Ride service in Delta Township will be 
discontinued on September 30. There is no millage to support the local service. 
Williamston/Webberville routes will also have reduced capacity.  The Trapeze software 
used to schedule Spec Tran routes is expanding to include a consumer app. Riders can also 
use a live telephone scheduler. The automated system can be used for cancelations or to 
check the status. You can both schedule and cancel appointments online, although it isn’t 
always an accessible system.  Customer service complaints are common, with 28-34 hold 
times reported. The idea was proposed to set up training sessions on efficient use of the 
system.  Disability Network conducts the screenings for Spec-Tran eligibility, and they 
provide guidelines on scheduling best practices. Offers to conduct more formal trainings 
were not accepted. TCOA and DNCAP are open to submitting a joint letter highlighting the 
need for such a training.  Discussion followed.  

 
XI. Issue Items (Current Topics or Concerns impacting Seniors, Persons with Disabilities 

and/or Community Related issues):  
 

No issues raised.  
  

XII. Member's Time and/or Announcements:   
 
J. J. Jackson noted that 126 people visited the School for the Blind during Be a Tourist in 
Your Own Town. He mentioned that the Mid-Michigan Leadership Academy holds classes in 
the building, and it is the home of the local housing authority and Mid-Michigan 
Guardianship. Finally, he discussed two in-service training opportunities for Dean 
Transportation drivers. As part of his theme for the trainings, he distributed mini Milky Way 
Candy bars and all members of the Council were invited to chant “I am a star!”  
 
L. Parker thanked Tammy for sharing the information about the ADA Anniversary picnic.  
 
C. Buonodono distributed a flyer with information on upcoming Project Fresh distribution 
dates.  

 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:42 PM.  


