
 

 

         Tri-County Aging Consortium Advisory Council 
Our mission is to promote and preserve the independence and dignity of the aging population. 
                                                  April 13, 2017 Minutes-corrected 

 
Members Present Members Excused Guests Present 
Ferris, Suzanne for G. Pollitz Baker, Susann David Stow, MSU 
Fliss, Bud Clements, Megan  
Ford, Robyn Gardner, Penny  
Halsey, Carol Yoder, Martha Staff Present 
Heideman, Eileen  Aikman, Sara 
Horne, Emly  Buonodono, Carl 
Jackson, J.J.  Lemmer, Tammy 
Keilman, Linda  Smith, Tom 
Morse, June  Owen, Marion 
Neve, Kelly Members Absent  
Parker, Laurie Estes, Mary  
Sargent, Dawn Gutiérrez, Joseph  
Voisinet, Ruth Johnson, Chad  
Wallin, Jane Sanchez Gazella, Linda  
Sexton, Jennifer Truszkowski, Karen  
Monroe, Phyllis   

 
I. Call to Order: President J. Wallin called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM.   

 
II. Welcome and Introductions: Members welcomed and introductions were made. 

 
III. Approval of the Agenda for April 13, 2017:  J.J. Jackson made a motion to approve the 

agenda for April 13, 2017:  E. Heideman seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

IV. Approval of the March 9, 2017 Minutes: E. Heideman made a motion to approve the 
minutes as corrected for March 9, 2017. B. Fliss seconded.  Motion carried.  

 
V. Public Comment and Correspondence:  Guest D. Stow is a professor at Michigan State 

University teaching a course called the Democracy of Aging for first year students in the 
College of Arts and Letters. He noted that the students have been engaged in volunteer 
activities with TCOA this semester, and some have attended Senior Advocates Council 
meetings. T. Lemmer reviewed meeting packet contents, which included flyers for the Living 
Longer Living Better Conference in East Lansing April 29, Older Adults in the Know 
conference in St Johns May 10, the Mobile Food Pantry flyer for April 15, and an invitation 
to the TCOA Volunteer Appreciation event on Friday, April 21. L. Keilman shared a survey 
on transportation needs. No additional correspondence was received.   
 

VI. Executive Director’s Report:  M. Owen shared a copy of a letter that was sent to service 
providers regarding the status of Project Choices, the home and community based waiver 
program that provides in-home services in lieu of nursing facility care when appropriate. Due 
to reimbursement rates and the capitated reimbursement system that has been in place since 
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2014 which considers TCOA as a managed-care organization, TCOA is no longer accepting 
new clients. The agency can no longer afford to run a deficit in the program. Names are still 
being added to the wait list.  A discussion followed about alternative funding streams, such as 
senior millages.  

 
The Federal budget is still on a Continuing Resolution through April 28 for fiscal year 2017. 
A sticking point is the debt ceiling. While not anticipated, TCAO does have a plan in place if 
the federal government experiences a shut down. There continue to be concerns about the 
potential for significant cuts for fiscal year 2018. The National Area Agencies on Aging 
Association (N4A) continues to advocate, with AAA staff and volunteers visited legislators in 
DC in early April. At the state level the Silver Key Coalition continues to focus on the need 
for funding for in-home services. The Governor recommended increases; however, the house 
and senate have not released their proposed budgets yet. Older Michiganians Day is May 17, 
and M. Owen reviewed the 2017 issues platform. Steering Committee members include 
AARP, RSVP Lansing, Alzheimer’s Association and other partners. Discussion followed.  

 
VII. Presentation-Food Proxy Program, Carl Buonodono, TCOA: C. Buonodono distributed a 

handout and introduced the Senior Proxy Program, launched by AmeriCorps Member Rachel 
Tilson. The program provides monthly pick-up and delivery of food commodity boxes and 
fresh produce.to seniors who have mobility or transportation issues that prevent them from 
picking up the items themselves. TCOA is partnering with Capital Area Community Services, 
the commodity food agency for Ingham County. Rachel has initiated eligibility assessments 
and is coordinating volunteer recruitment to sustain the program. Delivery occurs over the 
last 2 weeks of the month, and volunteers can deliver as frequently as they like. There are 
currently 52 participants enrolled in the program. Discussion followed. 

 
VIII. Old Business 

A. Friends For Independence Update: T. Lemmer thanked council members B. Fliss, M. 
Yoder and L. Keilman as well as former member John Greenslit and community member 
Jack Enderle for attending the March FFI meeting and for their potential interest in joining 
the group following Sara Levine’s presentation and invitation. There is a goal to 
reinvigorate the group and get it back to a truly active coordinating council.  

