
 

 

         Tri-County Aging Consortium Advisory Council 
Our mission is to promote and preserve the independence and dignity of the aging population. 
                                                  January 11, 2018 Minutes, updated 

 
Members Present Members Excused Guests Present 
Baker, Susann Halsey, Carol Pineda, Meghan 
Bauer, Gary (for SixtyPlus) Monroe, Phyllis  
Ferris, Suzanne Yoder, Martha  
Fliss, Bud   
Ford, Robyn   
Gutiérrez, Joseph   
Heideman, Eileen   
Jackson, J.J.   
Johnson, Chad Members Absent Staff Present 
Keilman, Linda Kienitz, Shannon (for McLaren) Aikman, Sara 
Killips, Rosa (for SCP/RSVP) Estes, Mary Buonodono, Carl 
Morse, June  Lemmer, Tammy 
Neve, Kelly  Long, Kate 
Sargent, Dawn  Smith, Thomas 
Turner, Anita  Owen, Marion 
Voisinet, Ruth   
Wallin, Jane   

 
 

I. Call to Order: President R. Ford called the Council Meeting to order at 1:03 PM.   
 

II. Welcome and Introductions: Members welcomed and introductions were made.  
 

III. Approval of the Agenda for: January 11, 2018. J. J. Jackson made a motion to approve 
the agenda January 11, 2018.  E. Heidman seconded.  Motion carried.  

 
IV. Approval of the December 14, 2017 Minutes: J. Wallin made a motion to approve the 

minutes for December 14, 2017. C. Johnson seconded.  Motion carried.  
 

V. Public Comment and Correspondence:  T. Lemmer reviewed meeting packet contents and 
shared handouts, including a flyer for the January Mobile Food Pantry. She reminded 
members to check email for Aging Network News.   No additional correspondence was 
received.   
 

VI. Executive Director’s Report:  M. Owen noted that the Federal budget for Fiscal Year 2018 
is under another Continuing Resolution through January 19. Another extension is expected. 
Aging and Adult Services Agency (AASA) is able to cover the federal portion of AAA 
budgets, at least in the short term. There are no major threats to Older American Act 
programs. Even MMAP, which was slated for elimination in the original House budget 
proposal, seems to have the necessary support for restoration.  
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TCOA and other AAAs continue to face concerns regarding a potential movement towards a 
Managed Care model for the Mi Choice Waiver program. The State Medicaid office has been 
holding stakeholder meetings and focus groups, with advocates arguing that the for-profit 
model of the plans will negatively impact the type and quality of services. Continued public 
advocacy may be needed to ensure a public option remains available that maintains a person-
centered approach to care.  
 
M. Owen discussed the intrastate funding formula followed by AAAs across the state. The 
formula is negotiated based on the American Community Survey demographics figures, with 
a consideration for rural areas and a gradual transition to mitigate any major losses. The Area 
Agencies on Aging Association is negotiating a consensus agreement for a new formula.  
 
TCOA is also still working to address the Medicaid reimbursement issues, which are not 
improving. Various options are being considered, with the goal of minimizing the impact on 
available services.  
 
A question was posed about our involvement with the redevelopment of the former School 
for the Blind. Early plans called for some “affordable housing” units. J. J. Jackson, as a 
former alumnus of the school, offered to make some inquiries.   
 

VII. Presentation: Dementia Dexterity- B. Mannino was not able to attend the meeting so T. 
Lemmer and S. Aikman shared information on the Developing Dementia Dexterity grant 
from AASA. Building on the model of the Creating Confident Caregivers workshop series 
which focuses on informal or family caregivers, the DDD project is designed to increase 
knowledge and skills of professionals. TCOA staff have received training, and the hope is to 
roll out existing tools more broadly. The project also involves a new screening protocol for 
Information and Assistance staff when they expect a caller may benefit from information 
about dementia. We will reschedule the presentation in the future. 
 

VIII. New Business  
 

A. Recommendation to Appoint Wind Beneath Your Wings to the Advisory Council- T. 
Lemmer introduced Meghan Pineda, the owner of Wind Beneath Your Wings, which is 
an in-home services provider recommended for membership to the Advisory Council. 
Bylaws indicate that the Advisory Council makes a recommendation to the 
Administrative Board, who then votes on that recommendation. J. Wallin made a motion 
to recommend appointment of Wind Beneath Your Wings to the Advisory Council as an 
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Agency Representative. L. Keilman seconded.  Motion carried. Discussion of services 
followed. 
 

