
 

 

         Tri-County Aging Consortium Advisory Council 
Our mission is to promote and preserve the independence and dignity of the aging population. 
                                                  December 14, 2017 Minutes 

 
Members Present Members Excused Guests Present 
Estes, Mary Baker, Susann Sara (Eileen’s granddaughter) 
Fliss, Bud Ferris, Suzanne  
Ford, Robyn Gardner, Penny  
Gutiérrez, Joseph Halsey, Carol  
Heideman, Eileen Jackson, J.J.  
Johnson, Chad Monroe, Phyllis  
Keilman, Linda Morse, June  
Killips, Rosa (for SCP/RSVP) Turner, Anita  
Neve, Kelly Voisinet, Ruth  
Parker, Laurie  Staff Present 
Powell, Toby (for Sparrow)  Aikman, Sara 
Sargent, Dawn Members Absent Buonodono, Carl 
Wallin, Jane Kienitz, Shannon (for McLaren) Cooper, Casey 
Yoder, Martha Bauer, Gary (for SixtyPlus) Lemmer, Tammy 
  Long, Kate 
  Owen, Marion 
   

 
 

I. Call to Order: President J. Wallin called the Council Meeting to order at 1:00 PM.   
 

II. Welcome and Introductions: Members welcomed and introductions were made.  
 

III. Approval of the Agenda for: December 14, 2017. E. Heidman made a motion to approve 
the agenda December 14, 2017.  L. Keilman seconded.  Motion carried.  

 
IV. Approval of the November 9, 2017 Minutes: E. Heidman made a motion to approve the 

minutes for November 9, 2017. M. Yoder seconded.  Motion carried.  
 

V. Public Comment and Correspondence:  T. Lemmer reviewed meeting packet contents and 
shared handouts, including a flyer for the December Mobile Food Pantry. She reminded 
members to check email for Aging Network News.   

 
No additional correspondence was received.   
 

VI. Executive Director’s Report:  M. Owen discussed the status of the proposed tax reform plan 
in Congress. It appears that the medical care deductions are being restored. There are 
concerns about the overall long-term impact on the federal budget and there is a fear among 
advocates that Medicaid and/or Medicare will be cut to “pay for it.” She noted that the 
Federal budget for Fiscal Year 2018 is still under another Continuing Resolution. Proposed 
funding for Home and Community Based services and nutrition programs are higher than the 
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President’s original figures, but differences between the House and Senate versions have not 
been reconciled.  Other programs still in jeopardy include MMAP, LEAP (Low Income 
Energy Assistance program), and the Commission for National and Community Service 
(which funds RSVP/Senior Companions/Foster Grant Parents.)  Discussion followed.  
 
TCOA recently submitted a grant proposal to the Michigan Health Endowment Fund for a 
project in partnership with Disability Network Capital Area and RSVP Lansing to offer 
nutrition and chronic disease self-management workshops to individuals, families and seniors 
in local housing complexes.  
 
M. Owen also noted the passing of local developer George Eyde. TCOA sent flowers, and we 
were listed in the obituary as a recommended charity for memorial donations. She also noted 
plans to attend the inauguration of Lansing Mayor-Elect Andy Schor on January 1 at the 
Lansing Center. Discussion followed.    

 
VII. Old Business  

 
A. TCOA Dinner and Auction- C. Cooper reported on the results of the annual event. 

Feedback has been positive, and the event was deemed a success. The final figures are 
slightly lower than last year ($57,500 raised versus $59,700). While ticket sales were 
high, there were many people who did not make it that night, which may have contributed 
to the lower auction proceeds and Champions for Independence donations. It was noted 
that the auctioneer didn’t go to lower bid levels when soliciting the contributions. Other 
comments included a request for more lower value items in the auction.  C. Cooper 
recently attended the Red Nose Ruckas fundraiser for Child and Family Services which 
uses a Click to Bid online auction platform. Discussion followed.  