 
IX. New Business 

 
A. Programmatic Assessments: T. Smith distributed a document and summarized the recent 

assessment visits required of providers under the State Grant Award (SGA) contract 
through the three-year funding cycle.  This process is an important aspect of due diligence 
for the use of state and federal funds, and the first-year focus is on scope of services. A 
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review of the boilerplate contract language is also underway. M. Owen noted that funding 
for RSVP’s Senior Companion Services (and the similar AmeriCorps funding) is in 
jeopardy at the federal level.  Discussion followed.  
 

B. Older Michiganians Day: T. Lemmer reiterated important aspects of the day and 
distributed copies of the 2017 Platform document.  Lunch tickets for the event are now 
available. All State House and Senate members received one ticket and an invitation to join 
their constituents for lunch. State Leadership has been invited to speak, including Speaker 
of the House Tom Leonard and House Minority Leader Sam Singh who are both from 
TCOA’s Service Area. Department of Health and Human Services Director Nick Lyon will 
also speak at the event.  

 
X. Council Reports 

A. Social Security Administration: R. Ford distributed a handout on “Financial Literacy 
Month” with information on “My Social Security” online access, the Retirement Estimator, 
which has a benefits calculator, and information on myRA.  A second handout described 
Representative Payee information. A Payee becomes a link for communicating with SSA 
and acting on a person’s behalf. A person with Power of Attorney is not automatically 
recognized as the Payee. There are agencies in the area that can serve in this role. 
Discussion followed, including a report on a positive experience with SSA staff.  

 
B. Michigan Senior Advocates Council (MSAC):  The focus of the March meeting was on 

the state budget conversations. The next meeting is April 26. Delegate seats are still 
available for our area.  

 
C. State Advisory Council (SAC):  The Committee met March 15 with a focus on finalizing 

the Creative Aging Report, which is expected to be presented to the Commission on Aging 
on April 21. R. Ford noted that the report development process was interesting and 
informative, with local, state, and national input.  

 
D. Nutrition Council: The next meeting will be held May 3.   

 
E. CATA Advisory Council: J. J. Jackson shared information that was discussed at their 

March meeting, with Doug Lacoto serving as the Board representative to the Advisory 
Council. The following items were approved by the Board and shared with the council: a 5 
year contract with Lansing Uniforms and a 5 year architect and engineering contract, and a 
letter of credit for motor vehicle insurance. There was also a first reading of proposed 
bylaw changes. The final reading will occur in June. Discussion followed.  
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XI. Issue Items (Current Topics or Concerns impacting Seniors, Persons with Disabilities 
and/or Community Related issues):  

 
Nothing discussed. 

 
XII. Member's Time and/or Announcements:   

 
J. J. Jackson recently spent time in the hospital and he is back and ready to arm wrestle anyone 
who is interested.   
 
L. Keilman noted that TCOA Fundraising and Volunteer Specialist Casey Cooper recently spoke 
at a volunteer recruitment event s at MSU. Casey followed MSU President Simon and Coach 
Dantonio and did a wonderful job. L. Keilman also provided additional information on the 
MSU Transportation survey and the potential grant project through the National Institutes of 
Health that would help train drivers on how to best assist passengers utilizing public 
transportation.  She can collect completed surveys at next month’s meeting. T. Lemmer will 
also share copies of the survey electronically.   
 
R. Ford discussed the annual Standown for Veterans event in Lansing on May 24 in partnership 
with Volunteers of America. Posters and fliers are available for sharing.  
 
K. Neve inquired about the availability of the 2017 Senior Preferences publication. TCOA does 
have copies available.  
 
C. Halsey discussed her experiences with the patient proxy program that provides medical and 
veterinary students and others with practical experiences in interacting with different situations. 
 
S. Aikman reminded everyone that the TCOA 5 K Run for the Ages is on May 20 at Hawk 
Island Park and invited members to participate, volunteer, or join us as spectators.  
 
T. Lemmer offered thanks to Disability Network Capital Area who referred TCOA to the 
Michigan Disability Rights Coalition to translate two TCOA brochures into Braille.  J. J. 
Jackson shared that there are approximately 14,000 individuals statewide who are blind or low 
vision. Three of 12 members of the CATC Advisory Board are blind.  

 
J. Wallin enjoyed a beautiful sunny day in the UP while Lansing was experiencing a snow 
storm.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:24 PM.  


