
 

 

         Tri-County Aging Consortium Advisory Council 
Our mission is to promote and preserve the independence and dignity of the aging population. 
                                                  February 8, 2018 Minutes-corrected 

 
Members Present Members Excused Guests Present 
Baker, Susann Ferris, Suzanne Rios, Elizabeth, LSSCMI 
Estes, Mary Ford, Robyn Lewis, Kirk (HCA, MSAC) 
Fliss, Bud Halsey, Carol  
Jackson, J.J. Heideman, Eileen  
Keilman, Linda Johnson, Chad  
Neve, Kelly Killips, Rosa (for SCP/RSVP) Staff Present 
Pineda, Meghan Monroe, Phyllis Aikman, Sara 
Sargent, Dawn Morse, June Buonodono, Carl 
Turner, Anita  Lemmer, Tammy 
Voisinet, Ruth Members Absent Long, Kate 
Wallin, Jane Bauer, Gary (for SixtyPlus) Smith, Thomas 
Yoder, Martha Gutiérrez, Joseph Owen, Marion 
 Kienitz, Shannon (for McLaren)  
   

 
 

I. Call to Order: 2nd Vice President M. Estes called the Council Meeting to order at 1:00 PM.   
 

II. Welcome and Introductions: Members welcomed and introductions were made.  
 

III. Approval of the Agenda for February 8, 2018: J. Wallin made a motion to approve the 
agenda for February 8, 2018.  J. J. Jackson seconded.  Motion carried.  

 
IV. Approval of the January 11, 2018 Minutes: J. Wallin made a motion to approve the 

minutes for January 11, 2018. S. Baker seconded.  Motion carried.  
 

V. Public Comment and Correspondence:  T. Lemmer reviewed meeting packet contents and 
shared handouts, including a flyer for the February Mobile Food Pantry. The date of the 11th 
Annual Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Retreat was announced as Thursday, April 26 at 
Eagle Eye Banquet Center from 8:30 am-4:30 pm. Members were reminded to check email 
for Aging Network News. No additional correspondence was received.   
 

VI. Executive Director’s Report:  M. Owen noted that the current Continuing Resolution for the 
federal budget for Fiscal Year 2018 is due to expire later in the day, although a deal seems 
imminent from reports we’re hearing. A proposed funding increase of $63 billion is expected 
in non-defense discretionary line items, with $45 billion of that designated for veterans, 
disaster assistance, opioid response, and the National Institutes for Health (NIH). It is unclear 
how much could be allocated to Older Americans Act items. Funding for MMAP is still also 
at risk, as the house budget still has zero dollars allocated.  
Details on the Governor’s proposed budget are pending, with hope for continued increases for 
Aging and Adult Services Agency (AASA) funding through the Older Michiganians Act. 
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TCOA and other AAAs continue to face budget issues under the Mi Choice/Project Choices 
Waiver program. All care plans have been reviewed for TCOA clients to help identify 
possible areas for cuts or adjustments (with permission of the client), and that has not resulted 
in sufficient savings. The difficult decision is being made to cut the reimbursement rate for 
Waiver providers from $16 per hour to $15 effective in March.  This is a reduction of 
approximately 6%, with the hope that it will be temporary until capitation rates are revised 
and/or other solutions are identified. TCOA is a well- regarded program. A larger portion of 
our clients require private duty nursing which is a higher cost service. It may be possible to 
take these clients out of the funding formula and pay for those services separately.  
 
Following last month’s question about the redevelopment of the former School for the Blind, 
Ms. Owen shared some information about current plans. The Abigail Building (former 
Administration Building) will house 42 senior units, and the high school building will hold 18 
senior units. The Walnut House will have 72 multi-family units. The project management 
company, Indianapolis-based TWG Development, is also renovating property in Charlotte for 
senior housing. J. J. Jackson provided some additional details, and discussion followed.   
 

VII. Presentation: Elizabeth Rios, Managing Attorney, Legal Services of South Central 
Michigan (LSSCM). Ms. Rios shared two handouts and business cards. One brochure 
described the five main areas of legal advocacy offered by LSSCM: housing issues, family 
law, public health and benefits, financial issues, and elder law. With funding from TCOA, 
there are no income eligibility requirements for those over age 60, although lower income 
seniors are still prioritized. LSSCM also manages the Crime Victims Legal Assistance Project 
(CVLAP). The organization works closely with local Coordinated Community Response 
team members and CACS, as well as the National Center for Elder Rights.  Discussion 
followed. The local “Moving Forward Foreclosure Prevention” program through Housing 
Services of Mid-Michigan was highlighted as an important resource.  
 

