
 

 

         Tri-County Aging Consortium Advisory Council 
Our mission is to promote and preserve the independence and dignity of the aging population. 
                                                  July 13, 2017 Minutes 

 
Members Present Members Excused Guests Present 
Baker, Susann Estes, Mary Betterly, Steve (AASA) 
Ferris, Suzanne for SAFE Fliss, Bud  
Ford, Robyn Horne, Emly  
Gardner, Penny McLaren Rep  
Goetz, Michelle for Sixty Plus   
Gutiérrez, Joseph   
Halsey, Carol   
Heideman, Eileen   
Jackson, J.J.   
Johnson, Chad   
Keilman, Linda   
Miller, Angie for SCP/RSVP   
Monroe, Phyllis Members Absent Staff Present 
Morse, June  Aikman, Sara 
Parker, Laurie  Buonodono, Carl 
Powell, Toby for Sparrow  Cooper, Casey 
Sargent, Dawn  Lemmer, Tammy 
Thompson, Tie for Neve, Kelly  Long, Kate 
Voisinet, Ruth  Smith, Tom 
Wallin, Jane  Owen, Marion 
Yoder, Martha   
   

 
 

I. Call to Order: President J. Wallin called the Council Meeting to order at 1:00 PM.   
 

II. Welcome and Introductions: Members welcomed and introductions were made. 
 

III. Approval of the Agenda for:  July 14, 2017 J.J. Jackson made a motion to approve the 
agenda for July 14, 2017.  P. Monroe seconded.  Motion carried.  

 
IV. Approval of the June 8, 2017 Minutes: J. Morse made a motion to approve the minutes for 

June 8, 2017. M. Yoder seconded.  A typo was corrected on page one and the language 
regarding the motion to close the hearing was changed. Motion carried with corrections.  

 
V. Public Comment and Correspondence:  T. Lemmer reviewed meeting packet contents, 

including Sparrow Health Systems speaker series information. A Mobile Food Pantry flyer 
was distributed. Information is available regarding Lansing Lugnuts and LAFCU Community 
Heroes Veterans recognition opportunities. Free MSU Volleyball tickets will be available for 
TCOA volunteers thanks to efforts by former council member John Greenslit. A Yellow 
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Pages video clip was filmed with help from J.J. Jackson and R. Voisinet. The clip will be sent 
out for sharing.  No additional correspondence was received.   
 
Executive Director’s Report:  M. Owen provided an update on the Project Choices 
Medicaid Home and Community Based Waiver program following a meeting with MDHHS 
Director Nick Lyon. The issues are still being discussed and greater scrutiny of Waiver 
providers’ adherence to person-centeredness and comprehensive services was requested by 
TCOA. Per communication with Medicaid Director Chris Priest, TCOA will begin taking 
new clients again, with people ready to move out of nursing facilities a priority. Staff have 
come together to gear back up. The pause helped level out deficit concerns for the program.  
New reimbursement rates are expected soon for October implementation. 

 
M. Owen also highlighted new AASA State Plan Goals as noted in recent Aging Network 
News. TCOA’s Annual Plan has been submitted to AASA for submission to the commission, 
and she noted that the 2016 Annual Report is nearly ready for distribution.  

VI. Presentation, LBGT Inclusivity-What Does it Look Like?: Penny Gardner and Tammy 
Lemmer. Penny and Tammy shared resources and outlined cornerstones of successful aging 
(economic security, social connections, and health & well-being) with a discussion of barriers 
often faced by LBGT older adults, especially in Michigan, where there are no civil rights 
protections for them. They also highlighted ways to promote an inclusive environment that is 
not discriminatory or insensitive. A video clip contrasted the realities for two women, Tina 
and Jackie, as they aged. Discussion followed.    

 
VII. Old Business  

A. Meals on Wheels Charity Golf Outing, Casey Cooper, TCOA. The event on Tuesday, 
June 13 was very successful. Estimated net revenue is expected to exceed $35,000 after 
expenses, up from $29,000 last year.  

 
VIII. New Business 

A. 2017 TCOA Dinner and Auction Planning: C. Cooper noted that this year’s Dinner 
and Auction is November 9th at Eagle Eye Banquet Center. Volunteers are welcome on 
the planning committee, and assistance is welcome in identifying sponsors and auction 
donors. Advisory Council members will once again receive complimentary tickets to 
attend. Raffle tickets will be available for purchase soon as well.  
 

