
 

 

         Tri-County Aging Consortium Advisory Council 
Our mission is to promote and preserve the independence and dignity of the aging population. 
                                                  January 12, 2017 Minutes 

 
Members Present Members Excused Guests Present 
Estes, Mary Baker, Susann Betterly, Steve (AASA) 
Ferris, Suzanne Fliss, Bud  
Ford, Robyn Gardner, Penny  
Gutiérrez, Joseph Gazella, Linda  
Heideman, Eileen Halsey, Carol  
Keilman, Linda Horne, Emly Staff Present 
Monroe, Phyllis Jackson, J.J. Aikman, Sara 
Morse, June Johnson, Chad Buonodono, Carl 
Neve, Kelly Parker, Laurie Lemmer, Tammy 
Sargent, Dawn Wallin, Jane Long, Kate 
Sexton, Jennifer  Mannino, Barbara 
Voisinet, Ruth Members Absent Smith, Tom 
Yoder, Martha Clements, Megan Owen, Marion 
 Truszkowski, Karen  
   

 
I. Call to Order: Vice President R. Ford called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM.   

 
II. Welcome and Introductions: Members welcomed and introductions were made, including 

new member Joseph Gutiérrez from Eaton County. 
 

III. Approval of the Agenda for January 12, 2017:  P. Monroe made a motion to approve the 
agenda for January 12, 2017. R. Voisinet seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
IV. Approval of the December 8, 2016, 2016 Minutes: A correction was noted that the sentence 

under 4th Quarter Services Report “The percentage of minority clients should read 30% YTD, 
not 18% as written” should be corrected to read as follows: “The percentage of minority 
clients for Project Choices should read 30% Minority Quarter Total, not 17% as written.” P. 
Monroe made a motion to approve the minutes of December 8, 2016 as corrected.  J. Morse 
seconded.  Motion carried.  

 
V. Public Comment and Correspondence:  T. Lemmer reviewed the meeting packet, which 

included a Mobile Food Pantry flyer for January, a flyer about an oral hygiene event at Lett’s 
Community Center, and a copy of Marion’s viewpoint article from the January 1st edition of 
the Lansing State Journal.  
 

VI. Executive Director’s Report:  M. Owen highlighted the January 6 edition of Aging Network 
News that describes the impact of a possible repeal of the Affordable Care Act. She also 
reported that this is the final month of the Care Transitions program with Sparrow Hospital 
because the contract was not renewed. TCOA is still pursuing funding and other partnerships 
to continue to provide access to services. The staff of the program (masters level social 
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workers) will be greatly missed. The status of other evidence-based programs is strong, with 
a new contract with Priority Health being executed to provide Diabetes PATH classes 
through their Medicare Advantage Plan. Outreach to physician’s groups is also underway, 
with a statewide referral system in development as well. The Michigan Area Agencies on 
Aging Association executive committee is working on the succession plan to replace Director 
Mary Ablan, who is retiring effective in March.  There is continued uncertainty regarding the 
federal budget, which is under a continuing resolution through April. One proposal is to 
discontinue the social services block grant that funds children’s programs as well as adult 
services. TCOA has signed a letter in opposition to this proposal.  Older Michiganian’s Day 
is set for May 17. The program is shorter this year, with activities wrapping up at 1 pm. The 
platform of issues is under development.  

VII. Presentation- Alzheimer’s Disease Supportive Services Program, Barb Mannino, 
Options Counselor, TCOA:  Barb shared information on the three year grant program 
through AASA that strives to improve dementia “dexterity” (or capability) to support 
effective ways of interacting with individuals and families experiencing dementia. TCOA is 
one of 6 AAAs participating, including Area 2 (Jackson), Area 3B (Battle Creek), Area 9 
(Alpena/Gaylord) Area 10 (Traverse City), and Area 11 (Upper Peninsula.) Five TCOA staff 
members will participate in a Learning Collaborative process with leaders from other AAAs. 
Planning is underway, with proposed activities to include testing screening tools and 
strategies for incorporating questions about dementia into conversations with families. She 
reviewed sample questions that might direct someone to connect with a physician for further 
follow-up. Important issues include available resources, the role of medical professionals, and 
availability of training for professional caregivers and first responders. Discussion followed.  
 

