
 

 

        Tri-County Aging Consortium Advisory Council 
Our mission is to promote and preserve the independence and dignity of the aging population. 
                                                  December 8, 2016 Minutes-corrected 

 
Members Present Members Excused Guests Present 
Clements, Megan Baker, Susann Betterly, Steve (AASA) 
Fliss, Bud Clark, Janet Gazella, Linda (RSVP) 
Ferris, Suzanne Estes, Mary  
Ford, Robyn Halsey, Carol  
Gardner, Penny Jackson, J.J.  
Heideman, Eileen Truszkowski, Karen  
Horne, Emly Johnson, Chad  
Keilman, Linda   
Monroe, Phyllis Members Absent Staff Present 
Morse, June Sargent, Dawn Aikman, Sara 
Neve, Kelly  Buonodono, Carl 
Parker, Laurie  Lemmer, Tammy 
Sexton, Jennifer  Long, Kate 
Voisinet, Ruth  Smith, Tom 
Wallin, Jane  Owen, Marion 
Yoder, Martha   

 
I. Call to Order: Vice President J. Wallin called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM.   

 
II. Welcome and Introductions: Members welcomed.  Introductions were made.  

 
III. Approval of the Agenda for December 8, 2016:  R. Voisinet made a motion to approve the 

agenda for December 8, 2016 with the edit of moving the TCOA quarterly report discussion 
before the Director’s Report. E. Heidman seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
IV. Approval of the November 10, 2016, 2016 Minutes: P. Gardner made a motion to approve 

the minutes of November 10, 2016.  R. Voisinet seconded.  Motion carried.  
 

V. Public Comment and Correspondence:  T. Lemmer reviewed the meeting packet, which 
included a Mobile Food Pantry flyer for December, a letter from National Area Agencies on 
Aging Association (n4a) to the Trump transition team and the TCOA year end report, as well 
as copies of the Administrative Board and Advisory Council meeting schedules for ‘17.   

 
VI. TCOA 4th Quarter Services Report, Kate Long, TCOA. Highlights of the report include an 

update to Information and Assistance numbers which reflect an increase of 33%. Kinship 
Care numbers are down, and efforts are underway to connect with more people in 2017. The 
percentage of minority clients for Project Choices should read 30% Minority Quarter Total, 
not 17% as written. A discussion followed as to the definition of minority, which is 
determined by racial identity as reflected in state and federal reporting, and if or how sexual 
orientation or other minority status information can be collected. This would have to be done 
internally because current reporting forms do not ask for additional information.   
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VII. Executive Director’s Report:  M. Owen reported that Sparrow Hospital just notified TCOA 
that they will not be continuing the Care Transitions contract. Discussions are still underway 
with McLaren Hospital, and the local Care Transitions Collaborative is looking at a “Patient 
Activation Model.” As of the meeting date, there was still no activity on the federal budget, 
so another Continuing resolution may be necessary beyond Dec. 9.  The n4a letter highlights 
the growth in the older population and the fact that funding is not keeping up with demand for 
services. Themes of the letter include the economic benefits of supporting aging in place, and 
foundational principals such as caregiver supports, options for veterans, and the need for 
leadership and investment into infrastructure. The new Home and Community based Waiver 
amendment reflects more money but fewer slots available. Finally, Mary Ablan, Executive 
Director of the Michigan Area Agencies on Aging Association is retiring effective in March. 
She is only the 2nd Director in the association’s history, and she will be missed. Discussion 
followed.  

VIII. Old Business  
A. 2016 Dinner and Auction update: T. Lemmer provided an overview of the successful 

event held November 10, 2016 at Eagle Eye Banquet Center. Casey Cooper and the 
planning committee were acknowledged for their hard work. The number of attendees 
(approximately 380) and total funds raised well exceed previous years. Because of capacity 
issues, alternative venues are under consideration for 2017.  Discussion followed.  

 
IX. New Business 

A.   Thank you to members, review of terms. T. Lemmer extended appreciation to 
outgoing President Janet Clark for her years of support. M. Estes’ term with the City of 
Lansing is due to expire this month, and she is seeking reappointment. Several 
individual terms will expire in December 2017 (S. Baker, J. Wallin, B. Fliss, C. Halsey 
and E. Horne.) 

B. 2017 Meeting Schedule. A printed schedule was distributed. Members were reminded 
that all meetings are held at 1:00 pm on the 2nd Thursday of each month.  

C. 2017 Sign-up for the Administrative Board Meetings. Administrative Board 
meetings are generally the 3rd Monday of each month, except in January and February. 
Meetings begin at 3:30 pm except for January, which will begin at 1:30 pm. Meetings 
are open to the public. At least one representative from the Advisory Council is invited 
to attend, and a sign-up sheet was circulated.  

 
X. Council Reports 

A. Social Security Administration: R. Ford distributed two handouts: “Don’t Be Scared of 
Using Our Secure Services” and “Prepare for your Disability Interview” for applying for 
disability benefits. Forms can be completed online or in person appointments are available. 
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She also discussed the difference between SSI (the needs based program,) and SSDI which 
is the disability insurance with benefits based on work history. Discussion followed. 

 
B. Michigan Senior Advocates Council (MSAC):  The Council met in Lansing on 

Wednesday, 12/7. Delegate Regina Allen conducted office visits that afternoon and was 
able to leave information at all 6 area representatives. (Senators were in session.) The next 
MSAC meeting is 1/25/17. Delegate seats are still available.   
  

C. State Advisory Council (SAC):  No Meeting. 
 

D. Nutrition Council: No Meeting.  
 

E. CATA Advisory Council: B. Fliss reported on bylaw revisions that are underway.    
 

XI. Presentation- America, Let’s Do Lunch Ad Campaign:  T. Lemmer shared clips of a 
various public service announcements produced by Meals on Wheels America in partnership 
with the Ad Council. Clips are available by visiting: https://americaletsdolunch.org/. 
Discussion followed.  
 

XII. Issue Items (Current Topics or Concerns impacting Seniors, Persons with Disabilities 
and/or Community Related issues):  

 
J. Morse requested information on TCOA’s new email encryption and the impact on member 
communication. Due to privacy and security requirements, all outgoing email from TCOA 
now gets automatically screened and certain emails get flagged for encryption based on 
content and/or attachments. The number of flagged emails was expected to be minimal but 
may be higher than anticipated. A password may be required to open certain emails. Once a 
password is created, it can be used for all future TCOA emails. It was noted that the link to 
encrypted emails does expire within a few hours, so the email may have to be resent.  All 
members have the option of receiving minutes and other communication via regular mail 
upon request.   
 

XIII. Member's Time and/or Announcements:  No announcements.  
 

*** The next Advisory Council Meeting is scheduled for January 12, 2017 at 1:00pm.   
The next Administrative Board meeting is scheduled for January 23, 2017 at 1:30 pm. Martha 
Yoder has volunteered to attend on behalf of the Council.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:15 PM.  

https://americaletsdolunch.org/