B. Conflict of Interest Forms-T. Lemmer distributed blank Conflict of Interest Forms for 
2018. Members are asked to complete them and return them to TCOA. 

 
C. 2018 Member list- An updated Advisory Council roster will be distributed once the 

status of Wind Beneath Your Wings is confirmed and their contact information is added. 
When received, members are asked to review the list and forward any corrections to T. 
Lemmer. 
 

IX. Council Reports 
A. Social Security Administration: R. Ford reported that 1099 forms will be distributed the 

week of January 15. Social Security Disability Insurance benefit information is also 
available from the Administration office. A replacement form cannot be requested until 
after January 31. Requests can be made online, however. R. Ford also shared information 
on spousal benefits and eligibility requirements in the case of divorce. Members noted that 
many individuals did not see a true increase in social security benefits due to the increase in 
Medicare costs. Discussion followed. 

 
B. Michigan Senior Advocates Council (MSAC):  T. Lemmer reported that the next meeting 

will be January 24. Kirk Lewis and Penny Gardner are serving as delegates. We still have 
one vacancy. It was noted that one issue item for the legislature as they come back from 
winter break relates to the Michigan standard deduction formula.  

 
C. State Advisory Council (SAC):  Did not meet. There is still one vacancy for our region.  

 
D. Nutrition Council: C. Buonodono reported that the Council met on January 10. 

Discussions at the meeting included a review of food handling procedures in light of the 
Hepatitis A outbreak across the state. TCOA has offered free vaccinations to employees 
who regularly handle food as a precaution. Because the most common transmission occurs 
due to lack of handwashing following use of the toilet, C. Buonodono discussed safe 
handwashing procedures. Another step taken was to change from using bleach to broad 
spectrum Quaternary Sanitizer. Discussion followed. 

 
C. Buonodono also shared info on a new contract with the MSU Head Start program to 
partner on the Simply Dinner Project. TCOA will prepare two meals per week for 12 
weeks. The meals will be delivered with kitchen tools and preparation instructions so 
families can learn to improve their ability to make healthy choices for improved nutrition.      
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He also announced extended kitchen hours that enables greater flexibility in having external 
groups such as student organizations, local churches, to volunteer. Several groups will be 
on site over the Martin Luther King Jr holiday weekend as part of the national Day of 
Service initiative. Groups and individuals will be helping with food preparation. 
 
TCOA continues to partner with the Greater Lansing Food Bank as AmeriCorps member 
Ashley Ellsworth works to expand the Senior Proxy Project and support increased access to 
Bridge Cards (food assistance) for eligible seniors.  Discussion followed, with a request for 
copies of volunteer recruitment fliers.  

 
E. CATA Advisory Council: J. J. Jackson reminded members of the pending departure of 
CEO Sandy Draggoo with the agency's Deputy CEO Brad Funkhouser named as the incoming 
CEO. He noted that Mr. Funkhauser has big shoes to fill. Online customer service tools 
continue to be a topic at meetings.  

 
X. Issue Items (Current Topics or Concerns impacting Seniors, Persons with Disabilities 

and/or Community Related issues):  
 

No issues were raised.  
 

XI. Member's Time and/or Announcements:   
 

R. Killips announced that Carol Wood (current City of Lansing Council Woman) has been 
hired as the new RSVP Director, replacing Linda Gazella, who took a position with the City of 
Lansing under new Mayor Andy Schor.  
 
J. J. Jackson noted that the area’s annual MLK Day luncheon is on Monday at the Lansing 
Center. It is one of the largest events in the country. This year’s event coincides with the 50th 
anniversary of King’s death. 

 
J. Wallin announced that her 2nd cousin Ryan Pivirotto has been named to the US Olympic 
Team in Short Track Speed Skating.  
 
A. Turner shared that the Lansing Clergy Forum is holding a benefit event at 6 pm Monday, 
Jan 15 at Trinity AME Church at 3500 W. Holmes Rd. She also mentioned the Christian 
Services efforts in support of a local diaper project. 
 
T. Lemmer noted that M. Yoder will be covering the January Administrative Board meeting.    
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:05 PM.  


