
 

 

         Tri-County Aging Consortium Advisory Council 
Our mission is to promote and preserve the independence and dignity of the aging population. 
                                                   July 12, 2018 Minutes 

 
Members Present Members Excused Guests Present 
Baker, Susann Ford, Robyn Wamsley, Scott (AASA) 
Barrett, Carol (for RSVP/SCP) Morse, June  
Ferris, Suzanne Pineda, Meghan  
Fliss, Bud   
Flowers, Angelo (for DHHS)   
Gutiérrez, Joseph   
Gehringer, Becky (for McLaren)   
Heideman, Eileen   
Jackson, JJ   
Jason, Andrew (for Sixty Plus 
Elderlaw Clinic) 

Members Absent Staff Present 

Johnson, Chad Estes, Mary Aikman, Sara 
Keilman, Linda  Buonodono, Carl 
Lasiter, Carla  Cooper, Casey 
Monroe, Phyllis  Lemmer, Tammy 
Sargent, Dawn  Owen, Marion 
Turner, Anita  Smith, Thomas 
Voisinet, Ruth   
Wallin, Jane   
Yoder, Martha   

 
 

I. Call to Order: Vice President E. Heideman called the Council Meeting to order at 1:03 
PM.   
 

II. Welcome and Introductions: Members were welcomed and introductions were made. 
Becky Gehringer introduced herself as the new manager of the Geropsychiatric Evaluation 
and Management Services (GEMS) unit at McLaren. 

 
III. Approval of the Agenda for: July 12, 2018. R. Voisinet, made a motion to approve the 

agenda. J. Jackson seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

IV. Approval of the June 14, 2018 Minutes: J. Jackson made a motion to approve the minutes 
for June 14, 2018. B. Fliss seconded. Motion carried.  

 
V. Public Comment and Correspondence:  T. Lemmer distributed the July Mobile Food 

Pantry Flyer. C. Buonodono distributed flyers for Do1Thing Day, an event hosted by a local 
emergency preparedness organization. T. Lemmer announced a “data party” hosted by local 
health departments to share the data they have collected that will be used to develop the 
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Healthy Capital Counties Health Improvement Plan for Ingham, Clinton, and Eaton counties. 
It will be held at the Grand Ledge Opera House from 9am-12pm on Thursday, July 19.  
 

VI. Executive Director’s Report: M. Owen stated that TCOA is watching the federal budget to 
see what is allocated in FY 2019. It appears that the House and Senate Appropriations 
Committees plan to allocate the same amount of funding that we got last year, maintaining 
the slight increase received in FY 2018. Neither committee is supporting the Presidential 
Administration’s proposed elimination or drastic cuts of the State Health Assistance Program 
(SHIP,) which is locally known as MMAP, or the Senior Community Service Employment 
Program (SCSEP.) M. Owen distributed a chart from N4A that describes funding 
appropriations to aging programs since FY 2010. Though funding has increased since then, 
proportionally it has been a reduction considering all funding over the long-term, and despite 
the increasing population.  

 
AASA’s assessment of TCOA is complete, and TCOA passed with no issues. We await 
results for the Nutrition Program. TCOA is also still being audited by the Office of the 
Auditor general, who assesses AASA and must visit AAAs to see how well AASA is 
conducting its monitoring of operating standards and contract compliance.  

 
TCOA is in the process of renewing our PREVNT Elder Abuse grant, in partnership with 
RSVP, End Violent Encounters (EVE,), and Legal Services of South Central MI to educate 
people on what elder abuse looks like, what to do about it, and to minimize any shame 
associated with it. It is also meant to facilitate peer relationships among victims of elder 
abuse. Siren/Eaton Homeless Shelter in Charlotte is proposed as a new partner to continue 
expansion of the project.  

 
TCOA’s lease contract is up for renewal after 25 years. We will address recent parking 
concerns as part of that process to ensure we have ample parking for older adults.  

 
TCOA is a local cooling center during periods of extreme heat, and is one of the only ones 
that accepts pets. Carl Buonodono has been coordinating with the emergency operations 
centers in each county to communicate open hours and locations.    

VII. Presentation: Aging and Adult Services Agency (AASA) Overview- M. Owen introduced 
Scott Wamsley, Deputy Director of the Aging and Adult Services Agency (AASA). S. 
Wamsley has worked at AASA for 22 years. He gave an overview of the structure of AASA, 
formerly known as the Office of Services to the Aging (OSA).  
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S. Wamsley distributed copies of AASA’s 2017 annual report. AASA is the State Unit on 
Aging (SUA) for Michigan. Every state and US territory has one, and there are 57 total. Their 
function is to be the focal point for aging in state government. SUAs are advocates in state 
government for issues concerning older adults, and they distribute the non-Medicaid federal 
and state funds appropriated by the state legislature under the Older Americans Act to AAAs. 
They also oversee the aging network by doing assessments and monitoring. 