VIII. New Business 
A.   Conflict of Interest Forms T. Lemmer distributed blank Conflict of Interest Forms for 

2017. Members are asked to complete them and return them to TCOA.  
B. 2017 Member list. The latest Advisory Council roster was distributed. Members are 

asked to review and forward any corrections to T. Lemmer.  
 

IX. Council Reports 
A. Social Security Administration: R. Ford distributed a handout called “Easily Get 

Replacement Social Security Tax Forms Online related to accessing 1099 forms online after 
February 1. The forms are mailed in January to beneficiaries. Recipients of Supplemental 
Security Income do not automatically receive the form but it is available upon request.  

 
B. Michigan Senior Advocates Council (MSAC):  The next meeting is January 25. Delegate 

seats are still available for our area.  It was noted that both the House Majority Leader 
(Speaker) Tom Leonard and House Minority Leader Sam Singh are from our area. 
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C. State Advisory Council (SAC):  No Meeting. 

 
D. Nutrition Council: P. Monroe reported that the committee met on Wednesday, January 4. 

Kyle Darling from the Food Bank Council of Michigan presented to the council on SNAP 
application assistance that is available and distributed Food and Other Resources (F.O.R.) 
Helpline cards. Additional cards are available. TCOA AmeriCorps member Rachel Tilson 
is continuing her work on the monthly food box project to increase access to fresh 
vegetables. She is available to make presentations. The council heard an update on the 
Dinner and Auction, and discussed the dates for upcoming events, including the Run for the 
Ages 5K on May 20 at Hawk Island, and the Golf Outing on June 13 at Forest Akers. T-
shirts and sweatshirts remain available for a donation. Tasha Stetler continues to work on 
the local Oral Hygiene projects. Ingham County Health Department licensing fees for the 
15 congregate dining sites are increasing to $470 each. Conversations with the health 
department are continuing to determine a way to minimize or eliminate these fees since 
food is not actually prepared but only served at the sites.  

 
C. Buonodono distributed volunteer applications and encouraged members to help spread 
the word about volunteer needs. TCOA MOW now has a wait list for the first time in 
history because of a shortage of volunteers, and the level of service is impacted by lack of 
funding. WILX and Lansing State Journal media coverage was helpful in generating some 
interest, and word of mouth is very effective. Often the best referrals come from current 
volunteers. Outreach efforts are underway to connect with business, places of worship, 
civic groups and others to encourage formation of volunteer teams.  The program can work 
around potential barriers to volunteering. Discussion followed.  

 
E. CATA Advisory Council: No Report.    

 
 

X. Issue Items (Current Topics or Concerns impacting Seniors, Persons with Disabilities 
and/or Community Related issues):  

 
T. Smith noted that there is a need for snow plowing and lawn mowing contractors in Eaton 
County, particularly Bellevue, and other rural areas. Efforts have been made to connect with 
bordering AAAs.  
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XI. Member's Time and/or Announcements:   
New member J. Gutiérrez introduced himself. He retired from the military and from a career in 
Web administration. He moved from Chicago to Charlotte in 1985. He has experience as an 
informal caregiver and shared a story from personal experience.  
 
Openings are available to represent the Advisory Council at future Administrative Board 
Meetings for March through May.   

 
 

*** The next Advisory Council Meeting is scheduled for February 9, 2017 at 1:00pm.   
The next Administrative Board meeting is scheduled for January 23, 2017 at 1:30 pm. Martha 
Yoder has volunteered to attend on behalf of the Council.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:10 PM.  