B. FY 2018 Annual Contract Renewals / Proposal Review Committee. T. Smith 
requested four volunteers to sit on the renewal committee for the 2018 AASA 
contractors. The process includes review of program status and proposed budgets. J. 
Wallin, S. Baker, E. Heideman, R. Voisinet, and J. Morse volunteered.  
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C. Advisory Council August Meeting: J. Wallin entertained a motion to cancel the 
August Advisory Council meeting as is the usual practice. E. Heideman moved, and 
J.J. Jackson seconded the motion. The motion carried.  

 
IX. Council Reports 

A. Social Security Administration: R. Ford shared information on the Ticket to Work 
program that assists adults ages 18-64 who want to return to work. Other programs exist for 
adults older than that. She also shared information on “Growing Benefits” after age 62 by 
waiting to draw down. For employees age 65 you may still request Medicare without 
claiming SSA benefits. It was noted that the premium may be higher. Discussion followed. 

 
B. Michigan Senior Advocates Council (MSAC):  The next meeting is in September. 

Delegates from the region are still needed. The group meets monthly on the 4th Wednesday 
at the Capitol. It is an informative meeting with a focus on public policy advocacy. 

 
C. State Advisory Council (SAC):  The group met June 15 and received updated information 

regarding a previous Direct Care Worker report. There are vacancies on the Council. 
Membership on the committee is active, and expectations include required research and 
activity between meetings. Wendy White was elected new Vice Chair. There is no new 
charge for the coming year.   

 
D. Nutrition Council: P. Monroe reported that the Council met Tuesday, July 5 with guest 

speaker Barb Mannino, TCOA Options Counselor. All Project Fresh coupons were 
distributed.  The Serving Smiles to Seniors program is continuing successfully. A 
Coordinator is needed for the Riverfront Senior Dining Site for approximately 15 hours per 
week.  

 
E. CATA Advisory Council: J. J. Jackson reported that the search committee for retiring 

CEO Sandy Draggoo’s replacement will include 4 members of the CATA Board and 4 
community members. CATA AC Chair Deb Weise will serve on the committee.  A sub-
committee was formed in response to a rising number of consumer complaints. Issues 
include hold times, available staff for peak periods, proper scheduling of drivers to meet 
requests, and lack of user friendly technology leading to misunderstandings and lack of 
knowledge of services. Disability Network has highlighted other website concerns and are 
actively participating in tests of current website and a beta test of a new site. There is also 
new willingness to have DNCAP host orientation trainings for users.  
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X. Issue Items (Current Topics or Concerns impacting Seniors, Persons with Disabilities 
and/or Community Related issues):  

 
J. J. Jackson inquired about the TCOA mission and the possibility of adding language 
referencing “persons with disabilities.”  M. Owen noted that the agency has not reviewed the 
mission statement in a while and that the charter does include persons with disabilities. It 
would take an action of the group to propose a change. 
 
T. Lemmer noted that there are openings in coverage for the remainder of the 2017 
Administrative Board meetings on the 3rd Monday of every month. J. Wallin agreed to attend 
in July, and S. Baker agreed to attend in September. (No meeting in August.)  
 

XI. Member's Time and/or Announcements:   
 
J. J. Jackson demonstrated a color and light detector device he uses.  
 
J. Gutiérrez previously nominated a local veteran for the LAFCU Community Heroes 
program. Unfortunately, the game was rained out shortly after the first pitch.  
  
M. Goetz shared booklets that were developed by Sixty Plus Elderlaw Clinic with an AASA 
Elder Abuse prevention grant that emphasized localizing Consumer Protection Bureau 
resources to Michigan. Local presentation opportunities are available. Website is 
www.protectmymoneymi.org.  
 
S. Baker invited members to attend a Music in the Garden Big Band Concert in Veterans 
Memorial Park in Delhi Township. E. Heideman noted that the Kiwanis Concert Band is 
playing at Pinecrest School in East Lansing.  
 
T. Lemmer invited suggestions for future presentation topics. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:40 PM.  

http://www.protectmymoneymi.org/