Some states’ SUAs are also their AAAs because their populations are so small. Michigan is a 
large state, so we are divided into 16 planning and services areas. AASA assigns each planning 
and services area an AAA. Each AAA is very different. Some are part of health departments or 
county governments or are 501c3s. TCOA is a consortium. This uniqueness among AAAs is 
representative of local needs.  

There are 15 members of the State Commission on Aging, which is the group that approves the 
creation of planning services areas, approves the service standards of AASA, and approves 
AASA funding. They function as AASA’s board of directors. The Commission was created 
under the Older Michiganians Act of 1981.  

When the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) was created in 
2015, OSA became AASA. Other changes took place, including AASA’s Director no longer 
being appointed by the Governor, but instead by the director of MDHHS. The newest change as 
a result of AASA merging with MDHSS is that the Senior Supportive Services section now 
encompasses elder rights and elder justice initiatives in partnership with Adult Protective 
Services (APS.)  

AASA has a staff of 31 people. Most of the work is done through AAAs and local service 
providers. In the office, AASA has specialists for different aging programs (evidence-based 
programs, nutrition programs, etc.) There are also field staff who work directly with AAAs on 
not only assessments, but also trying to be supportive of their missions by attending board 
meetings and addressing other needs.  

AASA has a budget of $100 million, 60% of which is from the federal government and 40% 
from the state. The federal budget is a challenge, being approved late in the year. But the state 
legislature budget has been timely during the current administration. The state legislature is 
supportive of aging programs, in part thanks to advocacy work from organizations like the 
Silvery Key Coalition. The budget for home delivered meals has increased by $8 million over 
the last five years. There is a $2.5 million increase slated for 2019. There is also a $100,000 
increase for senior volunteer programs. Across the state, nutrition programs under AASA 
(including TCOA’s) deliver 10 million meals each year and serve 100,000 people.  
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VIII. Old Business  
 

A. Golf Outing Update: C. Cooper reported we raised approximately $33,800 at the June 
12th Golf Outing. This is down slightly from $36,000 last year, due in part to Jackson 
National Life reducing their support amount by $5,000. There were also unique onetime 
expenses related to the 30th Anniversary of the event. We used Clickbid, a mobile bidding 
platform, for the first time at the golf outing. With this software, bidders use their 
smartphones to place bids. We will also use Clickbid for the Dinner and Auction and will 
utilize volunteers with iPads to help bidders without smartphones. Discussion followed.  

B. FY 2019 Annual Implementation Plan Update: T. Lemmer reported that the 
Administrative Board was not able to pass the AIP at the last meeting because they did 
not have quorum. AASA understood, and the plan will go before the board when they 
meet next on July 16th.  
 

C. FY 2019 Annual Contract Renewals / Proposal Review Committee: T. Smith will 
send the proposal review committee (Eileen, Susann, Jane, Bud, Robyn, and Mary) 
proposed meeting dates to discuss the fund amounts that TCOA providers will receive 
when their contracts renew. 
 

IX. New Business 
 

A. 2018 TCOA Dinner and Auction Planning: C. Cooper announced that the 33rd Annual 
Dinner and Auction will be on November 8th at Eagle Eye Banquet Center. The link to buy 
tickets is live on TCOA’s website. Advisory Council members get two complimentary 
tickets to the event, and Casey will touch base in September to get attendee information. 
Raffle tickets will go on sale in August.  

 
B. Advisory Council August Meeting- J. Wallin made a motion to cancel the August 9th 

Advisory Council meeting. S. Baker seconded. Motion carried. The next meeting will be 
held September 13, 2018.   

 
X. Council Reports 
 

A. Social Security Administration: No report.   
 

B. Michigan Senior Advocates Council (MSAC): No report. T. Lemmer noted that the 
legislature is on summer recess, and the council does not typically meet during those months.  
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C. State Advisory Council (SAC):  No report.  
 

D. Nutrition Council: No report. P. Monroe said the nutrition council will meet next week. 
 

E. CATA Advisory Board: No report. J. Jackson stated there had not been a meeting since the 
last TCOA advisory council meeting.  
 

 
XI. Issue Items (Current Topics or Concerns impacting Seniors, Persons with Disabilities and/or 
Community Related issues)  
 
J. Jackson serves on the United Cerebral Palsy board and reported that UCP Detroit and UCP 
Michigan have merged. The director for both is Leslynn Angel. They are in the process of reorganizing 
the board.  
 
XII. Member's Time and/or Announcements:  
B. Fliss announced that he is turning 80 years old tomorrow. The council wished Bud a Happy 
Birthday! 
 
J. Wallin reported that Dead Man’s Park in Delhi Township has been renamed “John Taylor Memorial 
Park” after the African American Civil War veteran.  
 
T. Lemmer reported that United Cerebral Palsy still has funds available to do ramp construction for 
individuals with mobility issues.  
 
E. Heideman announced that the East Lansing Kiwanis band has a concert at 7:00 that night at 
Pinecrest School.  
 
 
 J. Wallin made a motion to adjourn. E. Heidemann seconded. The meeting adjourned.  
 

 

  