VIII. Old Business: Conflict of Interest Forms. T Lemmer reminded members to turn in their 
updated Conflict of Interest Forms before they leave if she has not yet received them.  

 
IX. New Business  

 
A. Fiscal Year 2018 Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) Time Line. Kate Long, TCOA 

Planner, reviewed the timeline and process for submitting the 2019 AIP for approval to 
AASA and the State Commission on Aging. Among the steps is a public forum that will 
be held prior to the June Advisory Council Meeting.  
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B. TCOA 2018 1st Quarter Services Report. K. Long reviewed the services data for the 
months of October through December. Of note is the fact that the new Kinship Care 
Respite Contract did not start until January, so numbers will be reported starting in 2nd 
quarter. Also, for Crisis Services, we are now reporting both the number of calls and the 
number of people receiving funds from TCOA. Many callers are not eligible, or have 
needs that can be met by other local agencies. TCOA is actively looking for new 
facilitators for several evidence-based programs, including Creating Confident 
Caregivers. Individuals from diverse cultural backgrounds are of particular need to help 
expand program reach.   
 

C. Run for the Ages 5K event, May 19, 2018. K. Long also serves as Race Director, and 
she shared information on how to get involved with the event, to be held on Saturday, 
May 19 at Hawk Island Park in Lansing. This is an all ages, all abilities event and is a lot 
of fun. See the TCOA website for registration information for details on sponsorships.  
 

X. Council Reports 
 

A. Social Security Administration: No report. M. Owen reminded members that new 
Medicare Cards are being distributed.  

 
B. Michigan Senior Advocates Council (MSAC):  T. Lemmer reported that the last meeting 

was held on January 24, and that bulk of the meeting focused on confirming the 2018 
meeting schedule and potential agenda topics. Delegates delivered Older Michiganians Day 
“Save the Date” flyers to legislators. The Advocacy Day is May 16, 2018 and all are 
invited. It appears that proposals to change Auto No Fault are resurfacing.  

 
C. State Advisory Council (SAC):  K. Lewis reported that as the committee is working on a 

Volunteerism Report for submission to the Governor. The committee recently interviewed a 
93 year old from St Johns who has been a Meals on Wheels volunteer for over 20 years.   

 
D. Nutrition Council: C. Buonodono reported that the next Council meeting will be in March. 

Members of the MSU student organization Spartans Rebuilding Michigan have been 
volunteering at the Friendship Manor dining site, and other MSU students will be 
volunteering in the kitchen later today. Due to anticipated weather concerns, there will be 
no meal deliveries on Friday (2/9.) Volunteers and all 1352 active clients and are being 
notified. Some late deliveries were made today to deliver frozen or shelf stable meals. 
MOW is now in the Event Closing system for WLNS and WILX.   
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E. CATA Advisory Council: B. Fliss reported that an open house was held at CATA in 
recognition of CEO Sandy Draggoo’s departure. The positions of Operations Officer and 
Maintenance Officer are open.  CATA recently announced a new contract for the Shopping Bus 
service Support for Spectran, Para Transit etc. will now be provided by a company called Tans 
Dev following a competitive bid process. Dean Transportation will no longer be providing that 
service, although some staff may transfer over. It is a three-year contract initially, with the 
option of expanding to an additional two years. J. J. Jackson noted that there is an increased 
benefit package for drivers. There is a concern about the influx of new staff and a hope that the 
extensive previous training will continue. It was suggested that perhaps a presentation from 
CATA and/or Tran Dev would be informative.  

 
XI. Issue Items (Current Topics or Concerns impacting Seniors, Persons with Disabilities 

and/or Community Related issues):  
 

No issues were raised.  
 

XII. Member's Time and/or Announcements:   
 

M. Pineda brought agency brochures for her agency Wind Beneath Your Wings. 
 
J. Wallin noted that her 2nd cousin Ryan Pivirotto will have his first Olympic Short Track 
Speed Skating race that evening.  
 
K. Long shared that planning is underway for coverage of her maternity leave.   
 
T. Lemmer reminded members that registration and sponsorship opportunities are open for the 
Golf Outing. All previous teams will be contacted.  She also noted that M. Estes will be 
covering the February Administrative Board meeting.    
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:15 PM.  