 
 

VIII. New Business 
A. Certificate of Appreciation-Departing Members - T. Lemmer extended appreciation 

to P. Gardner and T. Powell, whose terms on the council are ending this month. Both 
received a certificate of appreciation (P. Gardner in absentia.). It was noted that L. 
Parker will no longer be attending from DNCAP. Her colleague Carla Lasater will 
begin attending in January. TCOA is pleased that RSVP Senior Companions Program 
and JWR Health Services will be continuing as Agency Representatives for new terms. 
Congratulations and appreciation was also extended to President J. Wallin for her 
leadership this year. 
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B. 2018 Meeting Schedule. T. Lemmer distributed the schedule of 2018 Advisory Council 

and Administrative Board meetings.   
 

C. 2018 Sign-up to attend Administrative Board Meetings. M. Yoder agreed to attend 
in January, and Mary Estes will attend in February. J. Wallin will attend in May. 
Additional volunteers are needed for March and the remainder of the dates.  
 

IX. Council Reports 
A. Social Security Administration: R. Ford distributed a handout called “Is it Medicaid or 

Medicare?” She noted that if a person is approved for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
in Michigan, the person is automatically approved for Medicaid. Discussion followed. 

 
B. Michigan Senior Advocates Council (MSAC):  T. Lemmer reported on the meeting from 

Wednesday, December 6. Delegates received an update on No Fault Insurance legislation 
and heard from a representative of Michigan United regarding the bill proposing a Long-
Term Care Study (House Bill 4674.) Bylaw updates are also underway for the group.  

 
C. State Advisory Council (SAC):  R. Ford reported that there are no conference calls 

scheduled in December. January calls will include presentations. The group seems to be 
getting more active with advocacy efforts. There is still one vacancy for our region.  

 
D. Nutrition Council: No meeting in December. C. Buonodono discussed training efforts 

related to food preparation and the recent Hepatitis C outbreak across the state. AmeriCorps 
member Ashley Ellsworth has joined TCOA and will continue to expand the Senior Proxy 
Project and support increased access to Bridge Cards (food assistance) for eligible seniors.   

 
E. CATA Advisory Council: B. Fliss reported that the December meeting served as a farewell 
for departing CEO Sandy Draggoo. The agency's Deputy CEO Brad Funkhouser was recently 
named as the incoming CEO.  

 
X. Issue Items (Current Topics or Concerns impacting Seniors, Persons with Disabilities 

and/or Community Related issues):  
 

There are rumors that the City of East Lansing is considering the closure of the Hannah 
Center and the Water Park to deal with ongoing budget issues. The Hannah Center is the 
home of the East Lansing Prime Time Seniors group.  
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XI. Member's Time and/or Announcements:   
 

E. Heideman invited members to attend the Meridian Community Band Concert on Friday, 
December 15 at 7:30 pm at People’s Church in East Lansing.  Admission is a donation to Toys 
for Tots.  
  
C. Johnson noted that the Mobile Food Pantry for December is at his building.  He also shared 
some family news regarding the passing of his Father in Law, (Bishop Alfred Singleton of 
Bread House Bethlehem Temple Church in Lansing) and the graduation of his son from MSU, 
who hopes to go on to Law School.   
 
T. Powell thanked the group for the opportunity to serve, and announced plans to go into 
private practice related to spiritual psychology.  
 
J. Gutiérrez announced that Senator Stabenow has sponsored a bill to allow veterans to receive 
health care in the settings of their choice, rather than only in VA facilities.  
 
M. Yoder shared her appreciation for the efforts of Meals on Wheels van drivers and staff, 
especially on bad weather days. She was also thanked for her efforts as a volunteer. 
 
R. Killips announced that current RSVP Director Linda Gazella is taking the position of 
Human Resources Director for the City of Lansing under new Mayor Andy Schor.  
 
C. Buonodono shared that a group of Michigan State Police troopers were gathering in the 
kitchen for a volunteer activity. MSP Cadets have also volunteered in the past.  
 
T. Lemmer described a new AASA funded project to expand Creating Confident Caregivers 
into the Latino community in a culturally appropriate way. TCOA is looking for someone, 
ideally bilingual Spanish speaking, to work with TCOA on the project, including the 
facilitation of the workshops in English.  
 
M. Owen thanked everyone for their support and wished everyone a happy holiday season.  
 
J. Wallin thanked everyone for making her year as President an easy one.  
  
Meeting adjourned at 2:10 PM.  


